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"PREFACE. 


HAT wiſe 1 | Solomon obſerves, Ecel iii. 2. 
To every ha there is a ſeaſon and a time for 
every purpoſe under heaven. And if there be a time 
and feafon allowed for ny thing and purpoſe, even the 
meaneſt things and purpoſes in the world: ſurely an infi- 
titely wiſe God will allow a proper time and ſeaſon for 
the beſt things and purpoſes, and particularly for his 
folemn worſhip and \-rvice, which is the moſt neceſ- 
. Cary and excellent purpoſe in the world. It is not e- 
nough, that we give God, from whom we have all our 
time, a ſhare of every day for his ſervice; no, we owe 
bim alſo fome whole days for his ſolemn and public 
worſhip : Yea, it is agreeable to the dictates of the lipht 
of nature, and of ſound reaſon, that one whole day of * / 
-every week ſhould be dedicated to him for that end. „ 
All nations through the world have had their ſeaſons 
and ſer. times for devotion and ſacifices The heatheng, 
who worſhiped | 9p idols, their feſtivals and holy- 
days, and particularly one day of the week, which they 
_ eſteemed en. ſacred than the reſt. The Turks, who 
have taken up with the moſt unreaſonable deluſions and 
| impoſlures, do ſtill rerain the impreſſions of the rationa- 
lity and equity of this thing, that there ſhould be a cer- 
tain day of the week ſet a part for the ſolemn worſhip 
of G i—lndeed the light of nature, without ſome other 
help could not have determined men univerſally to de- 
dicate the ſeventh day of their time, to God; more 
| than ze ſix h or eight day But ſeeing the wiſe creator 
of the world, and author of time, thought fit from the 
| beginning to meaſure time by days, and parcel out theſe '. | 
days into ſuch rematkable periods, as weeks or the re. 
voſuſion of ſeven days, to be conſtantly obſerved all the 
world over; it is moſt conſonant to reaſon and equity, 
that one day of each week ſhould be holy to the Lord. 
But be ſides the light of pature, we have the light of 
revelation for this point ; God hath expre ly appointed _ 
in his word, one day in ſeven, to be kept boly for his 
worſhip ; z, neither hath he left the ee 4 | Ing 1 
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=. now, in the new teſtament, he points out the firſt day 
of the week to be the chriſtian Sabbath to the end of 


( 

de world, as is made evident in the following treatiſe. | 
-B The Jews have their Saturday Sabbath, which they I 
__ | ( - : | 
' 

' 


glory in, and call the Queen of the week: The HV 
tans keep the Friday as being Mahomet's birth day. The | 
Paiihians and ſome other pagan nations obſerve Tueſday, | 
4 and eſteem it above all the days of the week. But it is Þ 
1 the Ciſcriminating bage of the profeſſors of chriſtianity | 
1 through all the world, to celebrate the fiſt day of the | | 
week being Chriſt's reſurrection day, and hence called | 4 
the Lord's day. Now, tho' the Jews and ſome few others | 
1 { 

| 


plead that the ſeventh day from the creation is unalter · 
able by virtue of the fourth command it is ſhewed in 
ö . this treatiſe, the the words of the fourth command are 
fo framed, they may be applied to any day of the 
week that God doth pleaſe io pitch upon for the Sab- | | 
bath, whether it be the firſt or laſt of the ſeven days | | 
For when it is ſaid, The ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God; it doth not mean the ſeventh day from 
he creation, but any feventh day after fix days labour 
Y which God pitches on; upon which account it is not 7 
| called that ſeventh day, but the ſeventh day. Neither 
is the ſeyenth day mentioned in the firſt words of the 
command, which contain the ſubſtance of it; for it is 
| ſaid only, Remember the Sabbath day to keep ii holy not | 
wee ſeventh day -—Nor is the ſeventh day mentioned in j 
5 the laſt words of the command which contain the for- 
mal reaſon of it; for it is ſaid only, the Lord bleſſed 
the Sabbath day and ballowd it, not the ſeventh day. 
As to the firſt day of the week our Chriſtian Sabba.by 
the great Lord of our time hath appropriate this day to 
bimlelf, marked it with his ſeal, and hath put his name 
upon it Clling it, Revi iC gulp Kupaxs, the 5 
ord's day; even s he calls the holy ſupper. 1 Cor. = 
Ai 20 eh Rp, the Lord's ſupper ; becauſe the 
one Was his inſtnution as well as the other and ſet a 
part for keeping up His memo: y and ſhe wing forth his 
lory Wheictore po 1rve Chriſtian or lover of our | 
Los Jeius Chriſt will be indifferent about the keeping | 
a” e | SIS 1 
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of this holy day: For as the holy obſerving of this Gay * 
is an open and viſible owning of the Lord jeſus (whoſe _. 
name it bears) for our Lord and Maſter : ſo the neglet 
Þ | of this day is 4 plain diſowning of bim, and an ofen 
8 lighting of the benefits of his reſurrection. O that 
men would think on this, and conſider what they do, 
| when they negle& or contemn the Lord's day! y! 
|| __  'Tho' the way of Sabbath ſanctiſ cation be the good 
old way, appointed by God ever fince he created man 
upon the earth; yet there is no way more hated, no 
| duty more oppoſed by Satan and wicked men: Which 
| we need not be ſurpriſed at, ſeeing it is a ſpecial fence 
do all religion, and 2 great bulwark againſt the torrent 
of impiety that runs in the world And that true piety 
is ſo low in moſt places, and vice and immorality ſa 
generally prevail, is mainly to be imputed to the aboun- 
ding negle& and contempt of the holy Sabbath: For 
common experience doth teſtify, that where the Lord's 
day is moſt ſt: ictiy obſerved, there Chriſtian knowledge 
piety and morality do proſper molt ; and where the 
Sabbath is diſregarded, there all theſe do decay The 
E _ conſideration whereof ſhould excite all the lovers of 
_ God and holineſs, to uſe their utmoſt endeavours te 
ſupport the credit and mantain the dignicy of the Sab- | 
bath againſt all iis enemies. PORE a 1 
f I dis conſideration hath moved me to contribute m 
N mite upon this excellent ſubject in the following treatiſe 
which is partly controverſial and partly practical: for 
coofuting the enemies of the Sabath, and for inſtructing 
all in the divine warrant for ſanctifying this holy day, 
and in the tight manner of doing it There are two 
| eſſential things in the Chriſtian religion, which all ſhould 
make conſcience ol; ſincerely to believe its truths, and 
| _. faithfully to practiſe its duties. The firſt of theſe hath _ 
5 great influence upon the ſecond : for, if the Chriſtian 
| _ truths be not firmly believed, the Chriſtian duties will! 
| 
: 


| be ill per formed: Now, the belt mean for piomoting 

i both the Chriſtian faith and Cb — 
| ſanctſication of the Lord's day. 

{ = Had u por been for the 


. of the Sabbath, 4 
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the trachs of Chriſtianity had been quite razed out of 
the minds of the moſt pait + For as the Lord's day, of 

_ wifelf is a bright and bvely memorial. of our redemption 
by Jeſus Chriſt; ſo upon this day, we conſtantly have 

*- ſounded in our ears the truths of chat religion which 

= Chriſt and his apoſtles delivered unto the world, and ihe 

| excellency of them iaculcate upon us, And as the ob- 

| ſervation of the Sabhbath is a great preſervative io the 
eruthCof Chriſtianity, ſo it is alſo 0 the duties thereof. | 
God hath ſet this one duty as a hedge or fence for keep- | 
ing all the reſt ; for, by keeping the Sabbath conſcienti- 5 

_ ouſly,the ſou] is notably diſpoſed and put in frame for ſer 

ving God in every religious duty. The frequent tecuring | 

of this day, and tbe goſpel ordinances therein diſpenſed, | 
ſerves to continue the remembrance of Chriſt and heaven | 
among men, keep {in and vice under conſtant rebukes, | 
and put atheiſm and intidelity to the bluſh, Take away | 
| * obſervation of the Lord's day, then the worſhip of | 

Dod would be caſt off, and atheiſm, profaneneſa and all | 
2 r 3 

Mee may lock upon the duty of Sabbath Sanctiſcatios | 

ds be of vo leſs conſequence to the practice of Chriſtia- 

nity, than Luther reckoned the article of juſlification o Bf 
de to the doctrine of it. when be called. it articulus ſtan · | 
tis, ſeu cadentis ecclefie : For, if once we make a gape in | 
this hedge of piety, ſerious godlineſs will tun our-at it, | 
and a flood of impiery and leofenels ruſh in:ypon vs. [x | 
was ſurely the ſenle of this, that determined the ifm 
of emperors, kings, parliaments, and church councils 

. and ſynods. to frame and publiſh ſo many excellent laws | 

and acts for che (trit obſervation of the Lord's day, a- | 

I - greeable.to the divine laws thereancot, ſome whereof I | 

mall particularly mention afterwards, It would be happy | 
| For churches. and nations, if theſe were put in execution, 

| - © andalltortof men brought to have a due regard to them, 

But notwithſtanding of all the laws. divine and ha- 

wan for the holy obſervation of the Lord's day, there 

© are many in the age wherein we live, who adventure 0 

pour contempt upon this. holy dy e there are who | 

"2 inte agaialt whe morality: of the Sabbath, and dion 
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command ſo far as to forbear ſervile wor 


ale houſe; Tame — 4 
the feaſt of oy 
eat andilrank, 42 up lo play, If this ptofane courſe 


the fatding and — 6k 6028 
mand —Others, tho” they own the — yp of the 

and attend 
publick worſhip en the Sabbath, yer plead for carnal di- 
verſions and fecreations after publick worſhip is over —- 


Many would-incline to the Papiſts way of celebrating. 


the Sabbath, who after maſs and even ſong (as they call 


it) go preſerly n to piping and dancing, and then to the 
that the Iſraelites celebrated 


were allowed, as of old in times of antichriſtian dark - 
neſs, many would chen calf the Sabbbath a delight and 


de in fome meaſure reconciled to it: but, when they 


bear that the whole Sabbbath is to be ſpent in religious 


duties and exerciſes, they murmur, and ſay as theſe in 5 


Mal. i. 1 15 What a wearingſs a7 
It would be no grievance to many, to ſee that old a- 
domination of the book of ſports revived and authorifed 


among us; I mean, that infamous declaration for li- 


derty of ſports and recreation on the Lord's s day, pu- 


| Vliſhed by authority in the year 1633, and appoin' * 


de read from the pulpits ; the prelates conſenting to it, 
and perſecuting theſe miniſters who refuſed to read it. 


O what hainous God-provoking wickedneſs was it for 
civil and ecclefiaſtick rulers to unite in promoting the 


profanation of the Sabbath by ſuch methods! As the hea- : 


wy judgment of God followed them for ſuch avow: 


| pofanation, ſo theſe in our a * bave reaſon to fear his 
OK — to be of the ſame proſane dif- 
Oh, i 13 eyid2nt that ger : 
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Exod. xxxii 5 The people 
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or keep it as an idle day; but to keep it as a holy day a 


neſs of many poor careleſs ſouls on this day, they labour 
as little for their ſouls on it, as they do for their bodies 
they lleep, loiter, ly at home, and ſeldom go to any 


0 a dozen of miles to a market for a little gain, that 


attend the goſpel market for enriching their ſouls. If 
the bell that calls them to the worſhip of God, did ad- 


is * 


perhaps they would be found there among the firlt ; 
5 E for ſpirnual work, they have an averſion to it. 
Moreover, there are many who go to church and at- 
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| ſcience, or ſupport their reputation in the world, than 
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brought up ; but alas! leaving their hearts behind them. 
hence it is, that in the time of the molt ſolemn worſhip 
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ſhut with drowſineſs and ſleep; they find no delight in 
. . the Sabbath, taſte no ſweetneſs in ordinances know no- 
thing of comunion with God in them ; They underſtand 
nat the-pſalmiſt's language, A day in God's courts is bet. 
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them the longeſt and moſt weariſom day of all the week; 


to them. It may be ſaid of them as of Doeg the k.do- 
mite, 1 Sam xxi 7 He was that day detained before the 
Lord. They long to be releaſed from the ſervice of that 
898 it is over.— Alas! the minds of 
many are Io ſet upon the world, that they complain in 
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which is to keep the Sabbath of an ox or aſs, not ofa 
reaſonable creature. To ſandtify the Sabbath, is not to 
keep it merely as a reſt from our common employments, 


day ſet apart for God's glory, and for promoting our 
falvation. But, alas! fuch is the ſpiritual ſloth and idle- 


worſhip at all; if they go out of doors, it is for their 
diverſion, to take a walk, to pay A. viſit, or the like, 
| but not to attend God's worſhip Many alas ! will 


will not go one mile, nor a few ſteps to the church, to 


vertiſe them of a ſtage play, or of ſome idle paſtime, 


tend ordinances this day, rather to pleaſe a natural con- 


to ſerve God or ſave their ſouls. Or perhaps they go be- 
eauſe it is the faſhion, or the way in which they have been 


they preſent their bodies to God, and no more: And 
they have their eyes either wandring after vanity, or elie 


ter than a thouſand any where elſe. No this day is i 


the religious exerciſes of it are irkſome and burdenſome 
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Air hesrts of the length of this day, a3 theſe Iſrael» 
! tes of old, Amos viii s Men will the new morn be - 


gone that ne may ſell corn: and the Sabbath that ne 


una ſet forth wheat ? ney coun all theſe days loſt days 
that dring them ia no workd!y gain Hence it was, : 
| +that the heathens (as Sencca tells ns) counted the Jeu 


| ſoaliſh people, , becaule they loſt à full ſeventh part 
of their lives, to wir by ovlerving the labbath But, 
ah! it is to be lamented, tha: not Heatheas only, but 


anl. gyenl | 5 beans: 


ies of wickedaels in che world, per loas who proſecute 


| \their lewdand peofage:courſes with, more vigour on this 


boy reſt thedeviPs workiag day, and conſume it whok 
Aly apen their Juits ! O how dating an affront muſt this 


he 20 4 -_ 7 tne to make — day toſerve 
| -zhe-devil, a day to improve in vice and debavebery, 
which the ee day for his awn 
\-worſhip and for our iaprayement ia piety and devotion 
It is for remedying theſe wofal abuſes of the fabbach 


that IL have written the enſuing treatiſe ; and, to make 
i mare-generally uſeful to the poor, I bare ſhortned this 


 |ifourch edixion of it, by leaving out the help for prayer 


which was ſubjoined to the formed and poſſibly may be 
1} afterwards publiſhed by ifelf. I have heard of the ale- 


+ falneſs of this treatiſe to fome Who have read it: O 


that Gad would bleſs it to many more, and make it the 
means to preſerve and promote the love and eſteem of 
the Lord's day in the heasts'of arany | -A ſeriaus god 
lineſs never did, ſo it never wi behrine ul in the 
world, when or where the Lord's day is · diſregarded: 
Long experience confirms it, that the fin of ſabbath- 
breaking is a woful inlet to impiety and profaneneſs z : 


They who once begin to make little difference be- 


twixt the Lord's day and other days, will eafily be 
brought to make little OP betwixt the Lord's 
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Alſo. many profeſt: Capithgns, couat the ſabbath a loft | 
| day : Q-whar baſe.ingratvpde is this. to God, for the 
! govaluatile privilege and , bleſing-of. the Goth to the 


tables, the Lord's book and other books: Whereas a 


. 
names and other names, the Lord's table and other 


eonſcientious regard to this holy day is a ſtrong fence 
to religion, being a mighty aw-band upon the ſoul againſt 
the commiſſion of fin. and the neglect of dnty.— The 
Lord's day is an unſpeakable bleſſing to a loſt world, and 
the ſweeteſt day that ever dawned upon it: it ought to 
be the delight of our fouls, and rejoicing of our hearts. 
Every wife man, that knows the value of this day, wilt 
have a peculiar eſteem for it above all the days of the 
week, and will reckon minute of ir precious, and 
defire that none of it be miſpent. What Chriſt ſaid to 
his diſciples concerning the loaves and the fiſhes be ſays 
eo us concerning this holy day, Gather up the fragments 
Gather up the fpare hours minutes of it, count 
them a precious as the gold fmith doth the ſmall 
« filings of his gold, let nothing of Sabbath time be 
e loſt, improve it wholly for God and your ſouls.” - 
This treatiſe I recommend chiefly to families, becauſe 
che duty of ſanctifying the Sabbath doth nearly concern 
all families as ſuch : For all governors of families are 
charged, by the fourth command, to ſee that it be done 
| their dwellings ; and, by the command, they are 
ble for their children ſervants, and for all 
lodge within their gates, that none of them be al- 
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by this treatiſe to mind their proper duty, I 
reward ; but let the glorious author of the 
alone have the praiſe. 

of us get grace to keep the Sabbath of our 
| the things that pleaſe him, and take 
of his covenant, that ſo we may be numbered a» 
whom he will bring to his boly mountain, 
in bis houle of prayer! Amen. 
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conrrurs of this TREATISE. . 1 
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| Coonrining the Morality of the Sabbath, nds - | 
Divine Appointment of the Lord's Day | 
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Quelt. 1 Concerning the SanQtification and inlppet 


The name Sabbath, and if it may be uſed by 


— 


Cbriſtians as well as Jews 4 
Queſt II For what ends the Sabbath is appointed? 8 
Quelt III. What is to be underſtood by the "7 Re 

the Sabbath or fourth command? 
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- . 1 By what Authority was the change 
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8 3 Why the Sabbath was changed to the 
frit rather than any other day of the week? 


Many reaſons for it 33 
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Ahe firſt day Sabbath is authoriſed by the A 
their Example and Direction 44 
Their meeting on the day of pentecoſt, : an Argu- 45 


ment for it, ſeveral other argaments trom * for 
the firit day Sabbath 


46 
Reaions why this day 1s called the Lord's day 47 
The conſciences of men, and the providence of God at» 
teſt the Divine Iuſtitution of the firit day Sabbath; and 


ſundry Examples brought from Hiltory to — 
ſame 


God's wonderful Favours to the right Obſervers b& 
the firſt day Sabbath, for 1700 Years paſt ao Argu- 


ment for ii. Judge Hales remarkable Exprience i in 
obſerving this day 
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Ot Lanny won ſb p on the Lord's Day 
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LORDS DAY. 


The INTRODUCTION. * 


oodne ee 
bs b been 2 3 to give us the boly Bible, of 
canonical ſcriptures, as a perfect rule of faith | 
and manners ; containing at large the great truths, dul- 
ties and concerns of the Chriſtian reli — Aod theſe 
we have briefly compriſed in three ccindt compends, 
which are owned at | received by all Chriſtians, vis the 
oftle's Creed; as it is commonly called, the Lord's : 
rayer, and the Decdulegut ; the firſt being the ſum 
of our credenda, the ſecond of our ue. and rhe 
third of our taciends. 
The Decelegue or Ten commandments, which were 
ſolemaly delivered ts the people 7 Vrael from mount 


| 22 do contain the moral 1. aw being a flxed and Sr 


al.rule of righteouſneſs, which God hail pi | 
obſerved by 5 mankind, in all ages add periods, 
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2 INTRODUCTION. | 


| makes his chief ſubjpct in ſeberal Palme, $ # 
. — and exix; which deſet ves out and 
. h eſteem in that . | | 
2 how vaſtly is its nature from that. | 
of a poſitive law,” which commands or prohibits things 


| that before were indifferent, and only become good 
odr evil by virtue of the command, and other- 
. wiſe : Wag that command to our firſt parents, 
* concerning their not eating of the tree of knowledge ; 
* ſuch were the ceremonial and many of the judicial 
lan gi iven to the uw = Theſe were binding only 
1 8 , and laſted but for a time. But 
the moral law; rl in the Decglogue, is 
_ - © verſal, and perpetual obligation to every r crea» 
| ture, and can never be abrogkted, nor diſpenſed with; 
ſeeing it is evidently founded upon, and agreeable to, 
the dictates of the light of nature, and the 
of ſound reaſon, naturally engraven on man's _ 
This woral law Gold death divided igto = 
Duet. v. 22- In the firſt table, we have eſt four | 
ret which immediately bel — 
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ong 
; of God, and inſtru us in the duties 
WE - to him. r „ 
> , "mandments, whi the re of our nei 
oy bout, and teach us our duty towards chem. gh 
Ai all Go@#'s works are very beaucifutio their order 
ſo are the Tin Commandments, which have their place 
and rank affigned chem, according to the dignity of 
"the duties commanded, and the heinoufaefs of the fins 
forbidden. As for the ff wh the order of way 
mand is admirable : for the firft command determines | 
hs right object of our worſhip, uz. the eternal and [ 
only true God. The ſecond to the means of | 
"worſhip, viz, that they be only thefe 9 
| | ting, and not images, or means of our, de = 
1 The third l de Oo 
de with awful fear and reverence ; withou er 
mm or profaning of his name. Tie fourth £01 
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in his ſolemn worſhip, viz. one day in even, 1 
mmm. whereof 
is to promote the religious obſervation of the Chriſtiaas 


the fadje& of the enſuing treatiſe, the- 


Sabbath, as the beſt mean to revive religion when it falls 


eder decay,and to maintgin, it zg h Life and Pawey 


where it is. 


Time is « jewel of ineſtimable worth, and upon the 


management of it depends the ſalvation of our immortal 
ſouls for ever; and therefore it can never be enough 


nity into another; and yet its worth is ſeldom taken 


notice of until it is quite peſt away from us. How fads 
Thee e 1. 
Man knoweth not his time. 


ly do we derify 
But, of all time, Sabbath time jo the moſt 


and ſhould be redeemed with n 


which our ſalzation depends in a peculiar manner. 
ge oy time in which the holy Spirit La 
work for coavincing, and edifying the 
of men: ir is the time ſet apart by infinite Wiſdom for 
the happineſs of the crentere, and the glory of the 


Creator: And therefore it is the buſineſs of 
d enquire, how this time is to be improven aright. 
1 1 


propoſe to inſiſt chiefly upon two heads; To einde the 
morality of the Sabbath, and the divine appaintmem uf 
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| Kanon, propoſe and reſolve. ſeveral —.— 
A. 1 7 
5 "QUESTION We 15 Ari 
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Wikis the fs. Suction and inprt of he 


x 7 1 SABBAT fo commonly in Uſe among 
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Fer 

„ the ng a day 

it is ſo called, becauſe God bath enjoined us to reſt 
work 
may ſolemnly call to mind his ng from his works; 
both of creation and redemption ; * adore him 


| therefore. ſolace our ſouls in his goodneſs, repole and 


reſt in the arms of his mercy, and meditate upon that 
eternal rot which remains fer he people of Ged in the 
kin being the and meaning of the word 
tre im 

2 rr 
the Lord's day, our Ghriftian Sabbath. 

are ſorve indeed who are offended at the re- 
. — 
times, pretending N ews 1 
the mean time, they ns fond of rhe words prigf 


and altar, which are much; more ſo. But it is furely.a 


miſtake to ſay, That the name Sobbath is Fewi/h, or 


moral law which is of: 11 Chriftians 

as much as Jews ; Remember the Sabbath day to ye | 

it holy, 22 was not the Jews, but the 

"that gave. 

our doth, in the new teſtament, call his own day by the 

name of Sabbath Matth. xxiv 20. Pray ye that your 

Wow bi” net in the: winter, net en the Sabbath 
Now, it is evident, that our Lord doth there 


» 


labour, that we 


peculiar to the Jews, and ſo not to be aſed by Chri- 
flians : For we lee the Lord gives it that name in the 


SaLbath is wane. Nay, Chri 4 
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90. the Jew | 
under . 9 


| concerning 
the Zewiſh Sabbath, it bad laid ſome foundation for 
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of Che . with he bern ans bs bn dn fe 
2525 Giles Fewiſh Sabbath was aboliſhed, and 
205 „ omg oct place. Surely be would 

not bid pray that their flight might not fall 


wiſh, Sabbark, e by beck ene "aa 
that then they would reckon themſelves 


nor under any reſtraint of flecing or travelling on that 
day: (which even the Jeus themſelves believed, at 
that time, they might lawfully do in time of eminent 


muſt mean ebe Chriſtian Sabbath, upon which he "bids 
Chriſtians pray that their flight might bot f 
Not that it was unlawful for them to flee or travel 


red. - ayoeY 
ſtians; which they then thought it lawful to do, as we 
told before. 440% If Chriſt had ſpoke fo 


Chriſtians to fall into miſtakes” concerning the oblige- 


LR LEY bs n * * 
— hs” at «4 WL. 


1 
- * * 
J 
© 
£ : 


4 7 Y | —_” ? p * * 
| N EA 2 
1 * 4 I * 1 , 4 * a % 4 * 
i as. 


"= applied to the Lord's day, is becauſe they cannot al. 
nd ow of any thing that wouldinfer an abligation upon then 
k- to keep * — a iti holy reſt apon the Chriſtian $abbarh 

4 as the Jews did upon their Sabbath ; but I will hare 
W. | decaſion to ſpeak K. aftet wards. * Nane a cdl 

1 | I need nor ſtand bere, ta ſhewthe different ſig · 
Is | _ nifications of the word Sabbath among the Jeu: ooly 


in a word, beſide the ſeyenth day of each week, or 
weekly Sabbath, (which ü the tot ordibary decepration 
of the word in feriptore) it is put alſo ſometimes to 15 


_ 'a whole week, betauſe every week had a Sabbat | 

inc iti it, Lev. xiii 15. Sever S4bbarks af 1 
conpleat, i e. weeks. ” The Plaraſee ſaith, Luke xvii 
12. 1 faſt twice a with, otig. vw & lic ra re Ha - 
Likewife the word Saas is ſometimes put to fignify 
ſeven years, Lev. xxv$. Thou halt number unte thes 
ſeven Sabbath: of years, i e, (as it-is there explained) 
ſeven times ſeven years. Seven years was called a- 
mong the Fews, a Sabbath of j+ars, becauſe their lang 
relted' from culture or huſbatidry every fevttith year, ih 

anſwer to the charch's reſting every ſevepth day. Hence 


rit- it is laid, Lev xx 4 The ſeventh year ſhall be a Sab. 

= bath of reft unto the land Beſides this, they had their | 
_ great ſabbatical year, or Jubilee, which was every fifti- = 
hae. eth year : Fory according to Ley xxv 9. they were io 
15 reckon ſeven ſabbaths of years, or ſeven times ſeven erte 
its whith' ie forty nige, and then to obſerve their Zabiter, 
galt or fabbatical year. Laſih, the other ſacred feaſts, which 
ur- 


the Jews Eept monthly e e alfo called * | 
$to baths, in regard, of their reſling from labour on theſe WM 
= days, as on the Weekly Sabbath. Hence, Levit xxiii 2 1 
dhe firſt day of che ſeventh month, which was their {ea# 
© of trumpets, is called a Sabbath : But the weekly Sab- 
bath is commonly called in ſcripture, by way of eminen- 
cy, The Sabbath : to diffinguith it from all 6ther Sab- 
baths, and give it the preference t0 all the other fealt 
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N QVESTION n. 
For what end: bath Cd appeinted a weekly Sabbath! 
ga +; | + "ot 


II. God hath appointed it for manifeſting of his own 
and particularly for diſplaying his ſovereign power | 


and authority over all his creatures. It muſt certainly 
be an high acknowledgment of God's univerſal dominion 
and ſupremacy to have all the world, every week, in 


done day, lay aſide their own buſineſs, that they may 
| jointly wo | 


yorſhip him in a publick and ſolemn manner. 
_ 2dly, He appointed the bath for the benefit of 
his creatures, and particularly in compaſſion to fallen man 
for he ſaw man's heart would be ſo glewed to the world, 
fo drencht is ſenſuality, that, were he left to himſelf, 
he would not allow one day in a month, nay, in a year, 


for. divine worſhip; but would have drudged himſelf, 


bie ſervants and beaſts, even. ro death, in purſuit of 
worldly things, without minding any thing that is better: 
Wherefore a merciful God hath ſtriftly commanded man 


to reſt one day every week from all worldly concerns, 


that thereby he might, in a manner, be laid under a 
neceſfity to mind his ſoul and the things of another 
world; and in the mean time, the poor toiled beaſts, 


| toiled beat 
_ as well as mens bodies, might have ſome reſt and caſe 
for their preſervation and ſupport. e reſt and 8 


. 


Fiat. The Sabbath tends highly to our inſtruRion, 


But more particularly, the Sabbath is deſigned 


of Chriſtianity in our memories. The Sabbath.recur- 


ing every week, doth ſtill of new lay before us a com- 
pendius view of theſe effential doctrines. The creation 
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 compleating our redemption : Besides that g/orious and 
— br provided for the eople of Gad 4 
_ — hr eule to promote holineſs. ſpicituality 
By 1 add that two ways, 1. 
og 


off from temporal to ſpiritual employment, 
| Senſual obje through the week are ready to alienate 


—— ſpirizual rhings out 
of our minds: ſor recalliag whereof, the Sabbath 
ſeaſonadly recarns, and preſents and entertains us with | 


divine objects 
emblem. af heaven, and 


2- BY affanding us a.livdy 
the converſation of whe glotiſted faints, in celebrating 
that eternal Sabbath above: For as in heaven there is | 
— _ „or any worldly buſineſs, but con- 
God, enjoying comapaies with hin : 
OT praiſing him for ever. wichour any mixture 
of other affairs; ſo the Lord wall —— 


| QUESTLON. Ut. 4 
be ir tobe underflaed iy the monality of the Sabbath, —1 


or Fourth Commandment rede ole ot. 
4 NS WE R. 


When me call-che bsh, en Joh 0omertodatent 9 
Moral, we mean that it is one of Gqd's metal pre- X 
cepts, or a partof the motel As. d the: prrgetagl and — © 
1 Soll. for; te gala, aur; life 
fo, by _ it moral, we diſtingui m 
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it from the — which was bindiog for a 
time only, and abrogated by Chriſt's coming. The 
fourth commandment, enjoining the obſervation of the 
Sabbath, 44 but moral; — l A 
[ temporary, but of ſtanding and perpetual obligation, Y 
1 — r r 
3 : But, that we may have 6 more difiiat Gon 
of the morality of the Sabbath, we muſt A agu be. 
twixt things that are naturally moral and things po- 
fitively moral — Moral natural is, when the thing re- 
quired is l and authorized by the law 
of nature and right r that it is fit and neceſſary to 
be done, the” river bad hong we expreſs command for 
it: ſuch as worſhipping God, obeying parents, abſtain- 
ing from murder. &c. Moral poſnive is ſomething en- 
joined us, which, tho” it be agreeable to the law of 
nature, yet carries not ſuch a natural evidence is it, 28 
to oblige us, without a divine revelation and expreſs 
command ; but, being once revealed and commanded, 
ĩt is perpetually binding as well as that which is moral | 
natural. Now, the fourth command is commonly cal- 
led moral poſitive, the? indeed there are ſeveral things 
in it. which are of natural equity, and authorized by 
the law of nature and ſound reaſon ; ſuch as © 
4 That there be a due part of our time ſtated and 
crated-for the ſolemn worſhip and ſervice a God, 
and prrticularly in publick afſemblies. * : 
5 24ly, That this ſtated time or day ſhould be unĩver- 
nal and the ſame through all, ther" ne meats — 
- - Interfere not with another's devotions. | 
_- 3dhy, That this day ſhould recur in a due frequency 
that it neither be ſo rare, as to hinder our ſouls good 
r indiſpoſe us for the duties of it; nor fo — 
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duties ofthis day be not * 
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inſtitution, i e. binding only by a poſitive law, and ex- 


time for God's ſolemn - 


s 7 


ſeventh part, or one dag in ſeven ; And can ang man {ay 


EN 


5 ſomething that is Hine e or mutable, vix. 


2 wh * — * 


fcb Sabbath. 8 


ee draw off the ** from 
God and divine object Theſe. four. = included in 
the fourth commandment, I reckon to be of natural 


1 here are other things in it, which are of poſitive 


| equily or moral natural. 


- 
— 
o 


pieſs revelation. Of theſe again there is ſomething, 
iſt, That is poſitive moral, i, e. of perpetual and | 
unalterable obligation, viz. Thar the foreſaid ſtated © .' 1 
ip ſhould be the ſevemh —- } 
rt of our time, or one day in ſeven. This by Gods 
aw, is become perperually moral and unalterable; but 4 


if God had not revealed it ta vs, the law or light of 


nature could not have determined. us to it, nor rendered i. 


any ſolid reaſon why the ſeventh rather than the fifth, 


ſixth, or eight part of our time ſhould have been fo 
eonſecrazed to God; But the Author of nature, 
who beſt knows what proportion of time ſuits beſt both 
to mens bodies and ſpirits, and how oft, it ſhould recur, 
ſo as to anſwer beſt the exigencies-both of our. preſent 
and future life, hath wiſely determined it to be a - 


but it is a moſt rational and fair determination? Had 
he dealt with us ſtriftly, be might have taken the fix. 
days, 08 us but one:; Bur ſince he bath taken but 
one, mag allowed us fax, we ought to acknowledge that 
the Lord hath M graciotiſly and liberally with us. 
erred to ourſelves, could we have 
given leſs time than this t9 God, from whom we have 
all our time, nay. opr FP. being, and all the 
things we enjoy ? 1 
But, 2d/y, There i is in ,the fourth ELD! Fo: 
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4 Sade of this ase 60 the 4 
lav, in Hat end of the week, the 
- whether the beſt or the laſt of the feven Hy 


mand is only, to bind vs to conſe: a wry 


— 4 — runs, Remember Hhe Sabian day Yo 1% 


it is not 
ſeventh in number; hot the ſeventh day after the crea- 
tion, but the day fellowigg the 6x days allowed man to 
labour; that day d the Lord's, whatever day in 


we obſervation of the ſeventh day from 


is the 
it had 
that 
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conſecrate for it; ſince the 


of our time, ot one day in ſeved, to the Lord: 
I of the command, and ee | 
obligation in it. Foe, : obſerve. e 


boly :—Slz days Malt thou labour 420 that Ae 
but the ſeventh day it the Sabbath of the Lord. He 
faith not, Remember 1% ſeventh 5 bo keep it holy, 
but, Remember the Jabs da by reft. whatever 


day it ſhall be ily jor oti IT the fix days for 


your labour, God have a ſeventh every week for 
his folema worſhip : this is the deſign of the law: For 
hen it is faid The eventh bi 1he abbath the Lord 

precifely the: meant of the fevddt is order, but the 


week it fall on. 9K eren t 
ed the ſeventh day, Which el ſeems to. be 
the 12 tk the creatibn ; yet is is ſaid, Ho ble 7 
the Sabbath day, not the ſeventh day. 55 that it is 
plain, that, both in the beginhiog end. of "the com · 
mand, the Lord puts a remarkable difference 
the Sabbath or day of holy felt, gd the ſeventh day of 
22 ner implying, ſhag the. 
of the command is to Wind us 10 | 
8 whatever rer 
Ne & be. fe ar r ce Rod that 
the creation, 
is to be diſtinguiſhed from whe ſixading law of the Sab- 
bath. For Remember the Sabbath day to keep it hely, 
the fourth command, and mats —The yer | ge 
d ſtopt there, and faid no mote, Tho | 
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week for the Sabbath, is ſs enjoined by the fourth - - 
command, what none could have altered it from that 
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te another, but he that is Lord of the Sabbath. + 
Thus you ſee in what ſenſe the fourth command it 
moral, and of aniterable obligation ; and how it yer- 


| changed, by divins <* 
authority, from the laſt to the firſt day of the week; © 
| afterwards) the ſubſtance, ſcope, 'or mora- 

of the fourth command is nowife infringed ; and 
it ſtill retains its authority and obligatiory force as muck 
as ever, binding Chriſtians to ſanctify the Grſt day of the 
week as much as it did the Jes to ſanctify the laſt . 
Even as a law, commandiog the keeping of an anviver- 
fary day for the fovereign's birth dorh equally apply it- 
felf 10 the birth day of each ſacceeding prince, © 


__ _.QUES TION w. 


| How may the Mey of the Sabbeth, or the | 
1 85 Ouligaton of the Fourth Command, be dee. 
he ff nonfrated eee dey 


be There are many reaſons which prove that the fourth 
1 command is moral binding us by a ſacred and perpe» 
Aud = | tual law, to keep holy one dayin ſeven, to the end ofthe 

day | world ; ſuch ade - . | N | a iS | 
—4 I. If the law cal the Sabbath - > ny given 92 

11 and binding upon him in a ſtate of innocency before 
ot —— ceremony or type of Chriſt inſtituted ; 
(for en man did not need a Redeemer, nor any rite 
or type relative.to him) then 2 this c -- 
mand was not ceremonial, nor aboliſhed by Chris 
coming but is of moral and perpetual obligation; But 


the former is true : and therefore the latter. The con- F 
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fone wentioned; end alfs; frem-thiss.; That the Sabe 


< bath was appointed to Adam upon a moral ground, 


which. obliges ali bis poſterity, vis. That he might 


| have freedom and opportunity for the ſolema worſhip 


of God, without any deverfion from worldly things. 
For. Adam, in his beſt eſtate being but a finite creature, 


could not be intenſely taken up with ſpirjtual and tem- 


poral things both at once; his ordinary employment 


of dreſſing the garden would, in ſome meaſure,-have 


diverzed his mind, that he could not wholly give him 
ſel f to devotion and the folmn worſhip of his Ma- 


ker: Wherefore God ſa it fit he ſhould bave a day 


ſer apart, wherein he might have an uninterrupted 
freedom for it. Now, if Adam needed a Sabbath, ſor 
the grounds above mentioned: much more do we need 
one, who are not only finite creaures but corrupt al- 

ſo ; and have fo little grace and ſtrength for ſpiritual 
employment, and ſo many corruptions, tentations and 
allurements to draw our hearts from God through the 
week, which he had not. 

_ Philip Limberch and other Anti. ſabùatariant have 


nd way to anſwer this argument, but by denying ſuch an 


early inſtitution of .the Sabbath, and aſſerting, that it 
was not appointed till Moſes his time, when the cere - 
monies were inſtituted. But the contrary is evident 
from ſeveral texts. PLE AE et | 
1/. From Gen ii. 5 Where we are told, before 
man's fall, or any word of it, that God bleſſed the 
ſeventh day, and ſanctiſed it becauſe that in it he had 
neſted from all bis work Now the ſcripute notion of 
fandtifying any thing, is to ſeparate and ſet it apart 
from common to ſacred uſes and purpoſes. And ſo 


it is plain from this text, that God from the begin- 


ning of. the world, did fanctify and ſet apart one day 
in ſeven, to de obſerved by all mankind, as a day of 


_ facred reſt, a day ſolemnly conſecrated to his - worſhip 
and ſervice: And to ay a tie on us to obſerve it we 


bave God's example, of reſting this day from all Mir 
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ab- beginning of the world had a Church in it who wonle 
ad, certainly join together in performing public worſhip FF 
0 and ſervice to him; they behoved to bave ſet times for 
14 it, and conſequently a Sabbath: And what day. ſo fit 1 
85. for that purpoſe, as the day which God bath fanified  : 
re for ſacred reſt? That this was the antient practiſe may, 
m- be inferred from Gen. iv 2 4 where we read of Caim 
ent and Abel their bringing offerings to the Lord, which 
__ : was an inſtance of public worſhip. And, ver 3 it is 
um ſaid, In proceſa of time, they brought offerings, &c. 
ba. Now, thefe words, In proceſs of time, may be as well 
ay rendered from the Hebrew, at the end of days, and fo 
ed it is in the margit of Bibles Now, by the end of days 
for - muſt be meant the period of working days, which we 
ed call a week; and fo it was on the ſeventh day, when © 
al. ſolemn worſhip was (according to divine inſtitution) to 
ual be performed, that men brought their offerings to the 
nd Lord. That God's reſt on this day was exemplary to 
he all mankiad, appears from his taking fx ſeveral days to 
"Op | m his works of creation, and the diſtinct record- 
_ ing of each day's work, and his reſting upon the ſeventh 
an day. Certainly it had been as eaſy. for an almighty 
* Power to have made the world in one day as in ſix. He- 
1 that ſaid, Let there be light, let there be a firmament, 
nt and it was ſo, might, if he had pleaſed aſſoon have ſaid, 
| Let there be a world and it had been ſo. And why 
re did he not? Surely for our inſtruction and imitation, 
he that we in like manner ſhould ſanctify every ſeventh day 
ad of our time after fix days labour. And this is given as 
of the reaſog of the fourth command, Remember the Sab- 
rt bath day to keep it boly; er in fix days God made 
fo beaven and earth &c. | LE DE IS 4 
„ The Anti ſabbatarians are much gravelled with tbe 
7 ſorecited text, Gen ii 3. And to evite rhe force of it, 
of contrary to all reaſon, they would alledge that the bleſ- 
ip fing and fanQifying of = day did not commence 
ve” immediately from the creation, dur only in the days of 
17 Moſer when the command was given for the Sab- 
de hate, Exod, xx. And chat Moſes only relates this 
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_ whence commentators } 
cation of the Sabbath was a thing notour to the {ſraclites, 


- cording to his == and lay up non 
ver. 16, 19. and 


virtue ne. order *r GEL lawful 


| the ſeventh day, he adds immediately io words of the 


ſame fenſe, That God bleſſed the Sabhath day and ſancti- 
fied it And if we compare this place with Exod xx. 


11. For in fix days the Lord made beaver and earth the | 


ſee, and all that in them is, and eau ebe ſeventh day; 


 awhberefore the Lordbleſſed the Sabbath gay and hallowed 
it. It is manifeſt, that there he brings in:Gad's bleſ- 


ſing and ſanRifying of the Sabbath, not as an action 


_ then brit done, but as that which God bath done loag 


2dhy, That this was the beginning, is 
N 16 22, ag. from 
obſerve. That. the ſanctiſ - 


before it was enjoined them by Moſes ; otherwiſe 
there would be ſtrange abrupmeſs. in the iatro- 


dueing of that matter - For, before ever there was wy 


mention of the Sabbath, we find; ver 22. that the 
raelites, of their own accord. gathe 
viſion of Manna on tbe ſixth day 


'Y not proper on the Sabbath. But the rulers taking 0o- 
tice. of this practice, as done, not only without, but 
ia appearance contrafy to the orders given · them. they 
| bring the matter to Moſes, that they might know his 


thoughts of it. Whence it a that 


'doubred if the people had done right, ſeeing Maſe 
had commanded that every man i 


they might 0 that 
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confirmed. Fo morrow ir the 4 


them any previous direction about the keepi 
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Opn 
the Kibbath fo, Fut not Befng able to reconeile 


ſeeming clan ing of theft two commands, of nk 
Manta every day, and reffing on the ſeventh day. th 1 ; 


0 came to Moſes in 4 folenin 2 for direaion 


this ſtraining cafe. Accbrdin 
yp 4 refe Inrron, and” 
eeable to © #htfent law concerning the | 

— 4. Hop: il. which 950 was to be renewed ank 
of the holy Sabbat® 2 

ents the Lord. Ile faith not + 6-5 ſhall be the | 
reſt, but To morrow is the reſt, f me Bu it 28 4 
thing well knowingo them Now, if Moſes had 1 wed 


ver, 2 Maſer gives 


Sabbath, and gathering à double proviſion of Manna, 
what was the need of all the ruſers coming fo ſolemniy 
to Moſes abbrt- this cafe? For, it is faid, ver. 22. 


| That all tht rulers of the congregation came and told 


Moſes. From all ich it is clear, that the law for 


the Sabbath waz extant, and the obſea vation of it in vfe, 
before either che promulyation of the moral law r 


mount Sinai, or the giving of the ceremonial law, 
-which was fometime afterwards. - 


24ly, The firſt ede Mun un N. 
member to keep Holy the Sabbath day, plainly infinuats 
the renovation of an old command, and not the enact- 
ing of a new one. It is highly probable, that rhe ob- 


ſervation of This antient law had been greatly neglect = 


ed for years before, while the Ifraclites were'in 
bondage in Egypt, and obliged to ſote labour every day 
by their taſſc maſters, and fo got fuffered to keep the 
Sabbath as before, Hereby no doubt the impreſfions 
of the duty of keeping it, might be much worn off the 
minds of many; tho the memory of the Sabbath was 
not quite loſt, as appears from the people's gathering 


double Manna on the ſixth day of the week Without : 


direction. But, thut they might guard againl neglect- 
ing or forgerting the Jaw for bath in time com- 
ing, the Lord rene the | com üb a ele 


* Remender to Kee holy 75 ene 2. 
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- je obſerving of the Sabbath; it is no wonder : 
Sond be. ents ths. dikes of ſome thouſands of 
after the creation, in very ſmall bounds; where- 
in many things relating to the in that 
mult certainly be omitted . -for the nt which Mo- 
ſes gives of thoſe L. 
introduction to his hiſtory of the deliverance, erection 
and of the nation of the Jews, God's _— 
people, and the only viſible church he then had 
| the earth. Nevertheleſs, we have no reaſon to 
queſtion the patriarchs obſervation of the Sabbath = 
the beginning of the world; but good ground to be- 
lieve they did it, if we conſider the eminent piety of 


ſome of them together with their long lives, by reaſon 


whereof it was very eaſy to hand down the inſtitution. 
of the Sabbath, . revelations, from 
Adam to Abraham's days. For Adam's life reached ts 


Methuſalem's time; Methuſalem's life reached to 
Shem's time; and Shem's life reached to Abraham. 
And being religious men they would not fail to teach 


and recommend God's ſtatutes to one another. And 
for Admbain the ſenkgr of rhe GUdilh, we agg) anger 


1 4 rr ſtatutes 


n. xviii. 19. and, without deubt, he enjoin'd the 


keeping of the Sabbath among the rell. And tho' it be 


not mentioned in ſo many words, that is no 


ſerving the Sabbath all the time of the Judges, which 
was near five hundred years; yet there is no grounds 
to queſtion buz they kept it all that time. 
Several things might be added, which make it highly 
probable, that the inſtitution of the Sabbath was hand - 
<d down. by tradition from Adam to his poſterity, 


| through all the world. What reaſon elſe can be given 


of Noah's obſerving the revolution of {even days while 
? Cm 10, 12. Where we fee him once 
the fall of the waters by ſevens, He 


| qchly, The” Moſes niakes not expreſs mention of the 


argument 
the thing; for we read not of the church's ob- 
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| 3 19 
fore be ſent out the next meſſenger ; ae | 
that upon his ſuitable obſervation of the Lord's Sab»- - * 
bath, he might look for the more agreeable news to 

de brought him. r - 
me into weeks, and . 


\ 


their forefathers; and not learned, to be face, from 
the Jews againſt, [whoſe cultoms and religion they hed 
{ach rooted prejudices. 

II. A ſecond argument, for the morality of the fourth 
command, may be drawn from the ſituation of it. 
We find the command placed in the midſt of the De- 
calogue, or theſe moral precepts which God hath deli- 
vered to the world, as a perpetual rule of their lives. 
And is it any way probable, that God would place a 
ceremonial law, or temporary precept, in the very midſt 
| — As it is certain that the moral precepts have 
the preference to the ceremonials in many things; ſo it 

is 0s tnon. thrtahe four commend, or the ſacred obſer- 

vation of one day in leyen, hath an equal ſhare with the. 
other nine, in all the a a9. privileges of the 

moral law. For, 
Ins che 1ſt place, - This fourth command, as well an | 
the reit, was ſpoke immediately by the voice of God, |} 
in the hearing of all the people: whereas the other 
laws, ceremonial or judicial, were only _= unto | 
| Moles, and by him declared unto the peo people 
_24ly, This command, as well as the of the De- 

calogue, was written by the finger of God: nay, twice 
written by him in tables of == Whereby the Lord 
intended to teach us its fixed continuance and Jaſt- 
ing obligation; and that by bis Spirit he would have - 
this law writ in the fleſhly tables ot his peoples hearts 

never to be obliterated. But this was not dage 4 

rr | 
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24h, This commend was put 26d avon: — 


verbally. to Moſs, nod wrinen by t 


44 


reſt of the moral law in the ark: whereas the law of 
ceremonial ordinances was placed in à book without on 
the fide of the ark, and which might beſeparated from 
the ark. The moral precepts were laid up within the 
. | ark of the covenant, 6 fign of their excellency and 

- prrpetuity, and of their being inſcparadle from — 

- and his coventant (of hom the ark was a famous t 
therefore faith Chrift, "Pfal xi. 8. Thy law is wit 
my heart : But the ceremonial precepts being — 


the ark of the covenant, was a token they were ſepa - 
' rable from it, and to be aboliſhed by Jeſus Cbriſt, when 
the appointed time ſhould come. And, if the law of 


the Sabbath had been of this patare; to be ſure it had 


been placed on the fide of the ark, with the other ce- 


remonial laws, and not lodged within it together with 


wiuete moral precepts, which were perpetual and unalter- 
able, Moreover, if ſituation in the Decalogue, a 


the for] precepts, which were laid up in the * be a 
good argument for the morality of the ſecond command, 
againſt the Papiſts, as it is improven aga giſt them by 
roteſtant divines, there can be no. reaſon, why 
E argument ſhould not be fully as concluding for 
the fourth command againſt the Anti ſabbatarians. 
3. A, third argument, for the morality of the fourth 


W | command way be this : The reaſons and grounds of 


this command are in their nature, moral and 

tual, and as forcible upon Chriſtians as Jews ; conſe» 

quenily the command itſelf muſt be moral alſo. c 
The reaſons included in the fourth command are 

various. 1ſt. One reaſon, enforcing the ſanctiſication 

of the Sabbath, is taken from the —— of the day, 


Tu ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; it | 


ir the Lord's day. and the holy of the Lord, Iſa. Iviil. 13. 
"the day which the Lord hath reſerved for bimſelf and 
*. ols, and therefore mw r * 


« 


2 of . 
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us, in 


is not this as needful now, avit was of old among the 


bind us as much as the Jens? Have we any 


reaſon 
. power to; alienate from God, what is his property, 
more than they had? ; wg” Yo 


addy. Another reaſon is taken from the equity und 
rationality of this precept. God is good and liberal to 
iving us fix days for our works; Wherefore it 
bly reaſonable and juſt that we ſhauld give him 
one day for his worſhip. It aggravated David's ſin 
[that he took the poor man's darling ew lamb, when he 


had a whole flock of his on: As it did our ſirſt par- 


ents fault in pulling the fruit of one tree that God had 
reſerved, when he gave them all the reſt of the trees at © 


— their will; ſo it heightens our crime, if we rob God of 
| this one day, when he gives us no leſs then fix to our- 


ſelves. M e 
dying bodies. bave fix 


our 
occaſions, that our immoral ſouls ſhould have one for 


theirs. Now, doth not the equity and juſtice: of this 


command affect and oblige us as much as it doth the 


341y. A third reaſon is taken from the charitableneſs 

of this lawy viz. That our bodies and cattle ſhould 
have a day allowed them for reſt 5 Charity faith, that 
they ſh have ſome eaſe and relaxation from ſore la- 
bour and not be wearied out with continual. toil; And 


e Another reaſon is drawh from God's example, 
which is a rule to us: For in fx days the Lord made 
beaven and earth the ſea, and all that in them is, and 
reſted the m_ 4 . .— twofold ny ex- 
ample, bot 3009's reſti working; a ”. 
—— at av — — 
ployed fix days in the works of creation; ſo we are to 
make uſe of fix days in the works of our lawful calling; 
And as he ceaſed from his works, and reſted on the 
ſeventh day; fo we are bound to imitate him in 


ys for their neceſſities and 


* n Is. 
* 


— * « wtf 4 N Wages 7 
— r WS . 4 J"_ 7 hy. p 
[WY ' | N 
5 a os * 


* e the Mans : 


by quitting our weekly labours, and ſanQi- 
ring the Sabbath day. Now, can there any reaſon 
de given, why we are not as much bound to follow | 
God's example, in reſting one day after ſix days _— 
as the Jews were? 

A. fifth is taken from the bleſt advantage of i it 3 it 10 
a bleſt day to them that keep it. And, is not God as 
able and willing to bleſs the Sabbath to us now, as he 
was of old? And, do not we ere 
en the Jews? 

Now, if theſe m be moral; perpetual and 
obligatory to us, as much as to the Jews; the command 
N mult be ſo likewiſe. . 


Iv. A fourth a may be taken front the ſpe 
cial-marks (f honour and teſpect that God puis on this 
command. It is not enly engraven on tables of ſtone 
the immediate finger of God, as all the reſt; but it 
is privileged above them, in ſeveral reſpets. + 
"uit; It is placed in the firſt table of the laws od 
thereby preferable to thoſe of the ſecond table. 5 
__ _2diy. It is ſituated in the midſt of the Degcalogue in 
the cloſe of the firſt table, and before the from of the 
ſecond table; thereby teaching us, that the oblervati- 
on of both tables much depends on the keeping of this 
one command. God bath placed it in the heart of the 
ten commands, becauſe the keeping of it gives life to 
che keeping of all the reſt. The. ſanctißeation of the 
Sabbath is an epitome of all religion; it virtually in- 
cludes; all the commaũds, and [trongly engages-men to | 
keep them all. Hence it was, when the Iſraalite- 
broke the fourth. commandment by gathering of manna, 
that the Lord. charges them with breaking all. the com- 
mands; Exad. xvi 20 How long refuſe yo to keep my 
commandments and my laut! Why fo? he 
tat makes no conkcience of keeping the Sabbath, will . 
not much ſtick to break any of the reſt. Y 
Za, It hath a ſolemn moments prefixed to to it which 
the n het; = W 
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the chief end why it was given him, as if the keepi 
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. 3 
which is very emphatic, and is, as if he had faid, 


yo A. 
CV 


Le this command always in your minds : forget what 


you will, forget not thiss God ſpeaks, ar a maiter that 
hath ſome ſpecial affar among many others, to te- 
cominend to his ſervant: Among all other injunctions, 
he bids him particularly. Remember ſuch an affair; 


thereby ſhewing a ſpecial c oncerm for it, more than the 


reſt. 5 
N It is delivered both poſitively and negatively : 


the reſt of the commands are delivered only one - 


of the ways, but this is both ways. It is not 


 faid poſitively, Remember the Sabbath to keep It holy; 


but alſo negatively, In it thou halt de no manner of 
gthly, The Lord preſſeth obedience to this com- 


mand, with more reaſons and arguments than any of 


the reſt which were enumerated before. And this he 


| doth, becauſe he knew the conſcientious obſerving 


of this command would engage 'us to make ience 
of all the reſt, and becauſe he foreſaw wicked men 
would attack it, and reaſon againſt it more than any 


any 
of the reſt. Now, is it probable that God would ſhew 

ſuch a concern for a ceremonial law, that he would 
place it n the middle of the moral precepts, and preſs UL 


it with more reaſons and arguments than any of 


them ? 


6thly, He makes the keeping of this command, and 


ſanctifying of the Sabbath, one ſpecial end of man's. 


creation; becauſe therein God is highly glorified. The 
Jewiſh Talmud propounds the Queſtion, . Why God made 


man on the evening before the Sabbath? and gives this 
one reaſon, that man might forthwith enter upon the 
obſervation of the command to keep the Sabbath, and 


begin his life with the worſhip of God, which was 


the Sabbath were the great end of his creation. 


indeed there is ſolid reaſon for this aſſertion, if we 
conſider, that as the end of the Sabbath day is to cm. 


- 


memerate God's glorious works, and celebrate his 
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for the ſame; ſo the chief end and deſigu of 
man, whom God made on the fixth day, as his laſt to 

\ be the tongue of the whole creation, to trumpet forth 
his praiſes for all the reſt of his works. And accord- 
ingly, juſt on the back of his creation, he entered up- 
on t a Sabbath, for that very end-. 80 
it may well be faid, That God made min chiefly ſor 
this end, to keep the Sabbath day. 5 n | 
3 _  qehly, The Lord entails many ſpecial bleffings upon | 
me keepivg of this command, and ces many g 
J fad threstnings againſt the breaking of it, Read the 
Joch Chapter of Ifaiah- throughout, where the Lord 
not only pronounceth him bleſſed that keeps the Sab- 

bath, but promiſes to give bim a place and a name bet» 

ter aben of ſans and datghters, io fill bis heart with 
_ Hi joy, to give him a ſpirit of prayer, and to hear 
| his prayer? God will both give him ability to ferve 

kim, and then accept and reward his ſervice when it 

is done. Alſo read Ia. tviii. 14 Jer. zvii 24. where 

bleflings, both ſpiritual and temporal, peace, wealth, 
plenty and proſperity, are promifed to fuch as keep the 
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bbath. - On the other hand, how terrible are the 
des he threatens againſt a land or people for break · 
- Ing this command? Read Jer. xvii. 27. Ezck. xx. 
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Stbly, He hath ſeverely 3 ſinners for the 
breach of this command, as if it were the ſum of his 
whole ſervice. He cauſed'a man to be put to a cruel 
death for gathering ſticks on the Sabbath, Num xv. 
The offence 'might be thought ſmall, but God looks 
on the contempt of the Sabbath, as an affront to the 
Creator who iaſtitured it, and to whoſe honour it was 
dedicate] and an incurſion upon the whole law, about 
_which God appointed the Sabbath for a bedge. It was 
the fighting of the Lord's Sabbathe thrt cauſed Je- 


ET TTY EPR 


tuſalem to be buror with fire, fer. xvii. ult. Many ; 
Inſtances of wy, many againſt Sabbath breakers might 1 
nnr IR 


\ 


4 old Leng the Sabbatb, even: ara Ho winks, iſa 


pry for» wy ſalvation is near ts come, 
 Tighteoufueſs ito le revealed; Ala 


: bald in a manner ſur the whole dutiex of the-covetianty = 2 


Tat this evangelical:prophet is ſpeaking there of the 
r — 


"ennach ſhould be jg 
hond be 0. diſliaction af petſons, Jews or Geiitiles, 


fingy, promiſed to them that ſhould ckeep the"Sakba 


L 1 part of the moral law, 2 


mands, Matth. v. 7. 
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— of the eld — kaiah, that even- oi 
i blefing: an thoſe that 
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the bord, Keep fuel, and _ 
is — that 

doth thir,——tbat: heopeth ; the Sabbath fr 

it That is n plaig-prophecy of heh (om peut yer, in his 

times de declares them bleſſed who mould keep the 

Sabbath: Lea. ver. 6 be puts the keeping of the Subs 


tt to do,, 
lot he. in ſpeaking af ihe time when the ſtraager hne 
the Lord, and when ere 


but ſhould be alike come to God and his brdi- 
Nances3. And yet, in theſe times, chere ute may hleſ- 


which —— —_— . tt 


VI Chad 8 Phe be came 


to tall it, ſevere Lies ae ru fe ee | 
to invalidate — — the leaſt of these gend 

9 aud, in confirmation 
hereof, he bids Carine. — — their flight might 


| not be on the Sabbath aay; Matth. xxiv 16 Nov, the 


flight. he there ſpeaks of, range ep private: ger] 
time, about forty years after that alf Gereniotties whte 
abvliſhed, together with 1be Jewifti Sabbätih, #6 
ſhewed before: and yet we fee Chriſt plaioly «Y 


x; F 


the law for the Sabbath; under the 


for he i ſoppaſes chat = Sabbath would bein be _— 
ing and in force, after all the cereinonies wens 


oy 
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2.86 Concerning the Morality. I 
_ aboliſhed ; and therefore he warnt his diſciples, and in 
=. themall Chriſtians to the end of the world, to make 
n petition in their prayers upon any approaching cala- 
Fl | re 
the day when the duties of the Sabbath ſhould be ob- 
ſerved : Seeing it is no ſmall. aggravation of our dif- 
treſo, to be forced to flee and travel on God's haly day, 
' When we ſhould be employed in attending the ſolemn 
_ ordinances of his worſhip, and enjoying communion 
/ oof 5 HE 
VII. A ferenth argument may be taken from the 

abſurdities that would follow upon the denying the 
morality of this command. For then ft, re 
- would be but nine commands in the moral law, which 
1s directly contrary to ſcripture ; for we are told that 
+4 there are ten in it, Deut x 4 Aud be wrote on the 

tables, according tothe int writting, the ten command- 
ments which the Lerd fpake out of the midſt of the 
P F 
adly It would open 
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| a door for Atheiſm and Immo- 
rality, and tend to caſt looſe the whole moral law. For 
- if we yield that the fourth commandment is not moral, 
| or waar ber fo not ſome, in the next place, 
riſe up and ſay, The ſreond and fifth are not moral 
neither ? and fo on, concerning the reſt. But the Lord 
| having written the whole moral law in tables of ſtone, 
and the fourth command in midſt thereof, doth reach 
us thereby, that the whole of it ſhould be indelibly 
, written in our hearts, and that the obligation of it, and | 
„ nanny ty 9 an. OO Us GU: | if 
| VLafth, The univerſal church have fill held the com- b 
mandment of the Sabbath to be moral, and of perpe- 5 
tual obligation, and that the ſeventh day of our time 
ſhould be conſecrated unto the Lord, The conſtant 
practiſe of all true Chriſtians. ſince the apoſtles times, 
in oblerving a weekly Sabbath, is a great confirmation 
of this aru;h ; eſpecially if we conſider, that the judg- 
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; and 


PET of the catholick church have hocs 


. warſhip — Rowen of God. Yea, ſo ftrong ig. the 
light hereof, that thoſe who have apoſtatized from 


lem wo 


Sire Feier 


of obſerving a ſtated day of ſacred relt of God for the a 


world. Ad it is to be obſerved, that wherever re- 


| 1 the Fourth Commandment be meral, and 3 


®*, 
Ss — 


N e ey" IF 
ſ 


N and uniterrupted in this matter, 
a, nd ſo much as one here tick, or perſon 


any ancient times, that ever preſumed ts 
oppole or „ 1 
And as the foreſaid univerſal .conſent evidenceth. 


8 to be ofidivine inſtitution, ſo it proves 
it to be a dictate of the law of nature and ſound rea- 
ſon, that one day of the week ſhould be dedicate to the 


the true religion, and. have taken up with the vileſt of. 
ſuperſtitions, have ſtil. found it neceſiary t fix.u 

a certaja day of the week, for he do- 
and fo the Mahometans have choſen 
Friday for this end, and the Parthians obſerved, Tueſ-. 
day: For it is evident to every rational man, that 
religious obſervation of a weekly Sabbath is the 
preſervative of a folemn proſeſſion of religion in the 
world. Take away from smonſt men all conſcience 


celebration of his worſhip in afſemblies, and all reli- _ 
gion will quickly decay if not come to nothing in the 


gion flouriſheth in the power of it, there we find 
n 


- + ed no 
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how then could the. Sabbath be changed ſrom the 
* e Day o/ the week as we ſee it AL. 


| > * 7 E R. a. 
The preciſe day of the week for the Sabbath not he · 

of the eſſence of the fourth commandment, but 
— an alterable circumſtance in it, the actual altera- 
vos ht nnd the new teſtament makes no mon 


"gal the mera of te ugh comments Jed A 


gr 


* 


ww * 4 
. _ — 
— < * — 


3 5 1 * 
3 . 
+ 
43S 
_ © 
U : $ 
18 : ) 
- 
—_ ; 
2 N 
U 17 * 
: 
[ : £ 
[1 N 1 a 
' — 
j 41 - 
1. 
} BS 
| 1 
q ; 
255 , 
kd 
[ * 
i 
; . 
* 
| . 
* , 
1 
N 
[4 * 
; 1 
. 24 
> : 
5 1 
: » 
1 
: 
- 
? * 
<4 
| | 5 
* — 
I 
= | 
1 5 
| 
L 
4 
* 
- 
: 5 
9 
1 
i» 


op -— rt — op - * 


2 — : . 1 p 
a ? S * 
: p 2 « 
14 + ; — 9. * : 
1 "© 1 | * = 
ä 2 4 k 1 
—_— * 
4 


7 e 


— of 2 85 comma, hich is 
ſtitote one or the th 
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dent 9 — itſelf * 4 


of it. fr words; .emember the Sabbath 


d, ro keep it Hebug dg conrajn the whole ſu of 


the command; the laſt words, Wherefbre: the 
Sy he the Sabbath day and baltowe2 i, E T 
formal reaſon of the command ; And in _ 2 
iber is ih ſeventh diy of is 4 e of: wh 


wol hat the rvation that pretiſe 
en 10 us, that the ohſe of that p x4 


is not eſſential to the 47 and ſtanding law 
Sb, but ſeparable from it, If it be ſaid, 


the command enforceth the obſervation 
tom God's exam lenny $2 hbh 2 
a ſevem da day's reſt after hx days 

Formity which the fourth ſcott Wt „ 7 


| 2 of God, 1 e. apy ſeventh day be pl 
F 


above aſſerted ; For tho the Jews, vhs oy lived. in be 
land of Paleſſise, might poſhbly have ob 


eiſe ſeventh day from the erestion; yet the j 1 


ſervation of that preciſe time was impoſſible to all o- 
thetz, whom the fourth command doth concern, becauſe 
of the differance of the climate where they live, which, 
makes it night to many of them, whea it it way day to 


_ the Jews. Again, the computation” of odr time 


weeks conſiſting of ſeven days each of twenty four 
hcurs length, was ſo interrupted in the times of Jo- 


(hua and Hezekiah, by the prodigius "ne peck 3 
E 


of ſome days that F cannot fee how 
vesth day could poſſibly be moral, or er 
ing- From all which I infer, that the change of the 
* inffitoring the Lord's day or firſt da ben K 
room of the * * Sabbath, 0 
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| roflemrions, of the Chrifiag | 
| a them how they hould — = carnal. 1 | 


| this . I anſwer it was neceſſary, : 
and equality with the 
Father; for Chriſt ſaith, That men ſhall benour the 
Son, as. they bonour the Father,, John v. 23. 1 4 
count of 
| ſhould honour the Sen w 
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beaſls intg the ſpiritual ſacrifices of prayer 


. . praiſe , the ſacrament of circumciſion into that of 


baptiſm, and the ſacrament of the paſſover into that 

of the Lord's Supper; ſo bkewiſe be inſtructed them 

how to change 

the Lord's day. All the pri 
litive l the divine au 
gnatius, w 


incipem 
» Temper . 
ſaith; Dominicum diem apaſtali relig Ta ſelemnitate 
habendum x apa ne ne R 3 x ang 
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1/, To manifeſt Chriſt's 


as they hi 


1 e L 
in reſt from * fo it, \ was 


rious work: And therefore, in bonour of the Son, 
the Chriſtian Sabbath i it, by the ſpirit of God, called the 
Lord's day. 

2dly, The c 
nifeſt Chriſt's headſhip over 
ordigances ; and particularly, that he is Lord of he, 
Sabbath, - which title he had aſſumed beſore in Mark 


ii, 28 And accordipgly he would have this convinci —_— 


ly diſplayed to the world, by ſhewing that he is, 
to change*the day. of his folemn worſhip. 


zualy Since he bath thought ſit to appoint a new 


mage of bi 3 r r new 


the ſeventh. day Sabbath into that of 
ive fathers are very 
thoricy of this change. 
lived in- the firſt, century. ſaith. (in his 
Epilt ) eoncerniag the Lord:s day, Omni; 4 am- 
ter dominicum celebrat diem, reginam 
dierum omnium. Auguſtine, Serm. 151, 
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a Sabbath, upon, account 
of his reſt from alen. ne was 3. 7 glo- 
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er the day was | necelfary rp ma- 
his church. and that at he i is 
the ſovereign Lord over his own bouſe, worſhip and 
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and to induce the Jews. the more eaſily to lay it afide, 
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= the day of the Sabbath ſhauld ye changed alſo, 10 
ſhew the more clearly ihe expiration wh: ibat worſhip, - 


and keep Chriſtians the more from judaizing, Laces 0 
4thly, There were ſome thingy in the oblervation orf 
the ſeventh day Sabbath peculiar to the Iſraelnes, that 
belonged properly- to that nation, and not to Cihers : 
As, 1. God deſigned it to be a ſignal or mack for 
diſtinguiſhing that people from the reſt of the world; 
therefore be calls the keeping of this day, 4 „,n be- 
rwixt lim andihe; children of Ifrael, throughout their 
generations, Exod xxxi 13, 7 5 e. a fign they were 
| God's covenanted people, a nation that ſtood in a pecu- 
| lar relation to God, all others in the world. But 
this relation coming at length to be altered, it was fit 
the ſign ſhould be alſo changed. 2 Wheri God reviv- - 
ed the inſtitution of the Sabbath to the Jewiſh nation, 
be enjoined theta o keep it in memory of-their deli- 
verance from Egypt, as well as the creation of the 
world ; fer it is very obſervable id Deut v. when 
Moſes called the Iſraelites together in a folema man— 
ner, to put them in mind of the covenant God had 
made with them in Horeb, he repeats the ten command - 
ments to them: But, in repeating of the fourth, he 
leaves out the argument for keepeing the Sabbath, 
taken from God's creating of the world in ſix days and 
reſting the ſeventh; and in the room of it, puts in 
their miraculous deliverance from Egypt For, in the . .. 
cloſe of the fourth command, he ſays, Deut. v. 5 
Remember that thou waſt a ſervant in the land f 
Egypt, and the Lord thy God breught thee oat thence, i. 
through a mighty band, and by a ſtretched out arm;* _ 
therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the  * 
Sabbath day. And hence ſome think, bat ut was not 
preciſely the ſeventh day from the creation that was 
appointed for the Jewiſh Sabbath; but the ſeventh day 
from their deliverance from Egypt, —Laftly, This dax 
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3 them, ſot to call to mind their won 


-writers are of opininion was wrought for them on che 
morning of che Jewiſh Sabbath, and ſeems very f 


ble from Exod ii * 16, 1 and hence they are en 


reſt, and from their labours on bs da 
uin —— of their bein miraculouſly refined 2: 


it from Egypt, and of their fie the — 
dage the From all which it appears that there 


as ſomething in this commandment -peculiar to the 
wiſh natiou, aad which belonged net to others, and 
— I may 
Moſes, from Egypt 
for the Sabbath © of 


6 ſen was rar reſo 


and the Red 
the Jews, farcy the eeena 
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„ i e e If the pew belts. h 


menty or the happy times of the goſpel, wherein the 


nel vere to reſt from the ſervile rites and durden- | 


| :lome ceremonies of tbe law, 

3 The ſeventh day Sabbath being a thadow- of t 

to come, typified the believer's reſt and being brot 

into the glorioas liberty of the children of God, 

4 Ude Jewiſh Sabbath, e 
We. worſhip under the law, ſhadowed forth the 

© -an Sabbath, with its pure and * + [ 
W op ond hs ares pet BH 


well infer, that if-the he deliverance by 


ion by Chriſt, from fin ad bell, is a much 
Tronge and bear reſo forthe 8 he Sabbath of the Cf. 
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The reſt of the ferenth day Do | 


od ied of Oren reſting upon that day in whe 
grave, and therefore tookd 
reſorrection, more than any of the other iy pes ſulſil- 
led in Chrift. Our Suviour, th ing ny 
threaghour this day is the grave, did 
the Jewiſfe ſerench day Sabbarh, with the reſt of 

and ſhadows. Hence it is that the apoſtle Pauly 


mon the old teſtament | 


their being accomplih 
Antirype N 


legad ſhadows, 
Now, it being evidem from the foreſaid rext, that this 
Jewiſh Sabbarty was abrogated by Chriſt's death and 


reſurre@or ; ir is neceffary to believe that either Chriſt, — 
by diwſelf or bis_spoſttes, did appoint another day in 


lieu thereof, for the folemn worſhip of God: otherwiſs 


— . —— — the tre wii 
ment 


would be far worte dias thut of the Jews undef 
the old, which is abſurd. 


6: Tue ro ages before and after Cbrilt are reckons | 
ed av two diverſe worlds,, Hebt ii: 5 wherefore' 11 


when the fiſt world was made by cremion, there was 
2 day ſet apart in memory thereof; ſo when the warld 
was rene wed by redemption, ir was fit there ſhould be 
# day kept it Honour and memory of thut 
For, if the perfecting the work of the firſt creation 
deſerved' to bave a day ſet apart for celebrating: the 
prove and glory of the Author, much more deth the 

iſhing te new creation, of reſtoration of the world, 
deſerve & day to be confeorated! for the 


commemora- 
ting of that, in regard the glorious attributes of God 


do ſliine far more brightly in dns, than in che other. 
Qs, 3 If it be afked, It hy vat the Sabbath cl 


ped ty the feſt dey of the week? 
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for his dear $00: The Grſt was finiſhed- in E days; b | 

ſted it coſt the 8on of God above thirty three years painful 

- of travail and ſuffering in the world, to-effeQuate the fe- - 
ank- cond. In the firſt there was no oppoſition : for, finee 

den the world was mads out of aothing, there was | 

the to make reſiſtance to the Creator: But ia the 

that creation, or redemption of the world, ———ů oa 0 
ould midable oppoſition made by juſtice men and devils. © 
But, It was wonderful for the glorious fabrick of heaven and -— . 
* earth to be made out of nothing. but much more for 
and the Maker of all things to be made of a woman. Jeſus” © 
yt Chriſt to be born of his own creature. In the fiſt 
the creation God made us like himſelf ; but here the Lord 

, the makes himſelf like us The glorious Creator is. made 

ff the 2 creature, yea, made ſin, made a curſe, te ſaxe man. 
doth dis ſinful creature, from the curſe. We may indeed 

| the lay. We are fearſully and wonderfully made: ht much 
God more are we fearfully and wonderfully redee Cres 
d re- dation was the work of God's Angers, "Pla * bat 
LESS: redemption the work of his arm, Luke i. We 
there 5 of the arm to effeQuate wher the bay 
butes, Is $0 that we ſee it is a far greater work 
an in „ us back from hell, than to bring 


ns from nothing; to make us faints, than to make ug 
men and women. Well theo if God's relting from hig 
vork of creation * ſeventh day, determined mane 
kind to keep far a Sabbath in a.thaokful rex 
membetance cp hs do much more ſhould God incar- 


us. nate's raifing a new world at a far greater charge „ apd 

in reſting from his labour of love on the firſt 2 of we 

of week, w ws. us to obſerve that day for a $a 

no in an adorio rance, of his infinite ory 4 
le new ores. diſpla qod in thin his ſtup ndous work. x--,1.. - 
V this oy Lad din elights and cjoices much _ 
i | ny Py > os, bom pleas Fm in the 1d. bis . 
& of far N d more conſpicuous by the one than by uh wn 2 
be firſt | and that which is eficeined and preferred by him, ont . 7 
* to be fo by us. 'Fhe Lord indeed took pleaſure in the 


review de ki works of * creation, 3 = J 
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from the ſame : 


aff corrapred und deformed by fin, his 2 5 

therein was exceedingly dimitiſhed. Hence, Gen 

i is ſaid In reperited him bt had wade man; 

Fore it was proper and neceſſary to trans for the —_ 

x0 the day of the world's new creation or reſtoration, 

„effected and compleated by the reftirre@ion of i he 2 

Chrift the world"s Redeemer, in which ba Bow? 

teſted from theſe his more Porious works. de ightin 
1 


elfi in the reviewthereofwith an r 
85 I Te confirm what is 
od fo far preferred the wok of 
— of creation, Fig he charged the rh: innin 5 * 
year (as Pr. Lightſoot remarks on Exod x. ) the 
time of the world's creation, to the time of the 
lover; and the Ifraelites deliverance from Epypt 
Moles, as being an —_— * of our te 
from fin and bell by Je We have — 
behieve, that from Ay Gt of. the world, the ot 
| began in September, ar the dime of the autumnal Eqiu- 
beck; for ve find the fruits were on the trees at rhe 
enn, Gen i. 12 But when God inftyured the firſt 
. which immediat ly uſhered in the Nezefites 
liverance from Fpypr 
_ vernal 2 7 he 
anck ordered it to — from 
Thi month ſhall be unto y ou 7 Fen 7 a? 
ſr Ball be tht jr month 4 he year fo you: Now: if 
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the account of the antit pe. iN nk Þ 
rative redemptien was remarkable, that the month 
of the world's creation muſt give plac to it; then ſure- 


e cauſe of the chan — a day. Na e ſeventh diy, 


of the creation gue tothe firlt day of the fpiſhig 
of our redempti 

II. Since 2 y of chan ging the 'Sab- 
bath from the XI, a 1s * | 


t theſe veing afterwards 
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EIA. on ſeveral accounts. „ * 
1 Becauſe of its anſwering the intent of the c 
mand berter than another day For if = Sabbath h 
| been changed into the ſecond, third, fourth or 
other da of the week than the belt, the moral; of 
the fourt! command had been infringed For ſo 
would not have had one day, and man 6x working 255 
together of one and the ſame week : as the comma 
requires. But now it holds in 8 conſtant courſe, God 
| | hath bis one day, NT coatiely 
the ſons Who; as it was from the beginning, An 
dy this wiſe alteration, there was never a week wick | 
gut a , 2nd never a week had two Sabbaths, 
For as the week ended with the Jews Sabbath, ſo the 
next week began wh the Chriſtian 1 
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2dly, Since there behoved_ 
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; of the world's new ereation, or = 
rift; fince on it he boiſked this work 
was on this day that not 


firſt creation: ba alſo eternal and heaven 
Vghe DIC e e 
* ,, Feouſueſs aroſe from a dark grave, and ſhined on a dark 
wor d and brou ought 4 light, life. peace, bealing, and all 


mentis under | 
25 for celebrating the honour 


456%, It is the finte 
and m mory of all che of the glorious er 


de honoured by this day in a mg manner, upon 
account of his glorious reſt, this day d 
redemption yet the father and h this day 
2 bonoured alfo, The 8 did not only 


2 * our 2 
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: e y, it is called the 


© It being moſt Yofious by ever he bad; It v 
. an emi his birth day, for io it he \ 


i en word i in * 


eng the n nie. 2 


R 'peri in hgh lt ve 
t 
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begin this day — but he-was the glorious com- 
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Son, this day have I begotten thee, is applied to tb if 
= of his reſurrection, Fy xiii 13. He was this daß; 
declared to be the Son of God with power, Rom. i. 4. 
For, at his meg be "made the earth to Bake, "ths 
graves to open, the ſtones to roll away, the dead to 
_ riſe and appear, the ſoldiers to tremble and flee, and 
both ſaints and angels to come and attend im- And 
was not this a triumphant day to him ? Yea, on this 
day he conquered the grave, death and hell, and ſhew-- © 
ed himſelf to be the Captain of our ſatuation, trianiph-- 
ing over his and our enemies. His birth and death did © 
ſhew him to be truly man, but his reſurrection did mu- 
nifeſt him to be truly God, and the great redeemer k 
the world, Hereby he gave full proof, that he bad 
compleatly finiſhed the work of our redemption, paid - 


7 the ele&'s debt, ſatisfied divine juſtice, cancelled dur 
1 bond and obtained an ample diſcharge, ſince he; as our 
* great Cautoner, was now let out of priſon. Was nat 


ere a day to be bad in 8 = 
the whale's belly; the day our Samſon carried away 
the gates of Gaza, Now it was that death loſt its 
ſting ; now the grave and hell loſt their purchaſe; nos 
the ſerpent's head was bruiſed ; now were they all wal. 
lowed up in victory; now it was that our glorious Re- 
deemer reſted from all the works of ſuffering and re- 
demption, and rejoiced in the review thereof, with in- 
finite, complacency. . And ought not we, who are co 
much concerned, chearfully to reſt this day with Chriſt, -.* 
in a thankful remembrance of all he bath done? 
IV. This day was propheſied-of long before, Plat. © 
cxviii. 24. This is the day which the Lord bath made 
we wilt rejoice and be glad in it. The current of ex. 
poſitors underſtood this day of our Chriſtian Sabbath, 
and of Chriſt's reſurre&ioo thereon ; for here Dy — 
there is a prophecy of Chriſt, and of a remarkable day 
| Whereat the world ſhould wonder, and the church re- 
| Joice. This is the day which the Lord bath made, te _ 
of which God is author. He made it, not by creation 
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0 the Kenn, Infidtien. 
fr hut by conſecration de- 


d appointing it for a peculiar end, even 
mas 2, work of Chriſt's dy 
E grave, when he obtained his 42 victo· 
Y. 2 gracious deliverance from hell and deſtruc · 
3 SS (hy the TON hn 
rendered) exalted it is is the day 
eh wp the may be hath honoured and exalted above irs 
fellows, above the ſeventh, or any other day of the 
- week, becauſe of the incomparable work of this day. 
| That the day propheſied of in that place is ſome re · 
warkable day of the Meſſiah, is very clear, 4 we can- 
er the context, and the two preceeding. verſes of Gn 
| ala; by which it plaioly appears, that che ny 
| * of i is the day wherein the ſtone ab | | 
builders, i i e. Chriſt, who was rejected By the e : rag hk 
ſeribes avd pharaſces, the 8 builder ·) became © _ 
the Head of the corner : what day Was this, but . © 
bis reſurrection day ? in which God, %y raifiog him fi 
from the dead, gloriouſly exalted him above all his 
mies, rolled away bis reproach, made him Hiad of the f 
r, and Head of the church, by openly declaring - 
copy be his Son with power, and that to the terror 
and confuſion of all bis enemies, and the joy and glad» 
neſs of all bis friends. And to put it be yond doubt, 
that, this is the meaning of the place, ſee it 5 ink | 
applied by Peter, before the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, 
iv. 11, 12. Be it known to you, that this Feſus Ch 
awhomye crucified, God hath raiſed from the 72 A 
_ therefore he ſubjoins, verſe 12. This is the Stare which 
us ſet at nought of you builders, which is become the 
bead of the corner Now, this being fuch a memorable 
day, the Plalmiſt's direction is, that all chriftians ſhoold 
rejoice and be glad in it; which indeed is a moſt. pro- 
per duty on our Chriſtian 
Again, we have another pro phecy concerni this 
day, io Ifa 11. 10. And in Har day there Hall be 4 
root of Jeſſe, which ſhall fland for an enfignof the | 
Pie ie i 4 the 3 ſeel, and his reſt 
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42 Of the divine Inſlitutim 
which time forward, the firſt day of the week was never 
without its ſolemn affemblie. © 


his works, as God did from his, mentioned verſe 10. 
can never properly be applied (as ſome do) to the be- 
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Moreover, we have the a 


ns, that under the goſpel there remained à ro for the 

e 4 God, Heb iv. 9 Now, if this place be du- 
ly conſidered, and rightly underſtood, it will mightily 
eonfirm the change of the Sabbath from the laſt to the 
Ar day of the week, For, the word, which is there 
rendered reſt, in the original is varie, and ſhould 
be rendered a Sabbatiſm or Sabbath. keeping; and ſo 
the meaning is (according to Doctor Owen, and other 


learned commentators) There remaineth a Sabbath. 
| 3 of Cod, under the new teſtament 
us well | 


4s under the old. And this (as the apoſtle ſhews 
in the context] behoved neceſſarily to be a new Sab- 


| batiſm, ip regard it hath a new foundation, in correſ- 
| pondence to the foundation of the old Sabbatiſm menti- 
eced verſe 4. of that chapter. For be ſpake in « cor- 


tain place of the ſeventh day on this wiſe, And God did 


reſt the ſcuenth day from oll bis works. Well (faith 
ie) the new Sabbatiſm hath the like founda- 


10 For be (viz Jeſus Chrif that is entered 
„ bath alſo ceaſed from bis um works, as 
his. Now, it was on the morning of the 


y entred into his reſt from the works of crea- 


tion. And as God, by his reſting on the ſevench · day 
determine that day for a ſacred ſabbatical reſt un- 


the old teſtament ; ſo Chrift (who is the Lord of 
Sabbath) by his entring into his reſt on the fr 
ine that day of the week for a ſacred 

The ceafio from 


liever, but to Chriſt's ceaſing from his works of 
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ner to the Hebrews en- 
7 confirming the id prophecies concerning 
Chriſt's reſt upon the ſiſt day of the wert, by telling 


dewption; ſeeing it is abſurd to make our ceaſing from 


che vile works of fin, a parallel to God's ceaſing from © 
his glorious works of creation, And it cannot be 
meant ot ceafing from the works of duty and ſervice to 
God; for, to all eternity, believers never ceaſe from + 
thee, Be, RNS... os ood io eas 
V. Our Lord Jeſus Chrift hath put honour upon the 
Lit day of the week, and authoriſed the obſervation of 
it by his own example and practiſe, which bath the 
force of a law to us. It was on this day he met with 
the two diſciples going t Emmaus, opened the ſcriptures 
to chem, and was made known to them in the breaking . 
of bread, Luke xxiv 13 Likewiſe upon the ſame day 
he appeared to the eleven, when gathered tqgether and - 
others with them, ſhewed them bis pierced hands and _ 
fleet, comforted them, and opened their underſtandings, 
that they might underſtand the ſcriptures, Luke xxiv. 
3. 26. 40. 45 It was on this day that Chriſt came to 
is dilcaples, (deing all conveened together except 
Thon. as) gave them his peace, and bleſſed them, and 
alſo gave them their commiſſion and the holy Ghoſt, 
John xx 1%, 20. Ke. Again, upon that day eight days, 
being the next Grit day of the week, when the dilciples 
_ were aſſembled together, and Thomas with them, Johan 
XxX 26. Chriſt choſe to appear unto them, and graci- 
ouſly convinced Thomas by the diſcovery of his wounds. il 
| Tho' Chriſt, after his reſurreſtion, met with ſeverals of 1 
the bis diſciples upon other days of the. week, yet on the | 
firſt day galy, (which is therefore expreſly recorded} 
did he appear ts them when aſſembled together: and WM 
| therefore wa ſee how he left Thomas à whole week | 
under his unbulicf and doubtings, till the next Lord's 9 
day or frſt day of the week ſhould come, that he might _ | 
} 
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have occalion graciouſly, to reſolve him in the aſſembly 
ol hif diſciples, for their common edification and com- 

' for Tbe firſt day of be week is the only day of e 
week, or month, or year, that is ever mentioned by _ 
number in all the new teſtament ; and, wherever it is 

role of, we hear of the religious obſervacion of it, b 7 
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8 Plain inaimatio ok 1 Vill, Wl out de dbſerv- 
eg in his church; as the Ch Chiiffiad Seat, er the wetky 
.; day « of holy reſt and holy Eonvecitions. That doe day 
i feven ſhould | be relig ouſt  obferved in this manner, 
vas & law, from the begin ing, and that as old as the 


fate of _Innocenice. "(288 
medi be that ſolemn day; ;. le Was di eation enough, 
' ina religious gemi. And it is hi gbly che 


ot eight Gays po.be together | again mufing * 
| - them ; 215 74 em more BD hed 
_— wer 4 J Lice? or 22 John XX. 26, . . — 


5 . them, 24 it W | 
ing. od many are of oj © inion, "that be 7 continued 
"t6 theet wich them every brſt day of ihe Week, till his 
aſcenßon, bea lin to Ti the th ings pertaining to the 
ee . . od, A 


* -Chiiſt 4.ncetivg 150 4. m ibat da wat not 

1 occaſional, © but b pes 0 1770 5785 EX 2 
- — 7 whe > = 5 wee 1 as he 
met them. * * en ( Cite mer with' hi 22 * 


y it was, whe 
; of the week z bur .when be "meets with ken on 


bcft day the -Holy Ghoſt. names and records 
ereby ea eb ) peculiar to it above a 1 


ſt. 
* VI. "The obſervation of i he kt hy e of ihe* $i is 
alſo authoriled by the d divinely 


their example and ditection. We have them both 


- 


ing his d diſe Eples = 10 80 thy of 
pet a 


ewed be fare But "that, i 3 
"the kivgdom bf the Mees; lit day 'of the week 


* thatChriſt on that day once and again met his difciples 


_ af his firſf meeting with, them, be Fw ted them that 


9 an the week, we are not Fold What - 
o 


and four ders of the Chriſtian 2 ch, 1 5 wb” w 


_ 


Vai the forecked'ſcriptures, here e read of Chrift's 


_-ap 


_ otheridayy of the week, iris not told what uheſe:wete; 
- "Holy 'Glioſt retordy- cat which ſbews it td brig be- 


ar | 


this duy, aud | pibpriety in it 
* = . oy ” . * » 
„his; all which is evident ſcrip ture. 


* * 
; 2 


© appearances to-hiv'difciplhs, we alſo read of cheiraſitm- 
"bling together on the firſt day of the week ſeverab ties 
which certainly wan for the publie worſhip of God, 

and in h6nour of this day. Por when they "het on 


bat, when they mer on the: rſt day of che week, e 


warkable duy in irſelf, and obſervelt as ſuch by the dit. 
eiples of Chiiſt; and that im a religious way. 
Bot, befides theſe; I ſhall addace four other ſerip- 
tures, that clearly demonſtrate what is above alerted. 
The firſt is Ae ü n 2. where it is recordedp that 
"the apoſtles arid #ther bretbren were met all togetberion 
© tht day. of penttee/Þ in vide place”' Fhis tnectiog 'was for = 
public worthip on the firſt day of the week; according 
to their Wonted practice "It is nor in the temple with 
the Jews, Vut in 1 houſe in Jeruſalem by themlelves. 
Dee How prove vou tat it was d the firſt day 


| of the wee? Af Betuaſe it ig evide from ſerjp= 
ture, that the p. 1 fell on the Jewiſh Sab- 
* bath aud pemtacolf Peing ill the ſiftia day dſter che 
paſſover, 'it-conſequeatly' felt that year! ba- the irſt day 
of the week of the Lord's day. Peutecoſt is 4 Greek 


word ſigtifyiug the fifmeth, called ſo becaaſe of ita 


being thil the üftiech day after che puſſover, u Jeiſh 
! fealt of which fell fo upon one day of the week 
| ind'fornetifvies es on” r 3 but this year it fel on the 


| laſt or fevetith day of che week. Pentecoſt waranorher 
feaſt of the —— kept in remembrance of God's 
' giving the law that day on mount Sinai, being The 
2 fiftieth day after their cating thi paſſover and coming 
out of Egypt. And conſequently, pentecolt falling'this 
upon the firſt” day of the week our Lord's re- 


1 


for celebrating this day by public worſhip, Now, let 


- 
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„ that (extraordinary eſfußon of the holy Ghoſt upon 


aus ohſerve how rematkably Ged * a keeps 
ing of the fiſt dayiof the week! and bleſſed their meet- 
ing together vpon; it ſor worſhip: He even ſent down 


them, for. — and furniſhing them for the extraor - 
dinaty work of planting. the Chriſtian church, and 
converting the world. This was a ſolemn approbation 
of the Chriſtian Sabbath, and a' ſeal to its inſtitution 
from heaven, - which did confirm all Chriſtians in the 
celebtating of this day for the future : And mary times 
| have: they exberienced the gracious effuſions of the 
Spirit 00 their public afſomblies, this day fince that time, 
Li is obſerved by. Grot ius, upon Exod ix 1. That it 

. was on the fi; ſt day of the week that the law was given 
in its fearfu}' promulgation from mount Sinai. But tbo! 
: Gad made that in ſome reſpe& a terrible day to them, 
2 makes it weekly. a joytul day; to us, by the com- 
. of ide golpe? thereppon from 


A wy 17 e Ads xx.9; dud upon. the ff 
py the week, when the diſciples camp ether 10 
* — Paul preached is them, Ac here it is 
that the felt day e whe, — the. ſtud 
ime for Chriſtians their meeting together, for the 
ing of the word, and celebrating of the Lord's 
pper ; for this is recorded 45 their euſtomary known 
raftice, Paul had been at ['roes ſeven, days, and cdn- 
y: was: there. upen the Jewith Sabbath; but 

chere is ne. word of any meeting amoog them on that day 
ot any other day of the week: Bur when the firſt day of 
. the week comes, the church is ſolemaly conveened, and 
perform the work of the Sabbath on = day. Paul 
Vas ready to depart from chat place, only he muſt. ſtay 
. till the fit day of the week, that be might meet with | 
- the whole church, and preach to them heforp he leave 
them: and fo, according, io their cuſto y all af 
err „ A oh 
. by ere en Wen 


ec 4 


rn 3 


; 1 f 


at that time, of the work and duties of the Lord's 


A third ſcripture 13, Cor Xvi. 1. 2 : Now 2 
ing the collection for the ſaints, and have given order © 


1 the charches of Galatia, ven ſo de e. Upon the * 7 


th Ddr Day ay 
than even till midauight; for they did not ſoon weary, 


day of the week, let every ent of you lay by bin in 


fore, &c. Whence it is plain, that the apoſtle injoins 


the church of Corinth, in conformity with other 


churches, to make 'their collectiom for the poor o 


the firſt day of the week. Now, why on the firſt 


of the week, and not on the ſeventh or any others? 


but for theſe reaſons; 1, — had their publick meet 


h 


day But now the apoſtle will have all che ducies of- 


the Sabbath transferred to the firſt day of the week, 


and particularly this duty of public charity; there be- 
ing a peculiar fitneſs in this day for it, in 


= 
*. 


are called this day to comemorate Chriſt's infinite 


charity to our ſouls, and alſo to recive new bleſſinge 
and expreſſions of boumy from bim; and therefore 
ſhould be the more liberal to his poor ſaints. I 


* 


there is none that will ſay that the apoſtle had not 


Chriſt's warrant ſor what he appointed in this matter : 
for in this epiſt le he proteſts; that he delivered _ | 


to them, but what he had received from the Lord]; 

bad his command for; ſee 1 Cor xi. 23. aud xvi 43. 
It is as clear as gt from the foreſaid teſtimony, and 
many others; tha | 

aſſemblies on the firſt - day of the week, which 


would not have had bout the apoſtles direction z 


nor would the apoſtles have determined ſo, without 
knowing the mind ot Chriſt + ee 9997 5 46%, 


A feurth ſcripture is, Rev 1. 16 where Joho ſaich 
of himſelf that be was is the fyirix on the Lord 8 dy 
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the primitive Chriſtians bad their 


' 4 & 


— 


.% 


" 
4 1 | ON 
. oy. | 93 


AK of ther vim — 
Steeb 10 be furn. no; other than, the//Chri tian, Sb 
bath, geting. the denomination from ont Lord _ 
Chet,: rt tix rifing from the c dead 
frequent meetings with hig dilci ples his den a. ud 10 0 
this — remains this title he r being @ 
a day.ſpecially. inſtiante forthe-. honour of " 
and.conſecrate for his. ſervice and worſhip Tha; I 
ſtle wrote this book near the end of the firſt century, 
and — 1 that — — g 

» "0 4 CRY ad 
for wr Far the Chriſtians ab{rvation of it, 4 . 
apoſtle, at this, time, was baniſhed inte the ile of. 
Pumas by Dogutian 4he Emperor. whore, probably he., | 
wanted: SC 69 59644 of the 2 aſſembligs. on 
inis day 1 yet he is employed in octifyiag the Lord W 
day in a private way: He is in the Spirit, i. e. in a 
ſpiriual frame, and t- kes up ia ipirttual exerriſes, 
metirgtiop and prayer (which, are proper, * for. 
the Sabbath) and the Lard, rewards this his 
tiaus regard io this day, with the — of. —. 
grear-things which were g frerwards io, fall. of darch 
== io the end of the world... : 
- Marcovets it is obſervable, that the Lord puts + his. 

name on this day; ſor the hely Gholt calls it em the 
Lord's day. and that for theſe reaſons.; 1. Becauſe;of 
ite deriving us; 3 from. bim: So the prayer, 
cn 8 called the Lord's prayer 8. the ſacra- 

pper, inltizue 0 him. e * 
Lord's ſuppe 


. It is par" the. Lord's Jenks of bis 

pony Rs: He bath ſeparated it vholly do bis | = 
rvice : S0 the ſacrament is called the” Lord's t $7.4 

becauſe of its being r holy aſcs, and 

_ i apart and, difinguſhed. — all other tables. 

F 3% Beaauſe ol q1s being. e to his honqur and 


mio Oe ege gaga: - oe. coco. 


memary, being the.day in which he - conquered death, 
een vitery, eee * — 
r art 3% * . © 1 * * * ® ., wh ai, F 
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God, | | 
pr pot anc for then 1 had leiſure 
my laſts and pleaſures. I ſometimes went 
_ but 1 never ſtaid the time of a 
- | langhed at thoſe that ſpent the 
and praying, 1 
* as the veriſt fool in the world 
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bitterly lament bis 


In the laſt * The Gſpenſations of divine 
ht in, as giving ſuffrage to 
| day. God hath high- 
i — this — by doing _ mighty works . 
upon it: On this day he created the light and began 
to make the world; on this day be ge the law dem 
mount Sinai as — thrx thy - Nay, it is affirmed” 
byan ancient "council held at Coaltaminoply, Counc. — | 
Can $8. 4 That Chriſt was bofo/ on the Lord's 
and the Star ſhined to the wiſe men on it., Chr 
0 fed the five thouſand- with the five loaves aud ww! 
—_ eee, 


z * 
- . * 
- * MN 
- 1k 
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me 
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5 | | 9 the Lord” 4 day. | 
5 * 25 and. ſeat down the. boh £ 
We þ hat whatſoever notable ching was 
* world, the Lord ordered it ſo, was dope to 
4 of this day. Thus God bath conſecrated 
he 
_ of the week, or Chriſtian Sabbath, by doin 
pr of his wonderful works upon d n. 
* that it is *. 11 we ſhould. lot gy we * i 
& ſerve it "for 8 and ming, his, 
as worthy a n. keeping up . 2. of HOP it's 
ho nativity, pa Mon, reſurr of the 
ms world, N days IX: — pad 22 
£5 > Argon 
4 „ Bl there are Various diſpenſations from God. 
— — both of mercy and judgment, that conclude fax. the. - 
= obſervation of this holy day. The gracious, „ 
TTT 
uh Lord pos pours Ne gtacians influences of (or Rog J 
ans 2 otdidances diſpenſed this day; he — 
ara eſſeth hem with increaſe of grace, tenderneſs. 3 
* | conſcience, and holineis of life ; 2 with all his * | 
— bleſhogs both ſpiritual and temporal. God bath now | 
rn far 1heſe- 10252 y ears an all bis Churches zheo%s, _ 
ot the war Ggpal mare of .tavour and prelence;, 
TIE; in 25 8 d's ny which they could not. 
* be „ cg had d chey been. in an error in keeping ĩt. 
ea ten, hath be poured put, his. Spirit upon them 
pl h a attending — this day, and bie- 
9 E. with copvidien 8 and manifeſtanions | 
_—_— of his love? New. i the r e 
med. fizns do teſtify, de A ig mercies, 
6, promiſed tg io the. eden of x he, Sabbath under the old... 
- "oe — ment, 41 9 5 "my 22 r te the 
eee of the.C qe the change af 
2 day being Gone e ne firſt day Sabe - 
bath doth law fe al bete N 
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L 5 Ty , where Sabbath breakiif ver 


which ſcarce any in Britain were e wer 


to the 
| at 


2 of the Tad, Day, 

Some im rtial, ebſervers of God's jud nts. in the 
world res Nr that this "tn, T4” the b each 
of the fourth command qr by th 

worſhip'apor) te Lord 's"day,. 225 the, Fang of [this 
time in open Wwotks of"; impiety 1.5 bath bete freq rs 
viſited" uphn "Cities and prevar * by conlumig 
fires ha have happened upon this day : Of  whic 


many, inſtances might be given ih this Fame iſland, _ 
as well as other parts of ihe world. That fiery. pre- 


dition againſt Jeruſalem, hath' been oftener than once 
fulfilled aud executed upon | the t capital cities there- 


of, ma ny of whoſe inhabitants Hape been "as goitty of 


3 the day fet apdtr* for God's ſervice m ger 


the Jews were. Ia London this vice reigned, aud 
there it was dicadfully puniſhed, with 4 furious and 
aſtoniſhing fire in the year £656, which laid the moſt 
part of that great city, with its faireſt churches | 


buildings, in rubbiſh, in three days ſpace: And i it is 
remarkable, that that dreadful fire broke forth on thi 


Lord's day, very eatly in the brew being t the ſeco 


much N (as appears by the acts of 'alſembl 
made againſt that fin the faireſt and ſtatelieſt oi its 
buildings, in the Path ment cloſs, and abdut it, 2 


on the fourth of February 1700) being the Lord's day} 


burnt down and laid in aſhes and r with”, in the . 2 
of à few hvurs; to the aftcnithment ang terror bf the 
ſorrow ful inhabitants ; whereof I myfelf was“ an 33 
witneſs : And the effects of that fire are vilible to this 


day. Yea, ſo great was the terror and confuſion of 
that Lord' day, that the people of the city were ih no 
as to attend any ſermon; or publick worſhip upon it, 

though there was 2 great numb r of worthy am niſters 
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ward were id the belfrey, tolling of a bell, to calbrie - 
company, together x was ſuddenly. heard 2 clap of 
thunder, and © flaſk of lightning was ſeen by ſame that 
{at in the church -pdrch,. coming Uirdagh à dark lineg' 
which flaſhed in their faces, uad much terrified-them 
hk fiog through the porth into the helfer y it 
pped vp his. heels that was rolling the bell, and ſtruck 
big ak dead ; and the other that was with him was 
fo err Vilted therewith, that an after he died 
alſo; © >; 
Mr Clack. in bis father's life, p. . Bark a very 
| firange pail tge, td to this 2 Mr. Hugh Clarks 
preaching at Wundle in Northampton-uire, where 
people were generally very ignotaat, and much addi ; 
to the profandtion of the Lord's day, by, whitſen ales 
Morice dances, and ſuch paſtimes, which he much 
himſelf againſt, endeavovring. to — — them 
the evil, and denoucing God's jud 1 ar” thenk 
in their witkedneſs. At laſt; 1 . day ese 
leader of the dance: being a luſty yÞung — in the 
mideſt of their profane paſtimes,, Fel ddwa ſuddenly, 
and died 3 but they, ſocn ſhaking of their fear, c- 
turned to their yomit again. The Lord's day follow- 
ing, Mr. Clark took occafion, from this ſad — 
tion, to quote the forecited text. Jer vii. 27. If ht 
wilt not harken dato mie, to hallow. the Sabbat h da 
. then will Lkiadle a fire; &c. But the people kicked ag 
_ warn 37 and that ſame weht 40 theif 
—_— ; among whom wa $4 ſoink/ thar n 
= ring leader: Bur it picaſed God, ihe. very next 
day, two huſband men coming to his ſhop to ſharpes 
their plough ſhares, a ſpack fromthe red, hot iron. ds 
he was beating it upon the anvil} fle inte the thatch, 
which both the ſmith and: his neighbours ſaw, but bad 
no power to move towards it j wiſich preſemly burnt 
er orb et thop, hou be, N Woods Ibis 
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„ Of the divine Inflitutim. 
Mr Clark preſſed upon their Conſciences 8 but nothing 


Mr. Clark in his Examples, tells of one Ms Aber 


5 in the upper end 


a great ſurge on one fide, ſo that it ſtruck one 
company ſuch a blow on the head, that beat 
brains, and he inſtantly died on the place, and la 


would prevail, till at laſt, upon a Sabbath day at night, 
they were retired to their ſeveral homes, thert 


was heard a great noiſe, and rattling of chains up ad 
_ uch a 


with 


down the town, which was 8 
ſmell and ſtink of fire and brimſtone, 


evil was come to fetch them away: And now, and 
not till now, they began to think in good earneſt of a 


ly, a godly miniſter in Burton upon Trent, who took 
often to reprove and threaten Sabbath break- 
ers, eſpecially ſoch as ſold and bought meat upon 


the long ſtreet- (as it were in a brayado) to the other 


end of the town, and fetch home meat on the Lord's 


21 


morning: bat as he returned with both his 
in the midſt of the ſtreet he fell down ſtark 
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y- ” 
and having loaden the cart with it, at Milaer's Bars, 


entering into the city of Salisbury one of the cart- 


wheels rell into a rut, which made the young tree in 
the cart (which they had ſtole for a May pole) 


there a fearfol ſ of God's wrath, both 


that heatheniſh ſport, and wilful profaning of the Sab- 
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| that many of | 
| 222 conſciences ſuggeſted to them, that the 
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it to be ſo as above narrated. | 


LIE 


had his leg bioke, which preſently 
wuh died thereot. Likewiſe at Alceſter, in Warwick- 
ſhire, a luſty young woman (upon the coming forth + 
an the declaration of ſports) went on the Sabbath» 
day to a green not far. off, where ſhe ſaid, the 
d | as ſhe could ſtand: But, while 
ſhe wes dancing, God itruck her with a violent diſeaſe 


2,7 


ITS, 
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2 the Lord's Day. = 


bath; whilſt he maketb the very th ing they had choſen 


for their ſport and paſtime, to be the inſtrament of 

he author ſaith, that he diligent- - 

ly enquired after the truth of this matter, at his firſt 

going to Sarum ; and many : godly and credible perſons 
in 


executing his fury. 


who had ſeen that ſad ſpect his hearing atteſted 


alſo, in the .county of Deron, one Edwird. Ame- 


and being ſome what recovered, one ſaid unto him, 


He was glad to ſee him ſo nimble Ameridith re- 


plied, That he doubted not bat to dance about the 
May pole next Lord's day; but, before he moved out 
of that place, he was ſmitten with ſuch feebleneſs of 


heart, and dizzineſs in his head, that defiring help 

to carry him wo an houſe, he died before the Lords 

E Eee 
Dr I wiſs.on the Sabbath, tells, That at a place 


called Tidworth, on the S. bbath day, many being met 
together, to play ai foot ball in the church yard, one 
rening, he forth- 


would dance as lon 


whereof, within two or three days after, ſhe died. 
Beard, in his Theatre, writes of a certain nobleman, 
that uſed to go a hunting on the Lord's days in time 


of ſermon, who had a child by his wife with a head 

| like a dog, and it howPd like a bound. © : 9% 

I ſhall conclude with one example more from Mr. 
Clark. He gives account of a- godly miniſter, that 

one day was preaching, and earneſtly preſſing the ſandti- . 


fication of the Sabbath ; and in his ſermon be had 
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occaſion to make mention of that man, that, by the 


for gathering ſticks on the 8abbath day. Whereupon | 
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| oe in the 8 


nad uo nes ef them. Hut, Ab. en 
Sus from the Serton, they fouhd bim W 


1 4 by 
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: much te conßfm "6s in t 6 benier 
Warn all racks and degrees. or perſdns, to ard's 
 Eord'indeedexerciſcth'gteat long . ud an 


end of the'world. ' '* 


2 ourth command, the weizhty reaſons fer the 


_ the San of #7 ighteouſneſs arole, difpelling 


i lian 


was "fo to riſe. op 
clavgh : rico the Katy 4 out 8 


church, und went to gather 
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g ſtark dead, with the besdle of ſticks ic his 155 


ſe inflances of Meine 'yehgeance,” inflited upe 
the profaners of the Lo day, may contribute 
he divine 
poly day; and Rkewiſe 1 ferve 


The 


tation of this 


the contempt and” violation F the Loid day. 


towafds many notorious Sabbath breike rs, to ri 
that there is a judgment day to eme: But rela? 
the lefs he makes monuments of ſome, to let un know 


that 8 there is a God that judgeth in ti rarib. 
| more examples might be brought, if it were 
2 


from all corners of the land ; but Frruly b 
Heve, there are few ſerious | "obſervers of ptovid 
but might relate many ſad inffitices* of the e 


of 'God's diſpleaſure againſt the propfanafjon of the 
Lord's day, from their own experience add obſerya- | 

tion. 
Aer all, 1 hope- there is none that fears Godloves, 
Chriſt, and believes the boly ſcriptures, bur will ſee 


theſe arguments, which I have Sec. to be — 
cing demonſtratiois of the neceſſity of = ifg't 

Lord's day, and bonouripg i it as God Sabb bbath to 
Now, to ſum up the wh * let us lay pe 
nber: The ſolid grounds for the mirel: of 't 


the day, and the ſpecial N of honout ihat Chi 
bath put upon this holy day the day is which” 
he bett made the light to F the day Ne Ueki af alſo. 
e 
goilt and ha the day he ſubdued Nis * Eo ma 5 


feſted bimſelf 0 bu 8 and taught "OT 


neden. iS 16 


A the” he | 


5 


5 


NEE gag TS TITRE T--TY 1-2 


WV a, 
a” 
EF 


= — 
” . — 
% 
= 
* 
4 ” 


Foo 


'S 


TAS 


R 


of Dakiw 


concerned made a foorſt Gol, and tram 


ny profane pe a a TE fork T7 
ook Gt with Tikh open affr en he g's From Ge K 
this n marter.* T6 4s 817 - | | 
fs Faint L have demonſtrated the morality of the | 
fourth Command, and the - bo inſtitutiog of — Lines 
diy for ouf Chfiftian Sabbath ; which by accelſs 
ſeq debe, proves the abdlirion of the 12810 fork ret 


| be 8 e, the old fe yeh 


_ 


the day 1 Bs 
ro 
be Bath et R 
own uſe,” 
his 
Jl gde | The day” which © God 5 ee 
ae e penſations And will it not then 
1 
Se Er- e 
e ter of Wl onde Rivers of G 
when they'ſee it done. We are told, that, when 6. : 
civacks few Alcxindcr fearing his? 
a rich table of his maſter's he fell a weepio 
aſked the reaſon of it, "Be ſaid, rn rants 
his maſter ſo big Bly « amel, new made 4 fooiſtool, 
And may'we abt we to fee the” day be a 
hotoared and Bleſſed, and for which? 4 fn © * 


n Se For "tho? there Were vo er 1 85 
Ae "for Abendig the old &. th, —— te 

rheleſs there is'as I ſhewed before yet . ceing it is © 

dent be. ir Lord feſus Chiiſt, the Lord of the 


bath, bath by his reſfurrection, bd ad bee 
ls, 3 


for ever conſecrated the firſt day of the week, for t 
ſolemn remEmbrance and celebration of the Lord 
from the 15 201 of redemptioh, add of that un 
ralleled deliveraiice ' wrought him for 4 loft wo 
add ther; bude, the did bes day for our Sabbath 

di miſt” 2 
ty to ir, and e e « 
T extinguil the Joo, 
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2 an end. 


a high eſteem of the Lord's day, that day which God 
bath exalted above all the days of the week, 4nd aboye_ 
fefliva)s what ſomever. Of. 
them, in compariſon. of the Lord's day, we ' may ſay 


1 ; We **% ve TT ＋ 


7 _ 


gether : For virtue of the fourth command, chere 
is but one Sh ſeven to be obſerved for the Sabbath, 


| one day only. after fix working days, and. not two 


er five. And fince it is the ancient; and um epesled 
inſtiintion of God, that men ſhould labour fix days 
of the work, and obſerve but one day for the Sabbarh ;; 


chen ſurely, if we ſhould labour but five days of the 
' week, an keep two forthe Sabbath, we would. expreſly 
_ Volate the law. 80 that ng, Chriſtians 
leaſt ſcruple about the dbeygarzon, of the Jewih | 


But tho? the ſeventh day be now diveſted of i fan» 
| Fa hath no more claim to the Sabbath, having re- 
| 3 all its dignity and priviledges to the firſt day of 


needs to have 


week, the new teſtament Sabbath: yet ſtill it bath 


honour of vſhering it in, and of ſerying, as 4 pre» 
paration day for it, As the Jewiſh ring. o 
2 


the ev 
Iverances 
N to that more glorious and general 


hell and deſtruction by Jeſus Chriſt. ene is *. dax 
- commemorated, 80 the Jewiſh ſeventh day Sabbath. 
ſerves to uſher in and prepare us for the glorious feſti- 
val of the Chriſtian Sabbath, which 4 ip 22 


while Chriſt bath a church upon earth, be * the en) 


day appointed 10 be kept in remembrance of him, and 4 
lerving to uſher in and prepare us for that far more 
2 celeſtial Sabbath above, which ſhall never 


4 


s and 


O then endeavour by all means to get and keep d 


all the Jewiſh Sabbaths and 


in alufion ta that word, Heb. i. 11, 12. They periib. 


but thou remaineſt ; and they all was old like a garment 


2 a veſiure thoy ldad them up, they ars 
71 et ae | 


t thou |} 
e 1 the fame, and T 2 


worſhip 
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ical ſpiritual worſhip ; and tbe. 
om Egypt and Babylon were _ 7 


Steger e re.? 
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. Of the Lord's day 65 


Theſe vere buy 2s morning ſtars, , to uſher in the fan. 
Other feſtivals, in their royalty, are not arayed like 
thee. All the graces triumph in thee ; all the ordinar» 


bee conſpire to adorn thee ; the facted Frinity do de- 
light i in thee. the Father ruleth thee, the 8on roſe up- 
on thee, and the Spirit hath ob wont thee. Thus 
i; it done to the day which the king of beaven delighteth 
fo honour ; And what ſhall be done to the man that de- : 


lighteth to diſhonoar and pat contempt upon thee ? 


Surely, as God will not hold him guikleſs that breaks 


the third command, by taking his name in. vain ; 
ſo he will not hold him Zalkleſe that breaks the fourth 


commandment, by ſpending his day in vain. Aad tho 
the breakers of this commandment may eſcape puniſh» 
ment from men, or may even eſcape outward jadge 
ments from God in this world; yet there is a da 

coming, when he will call them to account for it. 
Oh finners ! the day of the Lord is like to be a dreade 


ful day to you that Grigite the Lard's Gay. * — 


QUESTION vr 


What is that portion of time which is to be e 


and allowed for the Sabbath Ip" and when doth it 
; _ and end? . 


ANSWER, 


The Garth e requires one 6 
by which we are not to kar vr Aua the at- 


ſeren 
5 ubcial day from ſun- riſing to ſun ſetting « or from 'the 
| break of day until the darkneſs of the night come % 


and think then the Sabbath is over, an that | 
no longer bound to abſtain from out own works; — 
far leſs are we to think that the Sabbath is no longer 


khan the time of publick worſhip doth laſt, that we 


are at freedom from the work and duties of the Sabbath 
when, that is over : * ſome N words, 8 


— 


| WT doth 2 
W cre e de 162 05 


or, if no more time be the 
b, <4 the, the time of public ory; ; 'o ab 
allow, that God requires no. N e wi 
* an that day, fince a= . 
time But that cannot be 55 
duties be required of us. on. IG days, 12 2 
5 more on the Sabbath day. 
. i, Soul follow, that ſome. muſt keep | — 
Faden | hy wad ſhorter ; nay, the Jabbatß of a 
be above an hour or two of the day ; For 
Horan ; re uh uſters and people who are tee 10 foo 
At pul _ wor ip * the Lge day the Lord's, 
and not à part on ou w ave * 
Fork the whole He work days for e po 1 
to night, and not be. er wi 1 Fork 
.bour e caly of theſe days : '$o veithe 


leſs to God, then you require for y ark ly 
oe 2 


if attendance on the ic worſhi 
that is requiſite this day by vi of -xh e command, 
it would f i that a 0 would be * 3 27 the 
x comm if he w 
2 fe pot — God is not dobbel) bg 
Bur all theſe things being abſurd, 18 pay * 
ground aſſert. That the whole natural 72 
of twenty four hours, is to be ſet apart for the Sab- 
bath day; and that we ought to nieaſure this day and 


pag end ir, 882 other days, is from 
Fate? t io midnight; - during which 1 75 


2 Fo ar ow works, and ſandtify the Lor 
4} or mo Long! command bi ah to conſe. 
erate 


1 of every week 16 the Lord, 

3 property in one of fey 7 
oa aſſeri 1 jv ie thereto, ſaying. | The rea 
18 t Lord 3: And alſo Iſa wa 13 3.be exprety 


St 3». 1050 11255 is. all h 2 ; 7 
or lt common u 
n all Lord's Br b l for th 
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— Ga opee: on the Sabbath. But, — 
he time requiſite ſar the works of neceſty and tnercys 
| the, whale natural: dap, as: above- deſtribed, is boly 


duties; and dot a part af the day only: Both 


| and v. 3. we are: told, that. I is good 10 
ust the bard, and ſhrew forth his loving 
tie morning, any bis ſeithfulneſ+ every. night, Nut 
- more. of this after warde when I come direaly 


: thoricy of che Sabbath, ba 


bn &% - 
to rok. hid. of any pan of ity and ahenate * 6s out 
ivate u 

. But, whn is. able to. fpend the whole twenty 
fear bears its rels i didties 


aur emplayacats. on other: days : A due proportion of 
every day is to be reſerved for the natural: lupport of 


8 and particularly for moderate eating and 


ping, uhich are works of | necellity, and muit be 
j on the Sabbath, as well as other days; with 


wis difſerence only; that, whereas they ire done on 


ether. days to enable us for labour, they are to bs E 
done. an the S. hhath to ſtreugthen us for holy duties 3 


and fo. canndt properly be called our own works: 


Neither. can the doing. thereof. be called a- taking of 
God's time to our own uſe, ſince this contributes to 
our bettet ſpending. af God's time, aud is truly- ne- 


unto the ard; and. vaght to be 2 in — 4 


morning. and- Sabbaih night ſhould be —— 
and p: aiſes, as is plain from the 92d P alm, which is 
intituled, A pſalm er ſong for the Sabbath day, v. t. 
give thanks 
in 


dneſr in 


to treat. 
of the ſanCtificatioa of the dabbatb. And, before- do ]. 


this, 1 it nece 10 anſwer ſame objections 
wa — the mort of ths Sabbath, and the 
change ot the day. 

Eamiliſts, — holding tharthere is 
no difference of days aye rode og 


what "they fay. 4 
Some ee rue, the r decrine aner 


Aufn. IL do-n rn | 
aut any. intermiſſon; for we do not chis in follow! 


„ Af the divine Inſtitution 


jeQ. 1. Every day o- ought to be « Sabbeth to 
Chr * and ſo there is no * of a ſet day. | 
= _ * Chriſtians ſhould ſerve God, and walk 
f im ge day, yet they cannot make every day 
2 Sb for the public werſhip of God, ſince God 


calls them to other neceffary work and bufineſs there · 


upon, which. are inconſiſtent with the ſolemn ſpiritual 
em payment of the Sabbath. 
ect. 2. Paul, in bis oil. ts the Galatians and 

Fi wa condemns the . of days under the 
new teflament. 
© Anſw. The ſpeaks only of the Jewiſh Sab- 
bath and feſtivals, which were ſhadows of things to 
come, and aboliſhed by Chriſt's coming; but not of the 
Lord's day; which the 12 himſelf obſerved and did 


particularly recommend to the Galatians their obſer _ 


vation, 1 Car. xvi. 1,2. 


Object 3. The Sabbath was given as a type or fn 


only to the Jeu: therefore-it muſt be aboliſhed 
be reſt of their types and ceremonies, 


with 


Anſw. 1. The Sabbath is indeed ſaid to be given as 


5 a fign betwixt God and his people, Ezek xx. 12, But 
that is not confined to the people of the Jews, (excepe 
as to the ſeventh day Sabbath only, of which I ſpoke 
before) but to be extended to all God's people to the 

end of the world. 


2. There is a great difference betwixt a go and a 


ceremony, which is an alterable thing. The rainbow 
zs called a ſign, Gen ix God's moral precepts are called 
_ -igns, Deut. vi 8. Yet none will fay that theſe are ce- 
| . Femonies or alterable things. 
3. Some ſigns are ceremonial and alterable ; others 
f are moral and perpetual : The Sabbath is not a fign 
of the firſt, but of the latter ſort. Indeed, all. the 
Ages and types of the ſacrifice of the Meſhah, and ju- 


-  Liffcation. by Chriſt to come, were nailed. all to the 


croſs with him, and abrogated ; but all figns were not 


of this kind. The rainbow is given as a fign of the 


5 dd us deluge, and is perpetual; 


our obedience, and ate perpetual, and ſe is the Sabbath, 
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the ten commandments are given as probative ſigns. of | 


Indeed the Sabbath is of a more peculiar ſign than any 
ot the reſt of the commands, and 9 is 3 
caily called a fign ſeveral times in ſeri 

1. It is a fign of God's ſpecial love and 1 to bis 
people The Sabbath is a great bleſſing and privilege 


to them, for which Nehemiah gives God thanks in 


a ſpecial manner, Neh. ix. 14. of which * 


wird 


2. [t is a ſign of that eternal reſt above, provided 
for the people of God. 


3 The religious obſervation of the Sabbath i is 2 * 2 


cla.ative ſigu of our ſancti cation; therefore it is ſaid, 


F.xod xxx1t- and Ezek xx that the Lord gave his 


ple Sabbath and figns, that they might know that be 
was the Lord that ſandtified them. So that it is plain 


| hom tbeie, that the 3abbath is a ſign to us as well a to 
= the jews 


O. ect. 4 es, fay, Lua lers and other ſectariet, 


there is no 2510 in days, one time is net better tba 


gether; and therefore the Sabbath doth got differ 
from other 12 in the week. 


Anſw, I grant, one day is not holier than ano ber © 
in itielf, (as one place is not more holy io its own 
nature than another) yet it may be bolier in reſpect of 
its ule Thus the Sabbath day hath a relative holineſs 
in it, as it is deſigned and aprepriated to God's uſe 
and ſervice, and therefore * not be alienated to uſes 
of our own, for this would be ſacrilege, which is a 


heinous crime, Hence it is, that the Lord doth ex- 


prefly call the Sabbath a holy day, Iſa lyiii 13. 
Odject. 5. But(ſay they) doth God require us. to be 
more religious and Zedly at one time than another? 
 Anſw There ate lometimes that God requires us 
to give ourlelves more to religion, and 40 expreſs it 


more by outward acts of worlhip, than a other times 


I grant, than we ought always FM be religious, and = 
ſerve and __ 'God every * the week; but 


_- and no greater 0 — 1168 of the erèation had tze 


„„ 1 : 
God, in Hs Willow, With Hotyht Tr ts Tet « 
verein ferfon, whertin Ye teqwhres mite © 
dare cd ebe ere of reliſh, ' 

mne of Holy Gartes, "thin it ther times,. The Tea: 
| ſons of his {© Yding | tmenttöhed Bebe. | 


 Objett. r. * The ſevench day Sybbath was inffitatell 


in the flate of innocency ; therefore it is to Ye held | 


44 25 moral and unalterale.” 


An. The inffhutidn or the Sabin, br tobſecra- - 


tion of one day in ſeven to the Lotd, m nder wok 
_ cluded moral 160 perpetäll, ſlice che ve vd and gros 
of it js ſach as was ſhewel before; but ir 8 Fhot 


low, that the determination of the preciſe” day of the | 


week is moral and unalterable aſſo, ſince the Lawgiver 
Who: appointed it, npt only eduld, bot 1 
altered st, as was ſhe wed Aresdh. Every thing 


God did bid or forbid our firſt pens, in a ſtate 2 6 fl: 


od or evil 


nocenry, was het morhl, or un g go — 
ro biting to 


in iſe, ws wppears from thee Mabel 


zat of the tree of Hb ee bf Zool 2 U; this Wah 


a law merely poſitive and 22 e id elf. las 
- Tho” the Sabbath or he dre. + ay wa 


the ſtate of innoceney robab 
tinued unaherably, 


885 


wrought: Yer, after the fall, God made 22 
day Sabbath, peculiar to the 6d &conomy vr dilp nfae 
ton of the covenant, and alterabſe together with i 
upon his accompliſhing the far more Sonos work © 
dar redemption. 
O8fe 5 *+ The Insehres art shed eg leis 
5 the Sabbath throughout their „ wet 0 * 
% petual coyenatit, pod, xxx 
A 1 This may be ee u 
indefiditely, and not of the ſeventh Xa 


ue Grain the ſereath day 'S 


Some objetions againſt the change of rhe diy anſwered. 


would have c | 
d not interveencd, 
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Ads for the firſt, Cod bach already ſanctified . 
{s recorded? to the bloſe of the command; "The Lerd 
HWeſſed the Sabbath day, and baitewed it His bleſfing 
— hallowing” the day are deen the fave impoft. 
and ſięnify theſe two thing; 


on he doth remarkably bleſs and ſanctify men; by fil - 
ling his ordinances with the ſpecial-bleſhngs and graces 
of his boly Spirit, and making . this: effectgal to ont 
9 on 

Tuis ig 4 Mleſſed day, and a ay of bleſſing: For as 
it is our duty on this day to meet together, and bleſs 


and bleſs us, He will tain bleſfiogs apon 
of his Sabbath, grant them his 
joyful in bis houſe of prayer. 


preſehce, ad make them 


— 1 — — 2 = 
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which is required of us: This is either negative or po- 
fitive. The fit conſiſts in a holy _—y the. ſecond i in 
holy exerciſes upon the Sabbath. v- 

Before I proceed to handle theſe, I hall lay down 
ſome cautions 2 the right under ſtanding of the fourth 
command, and for preventing miſtakes;, Wherefore, 
when God doth here appoint us ſix days of the week 
for our laboars, and one day for his worſhip, we muſt 
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of our fix days is to be ſpent in religious exerciſes ; for 
under the law, there were fet portions of every day 


tem 

*. Aly, doth he mean that ad whole tay beſide 
the Sabbath may be let apart for imploring God's mer- 
ey in time of diſtreſs or returning thanks td God for 
| ſome ſpecial favour or delivetance, when the provi- 
dence od 9 calls us to it: Fer ve ind God him- 


4 


1. The Lord's diſtinguiſhing this day "IMO others, 
and his ſerting it apart from common unte facred tic 
and employments. He hath honoured it with his roy. | 

al ſtamp, aud conſecrated it for the work of heaven 
2. His pitching on the Sabbath as the day where- 


God: ſo it is God's promiſe this day to meet with us, 
the obſervers. 


As to the fecond.- the — of: the Sabbath, | 


not think that it is Gods meaning, - iſt, That no part 


conſecrated to divine. wdrſhip, in * tabe e and 


be the obſeryation of other days beſide the 
ſeventh, Exod. xxxiv.. Lev. xxiii. Numb. xxviii. and 


commanding ceſſation. from labour on theſe days. | It 
is not the deſign of the fourth commapd to lay, us un, 
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lt” 23 der a premptory or indiſpenſible obligation labour- 
. ing in all the fix days throughout: but only yo injoia as. 
SY not to labour on any other day but theſe fix days, and 
„ to do all our works upon them, ſo as we be got hin- 
e deved from ſerving . in a * * on the 
"fl. * | 
* 

porn s EC T. 1 ob 45 | 
OY Concerning the holy reſt . on the Sabbath, | 
bleſs HIS holy reſt upon the Sabbath conſiſts in a to- 
1 tal abſtinence from all worldly employments and 
Br recreations ; and from whatever work, buſineſs or ac- 
her tion, that may anywiſe prove. a hindrance to the wor- 
e ſhip and ſervice of God upon that day. This is plain, 
my not only from the fourth -command-irfelf, but from 
r po many other ſcriptures, particularly Jet. xvii. 24. Iſa. 

. Iriti. 13. 

br | I ſhall here propoſe ſome queſtions opon ths ſubject 
lown 0 be anſwered. * 
— | QUESTION I. 
week Are no fort EX Warks 6 ve a on the Sabbath a1 
; for | There are three ſorts of works 8 excepted 
day as not prohibited by the fourth command, viz. 

* works of piety af mercy and neceſlity. IS © 
"a _ iſt, The work of piety, that is, ſuch bodily actions 
efide or labour as are neceſſary and ſubſervient to the per- 
cy . formance of divine - worſhip, or contribute. to order or 

d for | decency therein : theſe are lawful and neceſſary on the 
1 5 Sabbath day : Such were /be killing of beaſts, awaſbing 
road 2 175 — ro the Gor rn pad To | 
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do attend worſhip &c: under the law. '$o.now, voce, 
the goſpel, miniſters toiling their bodies * 
und praying, people wravelli 8 = 
ef bells; "and the Like, are lawful on the. Sabba rag, 
2dly. Works of mercy and charity are — 6 
day, and neceſſary alſo; for, ſeeing the — 4 
i 1. nnd as a” memorial of God's great love and 
mercy to us, we are bound upon it to ſhew charity 
both to the fouls end bodies of men, and mercy to 
the very beaſts alſo : So that the feeding our bodies, 
our beaſts, and uſin menne for the hel of man or bealt 
in diſtreſs, and pre g of their ves, the viſiting the 
fick, making colleftions for the and the like, are 
lawfeb on the Sabbath day: | ons had al- 
Towanee for theſe under the law, fo have we now u- | 
der the goſpel. | 
3dly. Works of neceſſity and great t conrencieacy, whith 
| coal or be foreſeen, nor provided againſt the d 
before, not cannot be to another day 


fleging from enemies, or ing our aeg her 
e quenching af fre, dreſſiag of meat, purtic parcitix.op 
our Ss. — the like; els 1 are alſo lawfulion' 


| Sabbath Phe Maccabees of old did not decline io 
b gut on the Sabbath day nor did the Jews long before 
their days : Lo the Jewiſh writers tell us, that the 
overthrow of Jericho was on the Sabbath ; which 
alſo ſeems to be founded Joſh, vi. 3, 4. where 
it is ſaid They ſhall compaſs the city fix da : and on 
the ſeventh — the walls of the — ſhall fall down, 
- and the people thall aſcend op every naa ſtright before 
bim. Qoly rake theſe cautions ſacd works: - 
See that the neceſſity be real and not pretended, and 
chat ye have no-ſecret — in its fall 
Dale beed that 3 yo 


| ein. DH OUCH? Wi ©» 0 
Ne adh then. idem 1 bon a 
5 d ye thay 3 wp the main work 


Bl "GoTo TION W 
at are e ves; — 5 


6 e e te * 
ö * NVS * N * 5 „ Tee 


we Hof Ye 5 Med _ care hip tay to ab · 
al from a} Juch ſinful works and äctions as ate un- 
Jawfel upon any diy ; but we miſt ' alſo reſt from all 
| worldly "buſineſs and action, whether employmenta Io 5 
'of tec tidns, Alte they "be Tech, as ate lawful en 
other da But more early. | 
| 1. We keith reſt from a Tor of Krell work or 
| worldly ats that teng to Oh profit or ad- 


rage * . N of journe! merchandizi 
or travelfih burdens, = | 
pile ri nll, . ow! "reaping. Ke. and 
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ml 3 the 'Sabbath, and prefer 
x with God in his ordinances 
22 that harveſt work 
I. our religious obſervation of 
a te nc lor Alſo the Lord fpecities 
r 
EF at ocher 
umes ; 
. The; bodies of ferrants and cattle are more 
22 
of teſt. Es 
24h, People then have leſs time to worſhip God in 
their families and cloſers on week days, becuaſe of. 
the greatneſy of their labour ; and therefore have need 
to improve the Sabbath the more diligemly. 
34%. In baryeft we partke more of the fruits of 
God's bounty, "then at other times; and therefore 
ſhould be the more thankful to God for his mercies, 
and eſpecially for Chriſt the mercy of mercies, who 


alone doth both purchaſe and Twecten all aur aercies, 
10 us. 


* Ai 


Now, is it not matter of deep regret, chat Inot- 
withltagding God's ſpecial command, and our mani- 


2 1003 te che contrary). F. NN 


ould be thinner, and fields thronger with i 
our wandering therein in time of harveſt, than at 
other times of the year? _ 

Object. When the weather j is unſeaſonable and. 
* tempeſtaous through the week, doth it not become 
% work of necefir de ſow or reap on the Sabbath, 
« f Nee Ld to was and bealt r- 3 

particular mens corns were in hazard 

of being earned e V or lalt by the the inundation of 
a A or the like,” it were a work of neceſſity to en- 
deavour the preſervation of them upon the Sabbath; 
r , the cauſe not 
pump ot, 15 1 „ the damage irrecoverable 
r , as for lowing, reapeing,” ar 
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- ought not to diſtruſt, Gen, ix. 25, 


ber A with their labqur, let them 2 


| — wait upon the Lord. I have a certain a 


| his houſe and goods took hire, 8 ſo their laboùr 25 
quickly ſtopt al 


ceſſary, ſuch as the refreſhiog our 


— 


ded from the 
lawful, beca 
hazard proceeds 
and there is gronhd to exp 
weather, according, to bis graciouk 


22 ſentin 
romile, 
hile the N 


mainetb, ſeed tim and barv) 7 Kg; 
ay — God's word, "ai 1 1 


i 


—_ blaſt the warks of their hands 
farther behind than their A 1 5 


« rich farmer in this nation, "not many years 1105 * 
in harveſt time (the weather having been N d 
ſome time before, and proving fair 3 285 

day and the Lords day ald nerd ale is de 


yoke his horſes and n to the leading of bis cn. 
upon the Sabbath evehing: 44 it Pleaſed the LG, 
_ - thathe ſoon got other wo » for that, very nigh 


I hands being called to be employed in 
quenching of the fire. Many other inſtances might de 
given: But I proceed. 

It We muſt reſt not om all worldly eplby 
ments on the Sabbath, but rer all worldly rect e 


tions, according to the word of God, and be 1 


fion of faith and 7 But A eing. 

much impugned and diſputed by many, 1 ſhall Hang 

it as diſtinctiy and ſatisfying as I can pen th: 
Recreatiops are twofeld, fome-a auge 11 


drink and fleep. Thele are recon age wh 


or do buſieeſs without 2 any 2 n IJ 
both lawful and neceffar ry upon the oy ; clpe ko 


| Knee we ate thereby better diſpoſed for performing the. 
 datics of the day. 


Fut, 2dly. There are ,recreations which are e 
tary and not nec. lay. * cbeſeg dz 5 er 
their »* lverfion; ſuch as Tor 


wer 
| nfo #6 play 
of; an 
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| 3 22 ae frem dein i 
2 7: holy dag. and coli the Sabbath @ deligbt, 
Aging ins vu ways nor finding. thine: own H, 
| foro rnbrah [praking hive — ſhalt tben 
in i, Lord, and {will call thee to rid 
upon the high places of the earth, and ſeed theewithihe- 
heritage: of Jeb, e. Nom, cin-tbere'be any thing | 
more direQly levelled againſt carnal reereations idle 
* walking, Ke, ou Ihe ry day than tan bf 
"6 turn away our fyut from: deing; eur ee 
ſure en it; 6: 4% by travelling or walking for pleaſune r 
recreation t. Bays: mut neither! de aur own. . 
Harald ens qum-words,) nor find our own pleaſureron this 
4. Bat: if people will, notwithſtanding hereof, allow 
themſelyea-in idle diverſions and looſe recreations up- 
on the Sabbahg I ſee not how they will free them- 
ſelves of open tebellion againſt. God: For God com- 
mands us to member the Sabbath day, not to delight 
9 h .carnalirecreations; but to keep it holy 
divine exerciſes; and to ſpend it otherwiſe is: 
| 1 to trample re -Got's-amthoriey, 20 _— 
war against him. 
Ot. «But cheſs wh: are tor Sabbath 
0 creatidns} will tell me, that they condemn 
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of the week, it is the 'Lord's, und eoafertatedifor hin 
6 of it % 
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ourſelves 8 — fo 
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hows: This being —-—-— our mme; and - 


uſe und ſervice ) and conſequently uo pert 
be alienated from him, or"applied for our 
racrearions; ©» 
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Se Late Chriſtians Sir mie eee 
8 the" Sabbath; "as much à8 the Jed. * =I 
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_ & the Lord's day, calls us to more joy uud glaneſs : A J 
« apon our Sabbath than the the Jews were called tion 
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A This ſays nothing for carnal ſports or tecre - 
tions; It is dot a worldly 17 but a ſpi;i:gal joy, that * i 
we are cälle] to this day; ſuch a joy as is expreTed *} 

in palms. hymns, and ſpiritdal ſongs. Again if our 

mercies be this day greater than thoſe the Jews had 
to commemorate, thah we are, in gratitude, öbliged 
to a mote ſtrict and holy ſaactiücation of the day, to 
the hogour and glory of the God and fountain of our 
mercies ; Which, I believe, no ſerious Chriſtiah will 
think cartial recreations very codllitent with. 1 
Object. 2. Zut theſe recteations ate no where for · 
« hidden in the new teſtament. ® FO SIN 
Anſ lt is ſufficient if they he forbidden in the old 
teſtament for the old teſtament is our rule, as much 
as the new, in actions which are moral, of not cere- 
monial And I ſee not what ſhadow of ground therg 
is for calling abſtinzrice from car nal pleaſures on the 4 
Sabbath, a thing ceremoaial, or leſs binding upon us. © | 
thao the Jews: But moreover, if we compare the 

;8th chapter of [ſaiak with the 56th, it will manifeſt= ' {| 
ly pear, that the Lord, id injoining his people = 
ſtrictly to obſerve the Sabbath, and abltain from cars * 
nal pleaſures thereon, hath a reſpe& to goſpel times 
after the Meſfiati's coming. Iſaiah was a moſt evan= — © 
gelical prophet, and {till had the goſpel-times in big 2 
eye; wherefore ſome call him the evangeliſt Iſaiah £ 
80 that, in recommending Sabbath ſanctigcation, and 
calling the Sabbath God's holy day, he doth not con- 
fine himſelf to the Jewiſh Sabbath, which was ſoon 
to be aboliſhed: but hath an eye to the evangelical 
_— was to continue to the end of the 
worid. : EO: 2 e 

Again, this is confftmed by the practice of the pri · 
_—— Dn Ty Go it unlawful to ſpe 
any part of the Lord's day w-unaecefſary di vetſ i 
from holy things ; yes, they" counted the ie 
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faint. Auguſtine faith, „It is not enough that we 
keep three or four hours of this day, but that we 
'»_ © obſerve the whole day.” The ancient Chriſtians 
did not think the work of the day was over, when 
te publick worſhip was ended The younger Plinny 
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Of the negative Sanftification | 
En disestion of this day the prime Garser of a true 


tells us, That they uſed this day to meet before 


day light, and ſing their hymns to Chriſt,” And 


Textallian, in his apology, makes mention of their 


night prayers. They 4 themſelves bound to be- 
gin the work of the day 1 


this morning before break of day. They neither thought 
nor pleaded that they had more freedom for- werldly 
pleaſures, or were le. obliged to holy exerciſes this 
day, than the Jews upon their Sabbath, 

"Nay, if we conlider things narrowly, it will be 


| Found that Chriſtians are under greater obligations to 


a ſtrict and holy ſanctification of the Sabbath under 
the goſpel, than .the Jews were under the law, for ſe- 


veral teaſons. Ws „„ 
tiſt, We have not only the creation. as the Jews had 
but we have alſo the redemption of mankind, which is 


a greater work, this day to commemorate. Now, 


if the Jews were obliged to celebrate the day Which 


was inſtituted for. the memory of the creation, by 
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the Lord's day, which, in ano we w_ to b. 
ſerve more ſtrictly and religioufly than the Jews _ 
Athly, By baptuſm, we come under more flit and 
ſolema engagements to keep God's 


than the Jes; and alſo we have more ſpecial pro- 


mies of vis Spirit to help us in keeping of them, 
then the Jeus bad : For, in the new teſtament times 
tue Spirit u bod out in a larger meaſure, than in * 
Od. 


So that from the whole 1 infer, that ii "the "Jenn 5 


under the old celtament were bound to keep the whole 


Savuath day, and. wholly to abitain from their og 10 


F 2008 its yea, cuunt the tervice of the Sab 
an a aehgar, according to IIa. Ivii. 13 tho' id - 
— it was butcde nome: Much more ought we, under 
the golpel, io keep the whole Saboath {trickly, and 
call u a delight, when the work and lervice of n is ſo 
pleaſant and eaſy. 8 
II Another argument. which l ſhall bring a 
the torelaid Sabbath day's recreations, ſhall. be taken 


from the nature and greatneſs of the Sabbath day's 5 


work; and | ſhall form it thus: 


It the work of the Sabbath be ſo. neceſſary, 8 4 
and various, that it requires the whole day io be ſpent 


therein, and challenges all our foals Facalie wo be 


Nr thereabout ; then carnal * | 


wtul thereupos: _. | 
Bat the. former is true; therefore, 
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|, Sabbath is fo great and neceffary, 
| Gder, that the Sabbath is the great market-day of 
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is plain, if we con · 


heaven; —Þ or n which we ought to take in, and lay up 
our ſouls for the Teſt of the week. yea, 
r eternity itſelf. It is the uſual day of finners con- 


A version and acquaintayce with God: It is the day 


wherejn we have our fins to bewail, our needs to get 
fupplied, our bard bearrs to get melted, our dead af- 


fections to get raiſed, our guilty cenſciences to get 
diſburdened, our dark minds to 8 ialightned, our 
' weak graces to get ſtrengthned: 


e have this day 
God's word to teach our families, our children to in- 
ſtruct, Chriſt's love to commemorate, death and judy 
merit to provide for, and our redeemer to treat wit 


about the ſaving of our fouls. In a word, this is a 


day wherein we are to make vifits to God, and receive 
viſits from him. Now, I do appeal to every ferious 


I | foul, that knows any thing of b godlineſs, if theſe 


things be not ſo ' weigh __ —_— 
"4 the whole of the day, and the attendance of all 


Hour powers and faculties; And jf fo, then we are 
bound carefully to avoid every thing that may prove 


an avocation or diverſion from doing them. 
III. Another argument may run thus 
If the worJdly circumſtances of the ' generality be 


ſuch as they can have but little time through the 
' week for worſhipping God, minding their ſouls, 


| Preparing for. eternity; then it js their duty — 


and 


and diligent) 4 to employ the Lord's day for theſe 
in which God grants them freedom for the ſame ; 

But the former is true; therefore, Nc. 

The connexion of the major propoſition is certain; 


for, if our whole lives be links enough for 


ing the great work of our ſaivation, the ſeventh day, : 


or ſevenih part of our time, i eren Ws de thought too 
. much 


And for the truth of the minor propoſition, that the 


vl circumſtances of the generality are fuch as above re- 
® Frag 1 W to the experience of the whole 
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holy 1 — re- 
is a have they not the greateſt need cloſly and diligently 
ceive to f. and improve the whole Sabbath therein, 
— E! ˙» OT PEO 
chal. Are there not many poor ſervants, whoſe 
are | hour in a day to ſerve God or mind their ſouls ? and, 
of the Sabbath for thele in 
bleſſed day paſs away idly? Now, for minifters or 
y be others to tell ſuch, that the whole Sabbath day is too 
the long for the foreſaid ſpiritual exerciſes, and teach them 
and to ſpend away a part of it incarnal recreations or idle 
— neſa, in my opinion, is a moſt compendious way to 
promote Ja gan ox wh - 
| And doth not daily experience confirm this ſad truth *ÞY 
Do we not ſee, that ing the Sabbath opers a 
ain; door to all profanity ? and that in theſe places where 
lich- people negle& the Sabbath, or ſpend the half of the _— 
day, * day in recreations and idleneſa, there ignorance and 
t too immorality of all forts abound, and family-worſhip 7 
| and piety are negleQed; ©. 


| , * "Of + en. | 
we. -mily. g. dlinęſa. do flguriſh an Wa Ocular experi- 
ENCE ews zus, that che mand it a bedge 
== 5 all ibs Sa .aod the religions obſervation of the 
=_— vgs Sabbath 10 the, mp effeual method for 
E; Wes Chp na»ledge and. dne, el giery, 
155 Fen 4 ſermap., or two on. a Sabbath, 
f 1 by in heir ignsragge, if thex ſpenfl the reſt o 
ho day in id levels and fecreauons, 2 pegleR the 
privaze means of raping, praying, carc<tafing, 8 
rence. regeution f ſermons, &. | never expect to lee 
e n 825 in conggegauons ot ſami· 
, till cneſe means be u'eg, and Paps taken, after 
8 public \ Won hip, - 5 — 1 Gren and ſer- 
Tight. O igagraace of many 
por ſouls plead - 4. 70 ds. 
jane of the whole Lord's day ? Had, minitfers and 
Otten a © dnglenls of the erg aud periſbing ſtate 
3 P ignorant fouls, I am ſure they would preſs it-more, 
= = ks "p19, 180, them. 5 
men, nanny, _ r 
"I 285 God's * 15 
e ie through. _y_ week 
HY: to. N louls . lagics 
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bath But if caroal recrea ions dd hinder. the duties þ | 
of the Sabbath, and ſpiritual employment of the ſaul,, = 
2s much as ſervile labour; then by parity of reaſonn 
they are forbidden alſo: But ſo it is, that they do hin- 3 
der as mach, yea, more than ſervile labour would do. 
Nay, I may be bold to ſay, that a man may be more 
ſerious, and have his mind more exerciſed with hegveu- 
ly meditations, hen plowing, ſowing or threſkiogs | 
| * when he is about Carnal eptertainments, Fecreatls - 
ous or as % or when he is in vain pron us. 
company, ſporing, and telling, 8 , 
ing and e idly in the ſtreets, or Theſe do | 
far more diſtract = heart, from God's 92 than ſer- 
vile labour'dath: A man will fud himſelf more indiſ- 
| peſed for prayer and holy duties after them, than. after 
the works of his calling. It was the ſenſe of this that - .._- 
made Auguſtine fay-” That it were bettet for maids ts | 
a ſpin, or for men to plo , than for them to 9 a gh r 
10 . t op the Sabbath day. Quanto B eſt arare 
« quam ſaltar in Sabbato Aug in ticulum Pſal . 
He very well knew that carnal pleaſures. ate incun- 
ſiſtent with devotion, and holly unſit the ſoul. fer 
communion with God, which is the work of the — = 
1 — 


| bath. Hence we (ee, lovers of pleaſure: and love 

God are ſet in oppoſiuon, 2 Tim 3, 4. 1 
1 might go on 10, woltiply. — to this par- 
poſe ; bor this truth is ſo clear from found reaſon and 

de word of God, and articularly from Ia. viii. 13 2 
To FER pat hs A criptures, that I think bi — =_” 
needleſs to ſay, any more. 
But, in regard this, truth bath many adverfaries, 9 
{and and no wonder thi „ Saran maſter up all his 4orges 2. 9 
ganſt it ſince ĩt fo M027 0g againſt bis kingdom) 
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anch. Gere b cs J. 8, who, calls aft 
Perle gf the Church of Seodanc, thats" 


his pang t upon. the 00S, my r 4 
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* * for Sabbath days recreations, both as lav ful * 
Autiful, after the publick worthip is over: providing (as 
he qualifies them) there be nothing immodeſt or undecent 
therein nor too much time ſpent thereby Tho' he nei - 
ther tells how much time he allows for them, nor what 
ate the immodeſt or undecent things which he diſal- 
Jows in them, but leaves every man to his own con- 
ftruftion and choice therein. 

I ſhall conſider the ſtrength of the arguments 2dduced 
by him and others for theſe recreations ; and [ ſhall 
begin with the chief one. 

Object. I. To hinder theſe recreations after ſer-. 
* mon were to tye us, who are the diſciples of Chriſt - 
- © to as ſtrick @ reſt, and as burdenſome an obſervation 
% of the Sabbath, as the Jews were obliged to under 
«the law, which were to judaize, and build that again, 
* which Chriſt hath deſtroyed.” | 

Anf 1. The fourth command being moral and p 
" petual, as hath been proven, doth oblige us to as ffrick 
a reſt and ceſſation from worldly actions, as it did the 
Jews. I grant indeed, the Phariſees invented a great 
many ſuperſtitious additions to the reſt of the Sabbath 
which were not of divine appeintment, and would 
have had all to conform thereto, as if they had been 


1 divine laws. They afligned fuch a preciſe ſpace for 4 


ſmarted with death for their folly Some beld, that 


Sabbath day's journey ; they frequently would not al- 
low the r levies Of invcs dalles al beaſts in diſtreſs 


=_— Some came this length, that tho they al- 
| lowed beaſts to be fed or watered, yet, if any of them 
fell into a ditch, they muſt not draw him out on this 
day, but feed, him where he was till the Sabbath was 
over. Nay, I have read of Jews ſo ridiculouſly fu- 


be 


rſtitious, that they would not allow themſelves o 
drawp our of pits or dangerous places igto which 
| they had fallen on the Sabbath,” and therefore have 


it was unlawful to kill a 


BASED 
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| them, es we ute 4016 by Joſephs, qo the ae of 1 


in healing; and his difciples im piu King the ears of cbru 
on the Sabbath; 4nd ſhewe, that che works of neceſſi⸗ 


jeect, imends only to reprove their ſaperititions addie 
| tions, and to ſhew what things were lawful to the Jews 


are now lav fut to us under the a for he- 


of celebrating the Sabbath, by's 
and manifold rires, which were r 


deſtroyed; and whicever art chargeable'with this in a 


 abrogated-Jewiſh ceremony ? or compare the firid ſag 


he dane WG 
fend thentdra 7 nnn - 7 
which means they forietimes became 4 prey to . . 
enemies: 1 ttathias che prieſt det / er iuſt racted 5 


the firſt hook of Maceaber . hb 

1 fay, there Were no: 85g but Nuran additions: 2 
the ſame things were lawful to the Jews: on. the Saha = 
bath, that are allowed to es, Vir. the works of piety , 
neceſſi y and mercy ;- as manifeſtly appears by the con _ 
menrary which Chriſt-gives upon this commang), Vn 
by his words and a ons. Chriſt de fend bis practice 2 


and merty, the refieving of men and beats id di- 
22 were lawful un the Jabhath Our blefſe<.F Savi⸗ 
our, by his reaſoning againſt the Pharifees oa this ſub- 


on the Sabbath from the-begintimg, but not what 
no more liberty for worldly things this than 2 
was before; firice he came not e law. 

_ 2dly, I grant indeed; thar our Saviogr frath Seed 
Chriſtians under the goſpel, from the Jewiſh” method 
"fervice am 
ißces, waſhin'; 


ceremonial, worſhip, co conſiſting of 


to reintroduce abropmed eeremonĩes on 
is (1 confeſs) to ld and rebuild what 2 


degree: let them ſee to it. But ber wan will ce 


abſtaining from carnal recreatlont ou the Jabbath; att; 


etifieation of the Lord's day; 
lical ſacrificex of prayer 
method of obſer the 


told . that his yoke ig Caf. aa hir Vürden it fi 
5 1 


and all 8 W 
truth of it, -. 


TT 7 


4 bo ns us: Particularly, concerning the not dre 


be morality and unalterable obligation of the fourth com- 
mand, and not grant that we are as ſtrictly tied to mo- 
& ral duties on the Sabbath as the Jews. and conſequent- 
Iz to the ſame holy reſt, and diligence in the ſervice of 
upon it; fince the change made by Chriſt's com- 
ing is only in circumſtantial or ceremonial things, vin. 
the day of ihe week, and the nature of the ſervice or 
_ facrifices requiſite upon it. 
ObjeR. © But, beſides the nature of the ſervices and 
© worſhip, there were ſeveral peculiar things required 
* of the Jews upon the- Sabbath, not bindin 


© meat, going out of the place, kindling of fire, bearing 


« of burdens, the nature of the puniſhment of Sabbath 


© breaking, double ſacrifices, &c.” 

Anſw. 1ſt. If any af the foreſaid things were typi- 
cal og, ceremonial, then indeed it is abrogate by Chriſt's 
coming, and not b upon us: But this will no- 
wiſe alter the caſe with reſpe& to obſtaining from car- 


nal recreations on the Sabbath, which can never be 


reckoned or ceremoaial ; it being what is 


tually * to the ſuitable ſancti cation 
n | 

2dly, Let the foreſaid inftances be narrowly confi- 
dered, ＋ will be found that there is no ſuch pe- 
. imagined. 

I. As to dre 1 the only 


whence the prohibition of it is inferred is Exod, 
Xvi. 23- concerning the preparing of Manna. There 
are ſeveral interpreters, who thiok that the 

ol it on the Sabbath is not here forbid ; but that they 
rn a part of it undreſſed for 
the Sabbath. But g 


Son dn, thea 0 of the Manna is there. 
charged, this infer a dilcharge of drefing 
any kind 7 = the Selb ; ſince there, were 

__ peculiar | * > the ue n 
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| For my part, I do not tis how a man can own the 


eden of of 


bea of molt part of in 


es ase ze mEaroG  o £g A mz? 


mf, Tere nr = 
ing it, that was not made Concerning other kinds 7 
food. viz Tbat it ſhould not ſpoil nor corrupt; For 
in that hot country, drefſed meat could not eaſily a 
preſerved good and wholeſome over __ h 25 
_ 24ly, There was much more ſe ork requiſne "Py 
in preparing Manna than other kinds of food; 1 
hoved to be grinded in mills, beat in — — 
| baken in pans, Num xi 8. New, ſo much ſervile la 
our aboyt preparing of food was not Gt upon the 8b. 
bath Grice it did not tend to the reſt or refreſhing of |} 
the body, but rather to the toiling of it; and likewiſe 
| it took up many hands, and would have bindered them 
| From lar@ifying of the day So that there is no pe- 
culiarity in this prohibition ; for, were we in theircaſe, 
dd had Manna to feed on, it were not lawful for us 
to prepae it on the Sabbath more than for the Jews, 
But it is certain that they did dreſs other meat on the 
Sabbath, that required not ſuch ſervile labour. 
we are taught by this prehibition, as well as the Jews, 
to be eare ful to prepare that meat, which requires much 
toil and pains, before the Sabbath come; and ſo to. 
order matters about our bodily proviſions the day de- 
fore, that ſervants may be as k e hindered from * : 
ifyicg the Sabbath, and the work of the 4 as little | 
interrupted as poſhble. | 
II. As to the ſecond inſtance, the prohibirion of 
| going amt of their places on the Sabbath, Exod xvi 29. _ 
it is plain from the context, that it is to be meant of | 
going out to leck Manna, it being an unneceſſary * 
work, and therefore unlawful on the —_— — | 
tho* the Jews-were reſtrained from going through 7 
ſtreets or fields on the Sabbath, for verily oh buſineſs, _ 
recreation, or putting off the time: yet not from all 
walking or travelling, when either the works of piety © 
or nececeſlity did requre; for a Sabbath day's journey ß 
was allowed, Acts 1. 12. The Phariſees i ſtinte i 
it to two thouſand cubits, (which ſome make one mile, 
others wy mn» to the * * in . - 
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them) r tlie dance, of 

e M moll part af che camp of Ii ael in the wilderneſs, 
the tabernacle, 10 which, they, werf bound 10 fr. 

fur worſhi r . 

warrant gting the Sabbath day's. journey 

a preeiſe ſpace 4 Goce, it muſk be either more 


324 


ide publick ordinances, to attend which, à per- 
many. miles. and not. Comainns the, Sabbath. 
iſn woman, 28 a fxem 2 ir, 
23 vſcd. to. travel on Sabbath tg the propher Eliſha, 
tend publick worſhip, and wait on big, teaching, 


Will flach that it 18 only kindling of fre far ſervile work, 
— for the work of rearing up. the arch pag 
they. were then about, which is; there forhi 


the, beſt commentators on the plage. For Ged. is 


to prevent their thinking that thr nature of the work, 
or baſte required in doing it, wonld juſtify their work- 
ing at it on the Sabbath, he firſt diſcharges all working 
on that day, verſe. 2. and theo more particularly, v. 3 


| founders, or any others, for preparing materials forahe 


tabernacle, And ſo he will ——— o! for 


a ſacred. uſe, give place to that. which: was morę im- 


_ medigiely ſacred and neceſſat y, viz, the preſens anch. 


feat ioo of the. Sabbath.” This: detk net peohäbäte 
kindling of fire tor the works of neceſſity or merey, which 


— y tend to the bettet ſanRiiying of the Sabbachy 


this, for the ſer vile work of the tabernnele would 


have: hindered. the preſent ſanctiicstian of it: where 
as: kindliog of fue for warming our bodies, prepatiag 
to {= ne fp laaQitying of che Sybbath,, Let we | 


care that we do not extend- our li 
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N to: the diſtance of pegpies dwellings | 
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II. As 0 the, Prohibition of kindling fire, Exod. 
nr. 3 If ug copfider the place and context, we | 


».is the mind of Vatablus, Juniun and Eremel - 05 
e giving directions for making the tabernacle; and 


he forbids-the work of kindling fire, an that of; ſaaigby, 
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bath, which re quire much ſ work, 
be the duties of th iin — cho Ng hi. 
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ridden on the Lord's day, to 

fag mes et we muſt beware 
to e kindle the fre of God's 2 Ny * 
u ol As to the bearin nt ng 
— Chil bak - 
uh. 
4 
ta 
od, _ 
by | 
en; dolb not tay 7, nations, CS en 
, is Wa univerſal equity ʒ oy 7 cireum- 
f * : 
. | ments ——— 7 9 1 - 
ks place, there appears to haye been ſome ſpeci wh 4 
rh that Sabbath. breaker's. caſe.; for we do, 
ng Sabbath breaking was always ſo gong - * — +. | 
3 If we read. verſes gg | hy. we we ſee God; threazning 
the, death to all ſuch as; N. wh 0g. ., 
the | high band: And in the Sabbathy 
for breaker is brought in obable 
imy that his crime was. 


ten-  preſumptuous fioning. | 
dite VI. As tothe L Geribors enquired on nt dn. 
aich bath, two Lambs in the morning, and two in the een. 
hs g, Num. Xviii. 9, 10. I, grant they wm heavy 
ld | burden, in regard: of the great, expence 9 
r toil the, Jews. were put to thereby, ; frary, mhiph 

ting bath happily freed us. But, excepting; What was, ty» 
we pical and ceremonial, in their worſhip. and ſa 
erty there is here peculiar to them: for, £5 4 
the we are ſtill 23 much bound to double. oY " 
Sabbath as. the Jews; Wa ene der A 
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devotion. our prayer, our praiſes, &c. this ads be- 
yond other days Yea, as 1 ſhewed before, we are 
more called to fe Wan the Jews; which alſo is con» 
firmed from Ezck. xlvi 4. J where, inſtead of the 
fout lambs required on the Sabbath in Moſes's time, 
we ſee that in Ezeckiel's temp'e ſervice, which points 
at Goſpel times, the Sabbath offerings were to be fix 
kmbs' and à tam; intimating not only the continu- 
nee, but the advancement of the Sabbath ſan&(fieation 

n the days of che Meſfiah,* and that Chriftians ſhould 
xceed the Jews in zeal and diligence in Nn . 
Sabbath, and ſhould moſtiply Aries, and © 

a greater plenty of ſpiritual” ſycrifices, and be 9 
active and jntenſe about he work of ibe Sabbarh, 
an they were: And good reaſon for it, fince we 
ave' both the creation and redemption to commemorate 


this Gay, and 2 more enen Margery, to perform up | 


oo” 


But tds Seil ic ehsige ih Wit of J. 8˙5 argu- 
ons for's Sabbath days recreations. 1 

Object. II. Our Saviour faith, that rhe Sabbath 
it made le for men, and not man for the Sabbath. Mark 
« jj, 29.” 


Anſ. This word makes not for his purpoſe f for : 


Ch adduceth it in defence of his diſciples plucking 


| the ears of cornon che Saboarh; for ſarisfying their hun- 


which was a work of 'necellity ; and not in de- 
Ke of carnal diverfions and recreations. 
But, that we may take up the true meaning of the 


place, we muſt conlider, that, if by Sabbath be un- 


derſiood the true ſanctiſicatĩion of the day by ſincere 
worlippay 5 and ſerving of God, then certainly man 
was made for it But if Sabbath be taken, accordi 

to the Phariſees ſenle here, for the mere external 're 
of the day (as Chriſt certainly underſtands it in this 
place) then indeed the Sabbath was made for man; 
this exsernal reſt being but a mean for the true ſancti- 


cation of the Sabbath, add deſigned for the ſpecial 
tod of man, Py” that his wy eat have ſome 
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= of death; but alſo hath liberate them from the yoke 


repoſe from labour, — that he might have @ + 
ſolemn opportunity to worſhip God, and hold com- 
munion with him. Now (ſays our Saviour) it were 


_ unreaſonable to think that a law, intended for a pri- 


vilege and benefit to / man, ſhould be improven to his 
hurt and ruin, The great defrgn of the Sabbath pleads 
for works of neceſſity and mercy: For how can God be 
ſerved or the ſoul profited on this day, if care be not 
taken for preſerving the life, and ſupporting the body, 
in ordex thereto ? But how this text makes for carnal 
diverſions on the Sabbath, I ſee not; unleſs one 
ſhould fay, that Chriſt meant when he ſaid. The 9Jab- 
bath is made for man, that it is made for his corporal 


pleaſures: which is molt abſurd, and —_— contrary 
to Iſa. Iviii. 13. 


Object III.. The diaderidg os from Sabbat. 


1 days recreations is an incroachment upon our Chri- 
i (tian liberty 


* $4. | _— gladly know what he means by Chri- 


berty. I take the goſpel ſenſe of it to be this, 
that Chriſt hath purchaſed for believers under. the 
goſpel, not only liberty from the dominion, guilt and 
puniſhment of fin, the bondage of Satan, and —_ 


the ceremonial law, to which the old teſtament ſainte 
were ſubjected ; and likewiſe from the curſe ofthe moral 
law.; yea. and from the power and obligation of it too, 
as a covenant of works : fo as they are neither to be 
juſtifies nor codemned thereby. But that be hath ob- 
tained any liberty to us from the obligetion of the moral 

law, as the rule of life and manners, more than the 
Jews had, I know no orthodox Proteſtant that will aſ- 


ſerrit Now, if the fourth command be a part of the 


moral law, 82 owns)- to pretend to any freedom 
from the ſtrick obſervation of it, and what is truly moral 
in it, under the goſpel, is unchriſtian licentioulneſs, and 
not Chriſtian liberty, . Chrilt never purachſed a liberty | 


to us, to be leſe r 35, or leſs. diligent in prayer, 
may and other eee 5 


N 7 ) * . * 
. S 4 . 
8 4 th 


"Of 1 the * Sandifative. 


By Our urue liberty lies in 8 

— obey the boly will of God our only right 
Lord; and in being in a capacity to purſue our — 
d and great end; and the more we are difabled 
n this, the more we are in bondage. And henee 
iis, that the Pſamiſt ith, Pſal cxix 45 I will 
walk at liberty, for I ſeek thy precepts. But for any, 
voder pretence of Chriſtian liberty, to walk loofly 
and licemeouſly, is to deſtroy. the end of Chriſtian 
liberty, which is, That being delivered out of the bands 
of out enemies, we might ſatve the Lord without fear, 
in holigeſs ad righteouſneſs before him all the dan 


5 of qup life, Luket.. 94, 75- 


_ 'Obje8, IV. The reſtraining theſe recreatious is 


«© not a good politick for promoting godlineſs ; for in 


Wb * ſtead ef this, it drives people to the other extreme. 


Anf, iſt. Tho' it were a good politick, I am ſure it 


is bad divinity: For we mult not do evil, that good 
may come of it. 


"adly, Ia is no new thing for mens luſts and corrape- 


yous to gro more impetuous. and be the more irci- 


med. by the reſtraints/and. prohibitions of. God's holy | 


and juſt la wa, Rom vii. 8. Let no Chriſtian ever 


| pleaded that theſe laws ſhould be either diſpenſed with 
| or flackend upon this account; but ſtill owned the 


Salt 10 be in our own corrupt natures, and not in 
's. excellent laws. - If all theſe precepts. were to be 
penſed with, that are grating to the laſts of carnal 


— frw.of am would be binding; for every | 


ſpirieual duty is unpleaſent to them. 

z4ly; If inquiry be made into the ſtate of the flocks 
of theſe miniſters who uſe this politick, apprehend 
it will be found to have but very bad ſucceſi in 

— * even morality 2 on Sab- 
— week ay, on the contrary, theſe: Sub 
bend, Goa recereations will be 2 politick of hell, 
wherever the it tried,. for baniſhiag piety, 
| — for + mes 223 Whereas, in 


„ ges gg c reg gerzgzzg rss 


' WO + * , A: wow. 
' _ FIN, JE —— 
7 2 1 * os * * * , Me * 
A Pp * 1 * F 1 : N 


* 


0 N = "5 . > 0 
. 2 _ N | 
5 of the Sabbath; WS $74. 97 
EY © X " * . ” ; * * o = 
1 * 


— 


Sabbath holin g, family worſhip and true piety ars 
| known to be in a flouriſhing „ a 
_ athly. Hf magiſſrates and niiniſters would „ A 
jou hands in the execationd of civil and ecclefiltical 
aws againſt Sabbath braking and profaneneſs, the 
impetious cruptions of mens luſts on the Sabbath 
would ſoon, through the bleſſing of God, be effectu- 
ally damm'd up and reſtrained. A reſolute reſiſting 
of the devil is the beſt way to overcome him; where 
as yelding to him in any degree is the ready way to 
6— mL TC | 
Object. V. The Chriſtian Sabbath (faith J. 8) is 
« a fetlival and conſequently ſolacing ourſelves by 4 
& cheerful and mutual converſation together in our 
„ houſes on that day (if there be nothing immodeſt 
or undecent therein, nor to much time ſpent there 
« by) is not only lawful, but dutifal alſo. py 
Anf iſt, I ſappoſe be meals the convening of 
friends and nieighbours to Carnal feaſts and 'entertain- 
ments on the ſabbath, and holding good fellowſhip 
together, after the manner of the world ; for, if he * 
meaned any other conberſmion, 1 think he would not 
caution againſt the ſpending of too much time therein & 
for there is little need of any ſuch caution with reſpect | 
to ſpiritual convetſarion: ' Alas, there is little time ſpent. q 
' there! þ.'S had employed his pen much better, if — | 
he had recommended tllis ſort of converſation on the 
Sabbath 3 For, *that of a carnal fort, people are ape 
enough to learn it without a teacher. a a 9 


 2dly, I freely dun the Lord's day to be a feſtival, f 
but it is for the ſoul, ao for the body. This is the - 
day in which Chriſtians are brought into the banquetting- 

| houſe : but the fare is celeſtial, the dainties firkoal 
Oa this day they are feaſted and filled, but it is with? 
the fatneſs of God's houſe, and the rivers of his ple. 
ures : This day they are made joyful, but not with car- ' # 
nal joy and mirth : the pleaſures are ſpiritual the joy © |! 
is divine, I do not ſay that this day ought to be kept © Þ 
⁊ faſt day for 1 belly "2G cry 4 
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fringe doc: are proper duties on the Lord's day, is 


diſcommend: But I ſay, ** Set feaſts, 
_ * tertainments, and too liberal partaking 


and divert them both from publick and private 
neceſſary 
ſervable of our bleſſed pattern Jeſus Ch 


> Exod xvili. 12. eat bread before.God, i e. 
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body ſhould be ſeaſonably refreſhed and 


tat it may be ſerviceable to the ſoul in the work of 


the day, and ſervice of God and may call the Sabbath a 
delight, rejoice in God's pa. x "og and be cheerful in 
celebration of the love and praiſes of our Redeemer, 
to ſay that ſet feaſts, carnal entertainments, and 


doctrine; for then I ſee not how carnal mirth, 
d yok can be excluded, and fo God's hol day ſhall 
into a carnival, deſtructive to the 
— och of it. Modeſt and honeſt oviſion 
for our tables on the Lord's day, is what — not 
en- 


« tyres, are not proper on this day; 
* are apt to indiſpoſe us for the duties of t 
« rendring the LES ERS. 
« us to drowſineſs and ſleep; as alſo, the 


of them doth detain ſervants from the ordinances, . 


for the ſanctifying of the Sabbath. It 


Chriſt, 
he frankly „ of Phariſees, and 
thers, on week days, when invited : yet, on 
bath day, it is only ſaid, he went into one 
houſes to eat bread, Luke xiv. 1. that is, to 
moderate refreſhment as was ſuitable for that 
ſhould like Moſes and Jethro, with the elders 


THe 
Eb 


175 
1351 


ſenſe of his all ſeeing eye, and ſpecial caution 


obſerre what manner of converſation 


| Chil had had at this Sabbath day's refreſhment : He in- 


deed ſolaced himſelf and the company with a mutual 


and cheerful converſation, but it was. wholly: ſpi 
and heavenly, concerning the feaſt provided for us inthe 


_ goſpel. This wa table Sabbt eee. 
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| ſhall only add this word; 


4 our ſucceeding devotions. + A” 


| they directiy tend to deaden the heart, ſuppreſs con- 
victions, queach any warmneſs of aſfections and liveli- |} 
neſs of frame wrought in us. by the pablick ordioances, 

and ſo render us the more indiſpoſed for ſpiritual em- 
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much time | 3 SOT STS 
Bat J'S is is fo zealous for theſe Sabbath-days WW 


creations and COIN 2 be it not coment to - | 
rove the lawfulneſs of them, but he will have hem 
neceſſary duties. But I would. fin 

prove the dutifulneſs of them 


finding on us, 2. 
know how any man will | | 
Pray, where is the command for them? where is the 
advantage of them? wherein do they promote the 
great ends of the Sabbath, God*s glory and ſouls edibca- 


tion? 1 think | have Gently proven the contrary 1 
make a fuppolition, that 


2 poor ſoul is brought under a law work, or deep con- 
. like the ja lor, by means of N 
the Lord's day: Will any man ſay, that it would be 
his duty preſently after, to go to theſe feaſts 
tainments und recreations, and thereby hinder or quench 


the operations of God's ſpirit on his ſoul? I would- 


rather think it his duty to retire from the world and 


company, to prayer and ſelf examination; in order to 
entertain and cheriſh the Spirit's work om his heart, 
Odject. VI. Bur theſe recreations and entertain. - 
„ ments will not hinder the ſanftification of the 8a. 

us for ol 
Anf | am perſuaded that theſe who exerciſe theme 
ſelyes to godlineſs, and are acquaint with the power 


bath, but rather help to quicken and prepare 


of it, will not talk ſo; nay, they will tell, from their 


ſad experience, that the meeting of pramiſcuous com- 


panies on the Lord's day, for carnal entertainments, 
vain walking talking and ſporting, are ſo far from fit- 
ting us for after devotions or ſpiritual exerciſes, thar 


ploymets. "Inſtead of, quickning and 


ads for returning to God's worſhip, they do the 
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ure incident to us 


through his blood, and the chearful fioging the praiſes 
of our Maker and Redeemer, Which is.the very work 
of the Sabbath ls it nota recreation for Chriſt's ſhe! 


miſed land? Is it not a recreation for a condemned 


EF * % . a 


anEtificatio 
TChrifliars can tell, that private meditation, reading, 
or Chriſtian conferrence, are far better means to vie us. 
for our evening de votions on the Lord, day, than ar- 
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Object. VII. “ Some intermiſſion for recreation is 
„ needful; for we cannot be employed in fpirityal 
« exerciſes a whole day: This would be a great toil 


10 the ſpirits, eſpecially of ſuch who have been ſore 


„ toiled with ſervile labour through the week: Nay, 
the beſt are ready to faint and , weary in the conti- 
* ated extrole of piety de, Eb im 15. 

Anf. iſt, the extent of God's precepts, is not to be 


- meaſured by our ability or inability; neither can our 


impotency, to. give. obedience to God's commands, in 
the leaſt invalidate or weaken the authority therereof.. 


bj  Atdly, by the ſame argument, the Jews, might have 
. That they were not bound to reſt the whole 


abbath. nor ſpend the whole day in religious exer- 
ciſes ; for they were liable to the ſame ipficmities that 
_ 3dly, 1 frankly allow what refreſhment is neceſſary 
for ſupporting nature, and for the better performance 
of the duties of the Sabbath: But for the, foreſaid 


carnal diverfions, they are fo far from being acceſſary 
for furibering the work of the Sabbath, that they are 


reat biodrances ther. 4 
thly, If labouripg people need recreation for thei 
ies, then let them have ſome time. on week days 

for it. ——lf for their minds, I know no ſuch 
fit recreation as the joyful commemoration of the love 
of Chriſt, and our redemption from hell and wrath 


to feed in his green paſtures, and to be led by him be- 
fide the ſill waters ? to behold the waters of life, cleaf 


us cryſtal, flowing betwixt the banks of ordinances ? to + 


t a pleaſant proſpe& from 'mount Nebo, of the pro» 


* 


— 2 


y pend whole days at markets, i 
aud felling ; Os days and ni i 
and drinking : And, will you call 

pleaſant refreſhful work a toil, 


of God's worlhip, tho' we go not to contrive unne- 


ſing and feeding our bodies, going to the church, and 
returning from it, attending children. cattle, c. O 
how many are our avyocations and intermiſſions in ſer- 
ving our Creator and Redeemer on the Lord's day, 
which we cannot ſhun ! And, ſhall we think the reſt 
of the 2 much for this important work, that we 
mult go f carnal 2 to drive it away? , 
Schly, I grant, the beſt are ready to grow weary of 
duty, B of the averſion of our corrupt nature to 
that which is good; but carnal recreations will never 
cure this averſien, nor overcome that wearineſs, but 
will certainly indulge and increaſe the ſame, _ The beſt 
way to cure wearineſs (next te the grace of God) in 
Rice and experience in religion. and ſineere wreſt- 
ing and. ſtriving” againſt it. ing overcomes it; 
bat giving way to it doth ĩncreaſe it. # 
* Aathly, The Lord knows the carnality and wearineſs - 
that our hearts are naturally prone to in the word of 
_ the Sabbaath ; wherefore, for remedy thereof, he hath - 
"2 I 41 A | | 4 
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doecteste. yoorſelees with Cuff 


_ the ways of the Lord. 


and rejoice in Ihe foreſtghts 


. — old called Sabbath work a burden, and ſaid 
| When will-the Sabbath be gone? Amos vii 4. This | 


day; bat when we of one, another may 
deut vecreat ion 'Are you weary of hearing? then 


that, then recreate yourſelves in reading God s word, 


and other good books ; If of that then recreate your- 
weary of that, then 


ſelves.with - meditations ; 1 I 


* conference, repeat- 
ing the ſermons, inſtructing your 2 Kc. If 
weary - of publiek duties, then go to private ; if of 


_ theſe 0 to ſecret duties. Is there not here a delight- | 
fol variety of pleaſant ſpiritoal employwetis, Tuffic et 
ro recteate ourſelves with for one JE - | 
ing the help of -any* ſenſual e 
| — time of this bleſſed day? How think you < | 


to put of 


a hole eternity in ſpiritual exercifes, hen you 


weary ſo moch of one day? Whatever carnal men think, 


Ia ſure a/gadly foul will be far from counting this 


workia burden: Hearing and rea the Feriptures i 
n far leſs-bujden;to him, than ren Mor and paſtimes 
wald be: for God's teſtimonies are hit delight, and he 

tejoices in em more than in all riches, Plal exix Yea 
nothing in the world is fuch z burden to f im on the 
Sabbath, bis ill heart, bis - tre delight n ihe Sab- 
bach, and fhontomings in the <daries theregf ; and 


dot Web « ure and recreation to him, as when 
he n and get e 


L ſure it id n uppleaſant work that God. 
us to o the 'Sabbeth ;*who, but a wicked man 1 


count it a wearſome thing to think on Chyiſt, and his 


dying love. ? 40 hear the ſweet meſſages of free Grace, 
and kaltes of his evet- 
laſtiog love i You know ide black character of theſe; 


gemper lands in — . to goſpel holineſs : There, 
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1 appointed variety of exceriſes on the 8 ab- 


yourſelves with ' prayer: If of that, ; wir 
_ Create yourſelves with ſinging of God's praiſes: If of 


A F K 


rss s 2. 


E 
1 


2257 


WY 4 TC. 4 X » = — ” 
18 = * — * * 4 
Ho * — S 


* 2 W N 


abs. 

-£4 ſo far from indulging ie; b byigiriog 

on crentiong ana iverfion, that be ſhou 

ord, 

= cerning 

"ol — 2 then to 

Per recreations on the Lord's day: For this: & Sas 
* tharbock fireogthens: the dif "EW Tan whe 
WH diſeaſe; | 


Objects, VIII. * Bur . in ibe Geldy on the 


= „Lord's day fern 10 be x banal prodicr why: 
4 « will you not allow of that? ? 

Na Aua Whenever this works of piety; 

ok, ds require it; it is allowable; but to do it 

this ting o the time ot for worldly emp] 

| ons, is what the word of God" — It is nor! 


3 iy 


attending public ordinances, viſiting the fick-or othet 
| Sabbath duties g for then it is not for finding our on 
— pleaſure, which is difalle wed by Iſa Iviti. 13 Exod. 
+ xvi 29. Aud, zby the ſame rule. 1 cannot condemn- 
tender perſons walkiog abroad,- or alt; if 
their health trulyreqaite it ʒ for the Lord loves mercy. 
rather than fſarcitice.- Ner do I eondetne' a perſon's 
going'to fields This diy; te have opportunity (like Iſaac- 
in the evening foe ſeeret-meditation and prayer, when 
he — — 2 it within doors; for à walls 
walk to bea ven and ig very 
— —é Oay take theſe two | 
coutions : 5 5 
iſt, If you walk abroad this d „ chuſe to 40 it 
alone as much as ofible ; for pe : going in weg 
_ to the fields: ns idlenefs; vain talking; ſportiog, 
ad miſjening — Sabbath me. The” ſocie 
of vain . perh to embolden one andthere f 
fn and 1 Fry 3 them more ines | 
exerciſes, than Bays; 6 teal 


I perſuaded, that theſe companies of people, who 
r akin gn ant Le 

Alas they who know them beſt can tell dat t 

are moſt naſit for it at ſuch occaſions, Should any 

come and ſpeak to them about death. and eternity, 

— Chriſt and their ſouls, or propoſe any ſerious queſtion 

concerning the ſermon they have been hearing, I fear 

TW 
his pains. 1 

: 2dly Let your walking abroad, in any of the fore» 
"ii ſaid caſes be ſo ordered, that it may not give ſcan- 

dal, nor inſnare others: ſtudy to do it fo privately, 


looſe recreations on this day by your example : For 
even theſe thin 
eeſſary in themſelves, are not to be done when they 
may prove a ſcandal or temptation ts others to fin ; 
for, in ſach caſes, we ought to deny ourſelves of our 
lawful liberty. 


| « ling to Emmaus, and back a 
« and Chriſt met with them, and did not reprove 
*« them for it, Luke xxiv. 


the diſciples; for they were nox then aſſured of Chriſt's 
"Again, walking abroad this day, for pro- 


.. preaching the goſpel, is not unlawful, . And was 
85 this walking of our Saviour, and his two degli, their 
2 eruſalem this day. 


Now, having fully handled this point; of the nega- 


te upon it ; I proceed to treat of the politive 
can of the day, 19d of rt * N 


7 oo Wl 8 * 
3 r 4 N » 


"Of the Sontlification . 


not ſo much as pretend to be ſpiritually employed. 


that others may not be hardned or encouraged i in their 
which are lawful, and otherwiſe ne- 


Obje&.  ** We find wo of Chris diſciples travels 
gain, on the Lord's day; 


Aol, This was the firſt Lord's day of all, and was 
not then fully-inftitute; or, at leaſt, made known to 


moting the works of piety, for declaring God's 1 A 


tive ſunctißcation of the Sabbath, or the holy reſtrequi- 
ſandtifi- 
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Pay _— he as diligent in works of another kind. 
at I Have wo fey or luis bead may've ſammed up 

in the followiag directious. | 
1ſt; lee bre, Ale dn nd frame of the foul, 
—_— ſancti the Sabbath. - 


2dly, Coneering the holy dans reqiſ upon th | 
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 Lindification ion of the Sabbath i hindered of the Sabbath 


Sabbath Un. 
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e . A: 2 8 15 1 
£318! 161 = $3641 "IH 


* + 1818/5 +2] 1.4 


_ E well fuitable es hates 205. 5 


which I can tecommend for fanctiß ying the 


$abbath day, is Wat of Jehm che dine, Rev. L e 
[ was iti the Spirit, 04 ths Loris day. Wis u t 


expreſſion, and a noble pattern for our 


ang import; of it, It is probedie*h may: 


thing extraordinary with teſpeR 10 J46% / N. 8 
ome ſingular ſpiritual extaſy or tranſſ — 

ena Chriſtians cannot 8 | 
expreſhon imports FN | ich 

n=: 2 this 

Lord's vn ett 8:5 nere 
To be the Spirit may be taken either c 

ivg the Spitir'of dect our or e or bot: 
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The bountifal Lern! is well plesled to % many begs 
ars throoging 5 at rbe beaatiful gate of his temple Walks. 
13 for an aims from bis hand. nd their } joint pray = 
ers are volt prevalent witli him, far migre than rIvate. 
| prayers : tora petition. reſent red. by a 1 in le © 
is not ſo N as that bid 1s mad e dy a who 
city. Peter is caſt x ey, to be execu ed, Acts, Xii, 
but the church meets, and prays him out of 5 
enemies handy (The aniced prayers of the church are 
molt powertul 10 ptocure God's blcſhing agd preſence 3 
_ therefore, reader, ſee wat ou make conſcience i 
Jjoving . there rr 755 and LA abſent from them. 


33 a moſt grace in Gay, they either © - 
not into the LACY 7 Rk 278 prayers be over, 
ſore public prayers be 
made. I am fare, ſuch can exped nothing by the 
ſermon but 4 Tr fine: they Join not with the ag 
ers for a bleſflag upon it to 1 1 or och 
III. Duty ig * 15850 of Pſalms, and praifing 
with the congre Prajvog God by ig og 
ten injoined i in criptore ; yea, vo leſs ban oer wy yes 
in one yerſe, Pal. Aen. 5 Ir is com for the the 
of God ; they 2 are called fi aging | birds Cas ii 3 55 
are ſuch as ſhould ſing all the peg Fed | 
ea, even in the dead month of affti 85 44 a 
Paal and Silas in a priſon at 2 N their 
backs were ſore wich ſcourges, and, their feet fall in 
ee ſtocks, gets vi. 25. Bat in a ſpecial 2 | 
nging praiſes 10 God is our duty, ip public affe 
blys, Plal, cxliz 1. Luke xxiv. $3 And 11 thefs, 
both princes add people, young mea and maidens, 0 
men and children, are bound to act a part in this heavens | 
ly conſort. Pfaf cxlyiti 11, 12, 13. And, above al, 


days, the Sabbath is moſt prope fot this duty, Plal. 


xcii. Title, Plal exzii 24 kt isa day. of tbankſgiv- 
ing and holy joy: 'We have God's praiſes to celebrate 
for the wonders ( of creation and red:mption, we have 


the glorious Licloties of the Captain-of our ſa vation *: 4 4 


2 
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ding praiſe this day is highly neceſſary. By is duty 


07 2 Duties 2 


we not only glorify God, but we edify one another, 
Col. iii. 16. The melody and conjunction of many 
ſerious ſouls tend to raiſe and elevate the heart. Zea, 
it was one mean of Auguſtine's converſion ; be ſays, 
| He wept when be heard The pſalms ſung by the church. 
Singing is a reading with meditation, and gives free 


vent to the thoughts and affections, and helps to ex- 


cite and aQtuate the graces ; it is the breath or flame 
of love or joy; it is the eternal work of heaven, the 
muſick of ſaints and angels there, Rev v 9, 10511, 
xu. 3. And what are church aſſemblies here, but 
the place of our apprenticeſhip and preparation for 
Heaven ? I know nothing in the world that more re- 


|  fembles heaven, than a company of God's people har. 


moniouſly ſinging his praiſes with grace in their hearts, 


| making melody to the Lord; for then the ſoul rejoiceth - 


in divine goodneſs, medinates on divine promiſes, extols 
divine excellencies, and mounts up to God in acts of 
faith and love. Let us then make conſcience of this 
heavenly duty in the publick. aſſemblies, and perform 
it with. heart and tongue; for were it not a rare ex- 
_ erciſe, God would not honour it to be the only work 
of heaven, to the excluſion of prayer. repentance, 
: reading, bearing, communicating, &c 

IV.  Fpartaking of the ſacraments is another publick 
duty of the Sabbath, | 

. The firſt day of the week, our Chriſtian Sab- 


of redeeming love in the Lord's ſupper, Acte xx ' 

This was the ordinary of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians in antient times: and, becauſe of their conſtant 
breaking of bread on this firſt 22 of the week, it wont 
to be called dies panis Auguſt. 


iſt 118 80 fired © 
were the hearts of Chriſtians in thoſe early times with 


love to and zeal for their glorious, Redeemer, who 
had ſo lately poured 7 his blood for their re- 
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his atoning blood, his victorious reſurrection and 


triumphant return; which alſo they defigned as a 


pledge of their mutual love to and communion with 
one another. 


in a better frame for partaking of this love feaſt, than, 


alas we now are; yet we maſt own, that we are un- 


der the ſame obligations of love and gratitude to our 


dying Redeemer, and have the ſame need of the fre- 


quent application of his blood, and of a confirmed 
intereſt in his death, that they had ; and conſequent- 
ly ought to dcdicate many more Lord's days to the 
celebration of this memorial feaſt of his ſupper, 
than now we do; Eſpecially ſeeing the partaking 


of this ordiviance is the proper work of the Lord's 


day, and one ſyecial defign of the inſtitution of this 
holy day : . „ = 
2dly, Baptifm is moſt proper 


be brought to the congregation, and baptized in face 
thereof ; for: fince baptiſm is the door to Chriſt's houſe 
it is fit to be entered when dhe family is convecned, 
or the church aſſembled, that fo the receiving of new 


members thereinto. may be homologate by them; that 


to them, and the children bave more prayers put up 
for them; and alto, that the whole congregation may 
de edified by this ſolemn ordinance, and excited to 
remember and improve their own baptiſms. Of which 
afterward,” _ 4 „„ 
As to the feaſting part of this ſolemnity, 1 do not 
thiok it proper on the Lord's day : This may well be 
* till the day after. | D 
+ Making publick 
per duty on this day, 1 Cor. xvi 1, 2. This day be- 


115 "i 
| His honour, they could not think of parting, until, 
dy the breaking of bread according to his example, 
' trey had celebrated the memorial of his dying love, 


And tho” theſe firſt Chriſtians were a= 
nimaied with more life and love, and were habitually * 


per on this day: The day 
ni holy, and the facrament is holy. Children-ſhould 
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1116 Of the Duties requiftre 
ij charity to mankind, and, for our meetingto teceive ne, 
biete, and mhercies from bim, we Are, in gratitude, | 12 
ui bond on this 5 to be liberal to his poor 1 n 1 p 
3 Joch not wrong, but promote ovr Sabbath day's frame, 
1 Let no Chriſtian then neglect this duty, Which is ſo. Wl 
"8 by commanded by Chrill, and ha: been pradifed * 1 
WH by the Cbriſlian church for neat thefe two thobſand = Lo 
| ih 1 Think it not enough that you give ſomething pri E 
* 1 N to the pooar this day, and that this may . 5 a 
f | Pos from any publick contribution: For this would. be 
I = fighting of a expreſs command, and making one da) 
148 Sony to juſtle out another ; and beſides, would tend anc 
1 to fruſtiate Chriſt's Inſtitotian of deacuns and church · f 
= rulers, who are appointed to receive and diſtribute the Wo 
„ collections for the poor, according to their various necel- Go 
ties When the apoltle injoins the Corinthians, to lay con 
Wt yy them in ſtore on the firlf day of the week, that there 73 
= might be no gatheriogs when he came; it js plain, he of 
1 chiefly means their depoſiting their | charitable con · Lo 
i l | rributions with the church rulers ; For, if it were not an) 
bit fo, there would ſtill be need of gatherings when he the 
1 came. N a f eit 
wil I grant indeed, it were very proper for every man, or 
bdieſdes the publick charity he aieds on the Lard's day; wr 
| | likewiſe to ſet apart ſomething this day, and lay it by dus 
1 him in ſtore, according to his gains and Incomes it i 
1 through the week, as a ſtock or fund, out of which he wh 
might give to pious and charitable uſes, as occaſion 
| ' | ſhould require; and fo, the ſtock being prepared be- of 
l fore hand, you will give the more bountifully and it 
| wore willingly to ſuch uſes, than otherwiſe you will on 
| find in your hearts to do. If not only rich men, but the 
even tradeſmen, labourers and ſervants, would thus lay ; 


—— — 1 Ä 


-—- sS- * == bt 
* 

— — — — — * — 2 — — > — * _ 

MI” ie Eos i ATE: er > 
- r — ooo owe oO WHERE - K 
e rr r rr 
= 1 if 
g . 


up every Lord's day ſome very ſmall thing by them, 
they might, without any ſenſibſe damage to themſelyes 


3 have ſomewhat to give to proper and needy objects: tiv 
And | am perſuaded this would not be the way ta im · | 1 
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, #n the Lord's Day. 
UESTION VL 


What wi the rivate duties required of us mpon the 
_ a9} 


It is not enough that we 3 ſome 

Lord's day in rale worſhip; but fince A 

before] the whole day is conſecrated to God, the reſt 

it is alſo to be kept holy, and taken up in holy duties, 

i rivate and ſecret. 1 * 
ick and private duties are 


neceſſary. on this 
day, both for preparing us for the publick ordinances, 


and for improving and reaping advantage by them. _ 
Theſe duties are, family worſhip, by reading the 

word, ſinging the praiſes, and calli 

Ged, 3 ** Vng, repetition of ſermons, W 


con erence, & 


"Fandly werb, is a duty incumbent upon males | 
y, but more eſpecially upon the 


of 2 _ 
Lord's day. It is to be regreted that there ſhould be 


any need © adduce arguments to prove this : But ſines 
there are ſome who call themſelves minitters, who - 
either deny it, or elſe have not ſo much conſciencd 


or courage directly to afſert it in their preachi 
writings ; (they Sher preſs the performance 'of this 


ve the negle& of it in others 2 and, an 


duty, nor r 


it is generally ſaid, they do not practiſe it —— 3 
whereby many are encouraged to flight family worſhip, 


and think it no neceſſary duty, to the great bindrance 
of the advancement of piety) I ſhall therefore prove 
it to be the duty of all ar 4 of families, eſpecially 


on the Lord's day; and that, in the ficlt place, from 


the fourth commandment. 

The fourth commandment is incipally directed to 
maſters of families; becauſe families, as ſuch, ate 
chiefly to be concerned i in keeping of it, both nega- 
tively and poſitively. For as the command i iojoins every 
maiter of a family, with all that are within his gates, 
his ſoo, his n, 
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of the Duties N See 


all manner. of work on the Sabbath ; ſo it likewiſe in- 
k — them to remember the: Sabbath day to keep i holy. 
to keep the Sabbath boly to the Lord, without 
all doubt, implies the wotſhippirig of God: This, Ccan- 
dot be underſtood only of worſhipping of God in the 
; publick aſſemblies, for theſe cannot always be had; yet 
till che command for ſanctifying the Sabbath is binding 
don families Again, the publick worſhip takes up on- 
Ay a Part of "the Sabbath; but families are bound to 
JanQtify the day throu hom. This cannot be duly 
done by the members TP, the family worſhipping God. 
apart in ſetret; for families, as ſuch, are bound to do 
it: he command binds a maſter to do it jointly with 
his family, as well as it binds a miniſter to do it joint- 
ly with his congregation. Morepver, if the command 
did only bind a maſter of a family to worſhip God in 
blick, and ip ſecret, upon the Sabbath, then he would 
be ns further concerned is ſanftifyi yiog! the Sabbath than 
en other member of bis family; aſſo, be would ſan- 
mr - 405 the Sabbath as much in communion with the 
members of other families as thoſe of his own, which 
were moſt ablurd. But it is plain, that the command 
lays it eſpecially on the maſter of the family to take 
care of the ſanfifying of the Sabbath in his ſamily ; 
which maſt be by by worſhipping God, as well as by reſting 


from labour; otherwiſe' be would do no more than is can 

required of the beats: And this he can never account foo 

. for, unleſs he do it in communion with his family, go Ar 

before them in it, and by his example direct and en- ſer 

Courage them in the holy worſhip and ſervice of God we 

upon bis holy day. We have Joſhua's . ſuffici- en 

_ ently explaining this precept, Joſhua xxiv. He ſte 

faith not, My houſe ſhall ſerve the Lord: but | Rad my py 

1 houſe will de it; i e. We will joinrly worſhip God, and ex 
| fantify his Sabbath, which are the principal parts of 

MW bis ſervice. This be would do, and we onght all to L 

do, mo“ there were no publick worſhip in the world. fi 

e 3. which re> S; 
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_ + en the Lord's day. © 
dwellings or private houſes, as well as in holy convoce- 
tions ; by every family apart, as well as by wang. Funds 
hes together. | 

But 1 ſhall demonſtrate the =” 


I. The light of nature oY ſound reaſon leads, for 
it on many accounts. 1 It teacheth that al ſocieties 
ſhould jointly hcnour their founders. Now God is 
the Author and Founder of families, Pſal Ixviii 6. 
God ſerteth the folitary in families; and ought not fa» 


milies to worſhip him who inſtiruted them, and that 
for this very end, that they might gorify him, a0d ſhew 


forth his praiſe ? - 


2. The Bede of nature ivicherh mallers of adtat 


do uſe all proper means of preventing nhe hurt of the 


family, and reſcujng them from danger: And it is | 


lain, that family prayer is a ſpecial mean for this ef- 
wy The light of nature taught the heathen mariner, 


with his ſhip's crew, Jonah, i 4 to uſe joint prayers 


to lave them in a (ſtorm ; And we ſee it was the 


of the ſhip that called them to this duty. | at "of 


OW, 
a Heatben Maſter of a ſhip do more in bis „ b 


nature's light, than a Chriſtian Maſter of a family » 1 
do in * who is privileged with the clear nahe af the . 
goſpel ? 
3 The light'of nature tescheth men me 
| Can to promote the good of their families, to 
food and phyſick for their ſervants and childrens b 
And doth it not alſo teach them to, uſe meays, to — 4 
ſerve their ſouls from wrath, and further their eternal 
well-being ?. And what mean more proper for this 


end, than family worſhip and conjunct prayer? O ma- 


ſters of families, your examples herein will have bap- 
py influence upon your children and ſervants, both wo 


excite them to pray, and ow them how to pray. - = | 


4- Nature's light directed the heathens to have their 
Lares and Penates, or houſhold gods, wbom they wor- 


ſhipped in a ſpecial maoner, and to whom they 


offered 
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wilies de we find in ſeriprare, that Laban and Micah 


had their Teraphim or houſhold gods. Now, tho' theſe' 
were yain hejpleſs gods, yet it (hews they belived 4 
nectffity of family worſhip Alas ! heathens will riſe 
up in judgment againſt many who are called Chriſtiang, 


II We are commanded in ſcripture to pray every. 
where, and with all manner of prayer. i Tim ii 8, 
Eph vi-18 Now, if we mult pray in all places, 
then ſuerly in our families; if with all manner o ptay- 
er, then ſurely with family prayer. „ 
III. Maſters of families are bound to love God with 
all their hearts, and their neighbours as themſelves ; 
and conſequently are bound to bring their families along 


wich them to the worſhip of God. God's people are 


fled with fach love and zeal, that they frequently 
call the inanimme creatures to join with them in 
God's praiſe, Pſal Ixix 34. Pſal exlviii. 2. &c._ 

And how much more ſhould they call their neighboury 
and fellow chriftians ? How oft doth David * 


Ansa exhort others to praiſe God with him ? And w 


not maſters of families, who love God and their geigh- 
bout, invite and exhort thoſe to whom they are ſo 


nearly related, to join with them in the praiſe and wor- 
. ſhip of God, BY 


_ IV. Families have many joint errands to the 
throne of * which call for joint family prayer and 
praiſes: 

they confeſs and mourn together. They need many 
family bleſſings, and it is fit they jointly ſeck them: 
They are expoſed to many family-dangers, thereforg 
they ſhould joimly deprecate them: They receive 
many family mercies, which call for family thaokſgiv- 
ings : They work in their employments and labour to- 
| gether, and it is very fit they ſeek a bleſſing on them 
7 together. | . 8 Fr | 4, 4 

PF. All churches ought to worſhip God in a joint 
and ſolema manner: Now, the Spirit of God frequent- 
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day, Dan vi io. It was 
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niſters are bound to rule the reh, fo maſt mY 
milies are bound to rule 2 j which in 

only by. ioftruting them bur going before them. jr 
God's worſhip and being their guidg.and mouth ia p pr: 
urs aac pughiate; For, every; hand 7's 4 f 24 pro 
phet, prieſt and king, in his on houſe : 
phet to teach and true his houſho d; a Tell os 
interceed and. pray for them; hd 0 king, 0 — 


and govern them; and elpeciall Ae to maintain, God's 


* true religion amon 

; tis clear from. x, P Fogg . 1 

. el. bound to pray together, oaſequently 

the whole family: For r there 7 are dihorg from 
ions, e of their tend: ency ta 
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ver he ſoj ourns with Re 2 * he 


the Lord; as is clear from Gen xii Gen xiii. Gen Ani. 
331 wok notice of Jolhus 3 family devotion a little 
before David Plal ci. faith, he will walk in his houſe 


at home with a perfed heart 3 and we 66d him co IP 


bome from the public worſhip, 2 Sach vi 20 to b 


his own family; which' was certainly tg go about fami- 


ly worſhip, wub/tbhew, and'pray for God's bleſiog on = 


them. We find Daniel about this work tlie times 4 


performed; for if it bad b 
would got have knows ſo well of i it, nor would the 
have, found him at it, a8 it is {aid t 
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| ſeated God with all his Hoiſe : which 


WE "Lately, We find Baal, Philem'2, 3 

. of the chwrch in Peder: bass, Ai 8 bis reli- 
© * gibus praying family ; And/then ver: 22. he ſpebl of 

glam r joint prayers, CN ME ns he es 

de given to them. 
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V prayer is var duty, as well..as ſecret prayer; and 
ou ought to go the ronnd of duties, 
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0 9 on the. Lord's Day. © 
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any commuoion. with God in ſecret, or taſte any 


Object 2. We baye not gifts to pray ; before others.” 


to gifts as we do; no, be looks to the heart. Say hot 
then, becauie you cannot pray like a miniſter, or ſach 


A gifted man. that ye will not pray at all; bring « hum- 
dis and biliken Dae. 2nd he will accepe of f you, | 
tho” you had bur two or three words, or broken 4 
ces. It is not Gine words or eloquent expreſfons, ty 


God is delighted with ; it is the ſincerity of the heart. 
2dly, Ule the one talent trade with it, and it will 
increalez do as. you can, and God will teach you to 


do bettet : I neyer knew any that tried it ſingere ly. 


bur God helped them. Can ye not ſay with the -— 


ciples, Lord, teach vs to pray. Yea, * but the Lor 
Prayer, if ye can ef 2 and, if ye do *. 
cetely, mote ſhall be : 
zaly, Make uſe of 3 which — 2 

for prayer x Acquaint yourſelves with the ſerip- 
mes, irequently read the r 3 = 
Xxx. bi. IAxvi cxax. plalms, and others, where you _ 
vill 6nd variety of fit expreſſions and petitions. * 
uſed in prayer. Take wich yop a le wings, 
a | 


Holy 4eacheth, they are 
words. wiſe ftudy- the ten commands, view he 


S ampbln ey hen Bag po 3= : 
ec, and {ins forbidden in each of them, and they will - 
| furmſh you with. vaſt matter for confeſhon and. petition. 


Alſo ſtudy the Lord's prayer, and the unport of the _ 


ſereral petitions thereof, fer there Sn, I 


utapt up in eyery one of them. by 
2 Suady well che atiribures: und works of God. 24 


will afford manifold matter, both for prayer 


_ praiſes. View the work of creation; and more dy? 
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ä of it, the odds Med his nature; ee 
death, ſuffesiogs, and 2 dove; his folneſs, is 
15 offers, promiſes, and well ordered covenant , an 

IL am ſure, you will dot be barren of ſuitable - matter, 
and words for prayer, A very child, (as dhe faith) 


* when he ſees a merchant's 1 pack opened, where there 
#* arevariety of thin which he deſireth, will ren 


;  * yithout book, to'fay,'O father, buy this, or 
mg that. 80 the fon! will dot want {what to 


E Bn to be acquaint with yourſelves, your beans 
an 


ires : Conſider your ſtate and circumſtances both 


in ſoul and body. and the providences of God towards 
Jou. Thipk apon the vanity and inconſfancy of all 


thingy, 


and particularly, think much on the four 


death, judgment, heaven and hell, hs you will bare 


abundance of matter for prayer. - 


- Belides all which, there are r ehe W 
. g always keep 1 in mind when you go to prayer, which i 


would proye à laſting fountain for ſuitable mater to 
vou viz your fins, miſeries, wants, and mercies. 
iſt, Your;fins, Haye you not a great multitude to 


. Ez confeſs, and ſeek mercy for, fins oriignal and aQual, - 


of omiſſion and ecommiſſion, of heart and life ? What 


/ , - jndwelling corruptions, and heart plauges have ye 


to lament, hardneſs, deadnefs, carvality, unbelief, 


E hypocriſy, &c. Look into your lives, 


and behold what fins ye have commited, and what 
| daries ye have omitted, and make particular confeſh- 
on of them. | 


2dly, Your miſeries, How many have ye to. com- 
of, and beg deliverance from in prayer ? Are 
not born in a loſt ſtare, a child of wrath, an heir 


hell, under an unſupportable burden of uapardoned 


Wi þ * moſt lothſome and polluted in God's fight; 
WE ander the tyranny of Satan, libale to all — 


of — cares, toils, loſſes, croſſes, fi 
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- the ciitſes of the law, the fucrd of fee e Bt 
„„ r genchable fre, and 
everlaſting burning#, and to cient from God's | 
favour, and preſence to all eternity? ' "i | 


zadly, Your wants. Are in pode bhi 
4 fell of vents andueceites } Int ue Gwolld ad you 
thing. Do you want the bread of life, the balm of 
Gilead, pardon of fin, peace with God, deliverance 
- from wrath, a new nature, u ſoft heart ) Do you 
eye ſalve, white raimedt;;gold tried in the fire ? Do ye 
want faith, love, repentance, victory over luſty? Fe. N 
And have ye not matter for prayer and ſa - 
„„ wants to lay before ? Ye 
22 and complain = ofa 
oor: rh you little help; ought ye not far rather 
0 ro them, who is both able and willi 
9 Do you want health to your Bodies, brenf 
to your families, proviſion for our children, a blef- 
ſing on your labours? Then ſeek them from God: 
The ravens cry to him, u be hears them, how much ; 
more will he hear you ? 
| 4thly. Your mereies. God daily loads you with bis 
werciet, rhey are new to you every morning : It is of 
the Lord's that your houſes are notconfamed 
| with bes, in the white, wa7 ye dried io the enles hG: SY 
of; that ſudden death doth not ſmite your children, | 1 
ſevants, cattle or relations ; that you waken in 4 


every morning, and not in everlaſting flames. 
ot the Cal * about you, and all that you 
have, and devils, enemies and ma- 


— — — bleſs the 
work of your hands, cover a table for you; and rain 
Manna about your tents ? And have you not plenty of 
matter for thankſgiving,? Yea, he bath contrived a wa 
to fave you, ſent his Son to redeem youy makes prel= ' 
fiog offers of his falyation, and waits patieatly for your | | 
repentance. Now, if you think on theſe mercies; cn 
W nd 26.45 1 6 


A Es sR J E 


"- 


. * 
> 
* * 
FI 
— 


EY mann We 


a "of the i requiſite 


— 2 
287 


Fog it, LN 5 8 85 
3 2 
. rey ink oh 
# your 2 ele you. 


e rs ? 
Pt 
break ds $abhnh 8 3624 i af £2 


Sage * 
2. e, ledig, g. d fb e 
volujog in cb bady. If 1 9 
— wp nt af baend. ye ould! nest 

one nor canfidegee to make: rl 

r 6 5] you, peare, gory ofek 'E 
you would freely tell your caſe 0 4 po Play * Ay 

Were drowning. ye; wand pall ajoud for hens And | 

mow, When hend your families arg | 

S 

ry : . or * WE 

Herſh The can beggars, that go, ip co 

atalt you; they. 9 
S ö N. 


e abe) be wh —— eh . 2 
we, Whoſe needs are far greater, X ir 


are far higher, not words or conhdguee 10 85 
knock at GO . that 2 


3 life, — 2 Mr BY ia! 


Are not e 


9893E* Rang e ** 


" . 


2322383 S Farrrsgas ggg gegr BY ge 22 Wa. 


= 
— 


* ke a 
- 
„ T 
* * * 
E 1 4 
a4 I 4 
= "= 
= 4 4 


. | aa bloat 
ns of their g bodies, ; thag. we for. v % ö 
re 4 
e greateſt — Jou have to de an; th 
ad ther things are trifles in reſpe& of this. 
3 20 ly, 4 r want time > eps, 
Fee any ching, than want time 
ay of 


much longer han a little time ſpent daily in family- 
worſhip. would do- When ficknelſs or death comes, 


time for your labour to be-Gck, ; na, ye muſi find time 


to pray wich your families, in order to prepare L 


you ſnould have fe wet croſſes and perplexities. ia 70 
buſineſs. c and whatever they wert, 700 1 eng. 
ſweet vent ee v render ho 


the work of your hands. And Ehre abſocgeft. that 
* Ara 
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| they will nat be put off by telling that you have, no 


to be fick and ly don bede, tho”: it were in he throng. 
of harveſt. And muſt ye, whether, ye. will of u 
nd time tobe Sch ad die 3 and; will you Had o time - 


and them for {ickneſs aud death ? And further, i % 


likely, that if you prayed: more im Jour families, your = 
labour would be leis ſlopt by ſickneſs and other, roles _ 


and anxieties... 12: ! 1 2 533 
_ ably; 3 — 14 3 your FED 4 
tho? in the throng af harveſt, *'Whiyr ogra, in de 


to your work, to be every momiag and evenings 
quarter: of an hour upon your knees with-yaur. family? 99 9 
Nay, it would further it, and : He 4 bleſhag on "4 


| in the performances thereof, and be thankfal to God 
for alloving you this day for theſe exerciſes. 
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then take time. he voi they an in a more 
| flouriſhing condition id worldly 
ected. Remember, that all ache 


arts where it is negl 


bach. day . ns. othes bas 
err He is graciouſly pleaſed to 
free you is day from your labour, that ye may apply 
8 intirely to his worſhip without diſtractiom. 
ye that are ſtraitned for time thro' the week for 
family and ſecret prayer, be buſy on the Lord's day 


In the dame then of the God, who hath founs 
ded familes, and is the God of all the families of Iſrael 
and in the name of hie Son Jeſus Chriſt, in whom only 
dhe families of the earth can be bleſſed; I beſeech and 
bbteſt all you that are maſters of families, to honour | 
e Oeser and Redeemer of the world in your families 
erect him a family altar, and dedicate your heuſes to 


WW, he temples for the worſhip of God. Perform this du 
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the Lord's day; let your family ſacrifices is day be 
doubled, I ſhall add ſome more motives to it. 

I. This in the way to you all forts: of fe. 
3 Weuld you. have God to build ypur 
houſes, bl yauy ſubſtance, dwell in your families, 
nud be a guard to them night and day? Would ye have 
. —— your affairs. ſacceſsful, and 
- your et fweer ? . 
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than in thoſfe 
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his other commands ita d wore e 
aud ſervants more faithful ; the fear of that G 
whom they daily wrſhip with you, would be an awe 
band upon them, to do their duty to you, and act for 
.your iatereſt, 


religion and reformation through the whole land. If 


KW every 

| mt, and therein, what ha cities and 

E  - "rod wt lan har 7 If you you would recorer 72 

caying piety in baniſh curſing, ſwearing, 
drankneſs, Sabbath breaking, &c. out of the town 

and where you live, 85 begin with your own 

A ily + ſer op prayer and religi on therein. wag gg! 

vice will not dwelt content | befide 14 ms 

way to make a dess ſtreet is, for to ſweep 
their own door. Reli families are RE 

nurſeries to the church, . Do 


Dae . 
-in? then worſhip God, 1. your own 
family: Your example might influnce your 1 
about yon to the 2 D en your children 
- "and ſervants to ſecret prayer ; and, when they come 


4 Fon do, and fo will their Children and 
WT after them: And thus you will be inftraments of 
own religion to the riſing generation and 


N 
try, to ſet cor y worſhip, how ſoon would 
S face ? The ſtreets and ficltly 
not be ſo thron ged with old and young on the 


aying and 12 themſelves; the church would be 
er frequented, and people more attentive and de- 
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H, Family worſkip is an excellent mean to advance 
one would begin with his own Family, reform 


wiſh then to ſee religion flouriſh, and reformation 


to get families of their own, they will readly do as 
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1 by the fourth command, includes — | 
than prayer, reading the word, and finging 2 
in families : Andſo | come to ſpeak of albert. 
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| Maſters. of families are bound to allen asd esch 
theſe under there charge, viz their children and ſer- 
wants, in all things neceſſary to ſalvation Yea, they 
are bound, not only to inſtruQ them in the knowledge 
- of the principles, but allo to enjoin them the perfor». 
mance of the duties of the chriſtian religion, and to- 
 admonifh and reprove them for the negle& thereof. 
The neceſficy of this duty may be proven by many 
arguments. 
1ſt, From the law of nature, chat binds us t de 
what we can to promote the wellfare and happineſs of 
our children and families, and to help them when in 
miſery and diſtreſa. Children are a part of the parents 
| 2 in another ſkin; and therefore parents ſhould 
as for themſelves. 'Tis not enough that ye 
22 for their bodies, for the very birds and beaſts 
this, nay even the ſea monſters draw out the breaſt, 
and give ſuck to their young ones ? Lam iv 3. but yo  - ] 
ought to provide for the ſouls, which are their betten I 
part, yea, a thouſand times more precious than their” 3 
bodies. You would think it barbarous cruelty in 3 | 
parent to ſuffer his child or ſeryant to (tarve for want. + Þ 
of bodly food; O but it is far mare cruel, to ſuffer; |} 
their precious ſauls to periſh and: ſtarve for want * _ 
ſpiritual food, or neceſſary inſtruQtians.. i 
2dly, From the clear Bebe of cg word, tha binds. 
this on maſters of . families as y. We ſee;-the.. | 
fourth command obligeth i to be anſwerable for 
| their children and ſefvants, tauching the ſanctifcatios 
_ of the Sabbath, and the lervige of God on that dag; 
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quire at your hands. Nay, we try x ceſs oy 


binding you to this ditty : 


comnendition; Gen Sow” 4 
will command his children, 17. 5 
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11 Prev i 
and alſo Hezekiah's, Iſa. xxxviii 19. 


diy, You are concerned, in common juſtice, to 
ſtru& your children, that ye may, ſo far as Rest ip 


ion to them. ib 80s 
E- in the — and wi * much ay "ke 
jr to them ? if you bad ey. os N oy 
of their bodies, would ye bot provide a cure 
or ad for 4 Wädi? and will ye ds t for 
theie ſouls, rakes cis. 11. of the wounds" of 903 ved 
them by you | 
—_ It doth highly contribute to advance Chriſt 


mation, than any other that can be uſed, either by 
ill rates or miniſters laws or ſermons.” Vn 
Nord ſought to deſtroy the Iſraeiites b 
their young ones; fo Satan; who is lied 2 
0 ingdom of Chriſt, Knows there are no eh 
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| 4 qyr gug words 4 zd conſequently we 
religious words, and entertain ſpiritual diſ- 
fle, when: we are together, concerning Chriſt and 
beaven;; or about the fſetmons we haze heard, telling 


He. 


which. did moſtly edify us. 


and records all the: good words. his people do ſpeak, 
— iii 9955 NR 


Þ. wal ie pleaſe, that be comes, te them, and make, 
he entertains them with beavenly di 
courſe and pens their des to know the { 


og Ws fees ples Eb ken 
to heavenly exerciſe, and 


$1. 11. he 
heaven This 

| the — — af the id in heavens 1 

| ©  Chrilf's work, when 1. 25 transſigured 5 — 
Tabor, and met with Moſes and Elias : he conferreod 


1 Mes how holy and fruiitul was Chrift always 


10 tongue was as choice filver. He ſpituualized : 
yang O'S 4 my Ay etermper ons 
when he conferred \ 


— 


. n. 


7 . 
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| Ai . ds e 


ane another what we remember. thereal, and ths 
| Godly conference is well 8 he notices = 


this exerciſe on the Lord's day, Chriſt is 


r 
n oy tranſported glori- 


7 them upon the bleſſed ſuhject oſ his death and 
e! His lips dropt as the honey comb, and 


... %˙wm ö ¹Q nn co ..c older. 


with the woman Ade ell ef 30 | 
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5 e. And, when eating bread in the 1 s hauſe 
on the Sabbath day y; Luke xiv. he diſcourſed' of eatii 


be ſeaſoned with grace, and your lips like thoſe of the 


een 


vou had entered into an agreement to go to America, 


never de ſpeaking'of that country, or deſirous to hear 
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ty drew bal lions; ordinary | water to the water of 


il 


bread in God's kingdom. OS LO FOI 
on this day, imitate his example: See that your ſp 


righteous that feed many. Speak muchthis day to the 
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commendation of Chriſt, and invite others to acquaint- 


ance with him; and, chen you ſee it for edification, 
communicate the experiences you have had of his love ; 
Come here, all ye that fear God, and I will tell what 
be hath done for my ſoul, Pial fxvi. aud thus one live 
coal will help to kindle another. ' 

Upon this day of holy reſt, Chrifians mould been 
chinking 'and ſpeaking! of the everlaſting reſt above, 


and conferring together of the way to it, and their | 
meeting there. Do you believe you are going to that 


reſt, 1 of it? If two or three of 


akd ſeek the golden mines which are there, would ye 


of it before your going? O chriſtians I are ye ſhortly 


to be caught up together in the clouds, to meer the Lord 
in the air, and fo to be forever with the Lord? and 


will you not comfort one another with theſe words? 
according to 1 Theff iv. '19, 18. It hath likewiſe been 


for prayer raiſes to thew mutual edification. - And 
: ow f nary that ſuch religious meetings on 
Sabbaths or week days are ſet up in pariſhes where. 


the goſpel begins . juit as — as birds a i 


it is always 


— together — g: young converts are Chriſt's 
ing birds; >: And the ſcripture-affords 


% 


the practice in 2 „ comes 


de in eſteem, for young perſons to meet together in 
the evening og of Lord's days for god e 
1 22 _—_— or the they have heard, and 


_— Ie Mab ni. 
16. Plal Ixvi 16. Pfal cxix 63 Jer Kain 35 . 
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your ſervants,” 4 Ga gives. 'you' A ol 
thif' matter.” Conſier | David's care therein, Pal. 
927 Mine eyes "ſhall be ko the faithful of the {ant 
that 76% 5 m — q well with me; He that walketh 4 
Tel? way, ery ſerve me HI that worketh dece 
all not dwelt within my 6 be that tlleth the 
on not tarry in "hy fig 1. Ds you | thigk'that he, 


is fit for your he that cares not for God's Tervies 


you ex} ct 2 bleſſing on the work If theip 3 
Hi are en antes to Got? A godly Wont (cho 


a8 be is rare enon gh to be found) is a 1 blefs 


m many think ; Fs not only works for His mas 


s 


fig 107 his Maag, but with tris prot” e ny: 
© Abrabam as poo! ſetrice'by 55 p N 


very? "8 


dence: 
Ii be your lot to, be corigerned th tubs 
UF [be fervants, let the 2 ha ihay 
ou A" thotity from God, to gblige ihem to lee 
the eta by attendivg ordidances in 'publick 
rivate, add to re them from p N this d af 
id, if they will vor be reclaimed, 
but bouſe: if they fiegle&t or mi 
would Ye not ole your power and at ri che 


to cauſe Ake he borer Fenty 1 * Aid, * re you in'as 


good e raeſt' for 's ſervice of the Sb. 25 5 
out 6wn up 2 Maya, t am perfaalet * e 1 
fog 2 nhildren and fervanry to ſe 
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ſeryants that will det be 


day, f. far Feuer than't . Wah "wo Fx — 


i rformed, he will openly reward them, 
Let us. therefore make conſcience of them, 8 
| y fer. 


very 2 — — to David's 3 Plal Iv. 

| ; that. is eſpecially requiſite as a part of the wor- 
ip of this day. Prayer is ſo neceſſary, that it is put 
, | , worſhip of God, Acts ii 21. It is the 
character of a converted ſoul, Behold he ys, Ad 
ix. 11. but it is the mark of an athieſt, he calls 
. And, in a ſpecial manner, 

| is what ev ery carnal man Rath an averfi- 
devil can allow men their church — 


2 > but, f 
E 


x" 


is upon thee in private, as 
ck : a refore wilt ſeek to approve 
d us ſo dan, a vet pant: As 
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WH, mn the Lord's day. © 
ſecret prayer was out Saviour's conſtant practice 
on earth, ſo it was his ſpecial injunction to 
followers, Mat. vi. 6. Ton need not fear that your, 
ſecret prayers will be forgotten: No; Goo is 
Where ; he bas an ear to hear your ſecret | 

an eye to ſee your ſecret tears: Yea, he bas a bottle 
— them, ſo as a drop of them ſhall not be 

In our fecret addreſſes, which are more ſtated and 
ſolemn, let us carefully remember the three paru of 
pra yer, confeſſion. petition and thankſgiving, -Let us 
confeſs the fins we are guilty of, cry for the mercies 
we want, and thank God for theſe we enjoy. Let us 
mind that this is not only a commanded duty,. but our 
dignity and privilege. What an honour is it for duſt © 
and aſhes to be allowed acceſs to the great God; for 
a worm to ſpeak freely to its Creator? for a poor beg». 
gar to converſe familiarly with the King of heaven? 
O ſianer, would not all thy veighbours envy thee, if 
chou wert lo bonoured by an earthly king? Be exhort- 
ted then to value and make uſe of this liberty. x. 
Adly, Conſider at what a dear rate Chriſt hath bought 
\ | this freedom for as : How much did it colt him to 
| ere a throne of grace, to which he may repair with 
— ? And, will not we make uſe of this privi- 
e with thankſgiving? _ E $5: 
 3dly,. Conſider the profit of it: It is like the mer - 

chant ſhip Proy xxxi 14 that brings out foad from a- 
far, By it we trade with beaven, and bring down I 

_ Chriſt's unſearchable riches It is a key to open the K 
treaſure of God's mercies, to us in the morning, and 
to lock us up under God's protection at night. By it 

ve prevail with God, ſcreen ourſelves from wrath, Ll. 

and put Satan to flight. Io a word, prayer is a key > 

to heaven a ſhield to the ſoul a ſcrince o God, and a | 
ſconrge de dhe deri. 
4thly; Ir is the way to make up and preſerve. acquaige. _ 
tance with God, which will be of great uſe to you in 

the time of trouble, or at the hour of dea: It js 0 
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Of the Duel riquifite \ 
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A 


oY 3 to you to addreſd one ſor help 


with whom you have bad ſobg acquaintance and fa 


 miliarity,” aud of whoſe kindaeſs yon have bad fre- 
7 it experience.” But prayerſe ſ man, it will bea 


melancholy cafe, when yon are going oht of tfle 
world, to be put to cry to that God you bave deen 
an utter ſtranger to all your life; or to be forted to 


appear before that God you never loved, or defired 


converſe with; or to be fain to challenge acquain- 
zafice with him, who will utterly difclaim you. and ſay 


- Depart from me, I never knew you. But, O pray- 


ing foul ! that baſt acquaintance with God, death will 
have another view to thee; thou wayſt look on it, as 
Jacob did on the vaggons ſent to carty him to his friend 
Joſeph, and ſay, Now 1 am going to God, whom 


„know; I am going to meet with that friend, with” 
* whom I have had long acquaintance, ro whom I 


have paid many à viſit, and with whom 1 have had 
b ſweet ſecret converſe, and whom I have longed to 


* ſee, and who will enidrace "ms is his , and yell 


* " 


ini, Conſider what u mercy it b. O man, that 


God is yet calling thee to prayer, and continuing thee 
in the land of prayer when ſo many thoufandy; as de- 
' ſerving, are beyond prayer, and loſt for ever. O then 


pray, helps to pray, and encouragement to pray. Read 


gracious promiſes of life and falvation to you, if 


you do it; Pfal: Iaix 32. Rom. x. 13: | Make chiy 
world a time for prayer, and the next ſhall be a Teaſon 


for praiſe. Doſt thou think to be ſaved without pray- 


er:? Doft thou expect to have thy life without beg- 


ging it at God's hands? O what oil will it add to thy 
flames in hell, when conſcience will tell theeg If thou 
had prayed, thou ha@ſt not been here? Well then; now 
thou haſt a ſeaſcn for prayer; but, remember, it will 
not always laſt: If thou improve ir not, 'expe& that 


Dodd vill turn a deaf ear to'you in the day of your 
calamity, at ' depth bed, or's tribawnl, - Read, and 
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ſtian, O man, and ue } Thou 
well ſay, thou art a ſcholar b 


creature, that cannot pray; Lord, teach me 10 
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. we 
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_ and ejaculatory, when we 


* 


tremble. at that word, Prov. i. 26, 27. 28. God 
He will not you when you cry And, if he ref 


to hear you, then, who will — you ? Angels w 


dot, Ya will not, neareſt relazjons will not, hills 
mountains not : And, what's wretched, 4 
and forſaken creature = * be? There will he 
none to own thee then, ou acquaint not thyſelf 
with God, by prayer now. See the anſwer the fooliſh 
gins got, / way they came after the Door was ſhut, - 
+ wo . Sce what an anſwer the rich man got, 


when. he Sg for a drop of cold water to cool his 


tongue, Luke xvi. Seek God, then, While R 
found; call on him while he is near: | ys. your 
late untimely cries will not be regarded. 
Obje& ©.Q, ſay ſome, we have not the gift of pray- 
41 er, we cannot pray.” 
Anſw. I have ſaid enough in anfwver to this a leude : 
before, I ſhall only add one word; omg 


dier, but canſt not fight. — is 8 to 4 


true chriſtian, e Why 2 prayer 
is. the very bromding of the ſoul to God. 80 it is 
_ Lam w 56. O m 


an, have you nothing to ſay 
prayer? then go to God and tell bim ſoß fn 
Jenn on your knees and ſay, Here 2 poor ignorant 


The publican made a ver Den ure, Luke — 
God be merciful to me a 3 vet it was 4 


| rr O ! if your beurt 


be broken, your words will be accepted, altho they 


de bro and few. The ſillieſt beggar will find ſome- 


thing. to ſay at your door, tho' he ex t but a crumbs 
and can you find nothing to ſay at 18 
yoo have» foal 10 er hell . d, and J Chr 
and a kingdom in your view ? 8. 
0 But, hefides that ſort of ſeerer prayer which is were 
ated and ſolemn, there is. that is more ſudden 
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=_ thoughts and cjaculations. Chirſt ſaith of the {pouſe, 
that ber lips drop as an honey comb, which is either 
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| breathiings and pious” <jaculations ſhould iſſue fort 


'Of the Dut » CP 61. 5 
fome Hrg. . petitions, ” on aoy occaſion or emer- 
_—_ arory prayers are afeful' on every day, but 
| ſhould have more frequen uent on the Sabbath- 
Wi Por, fince on rhis da 


y you mult nor” think your 
own thoughts or find Bern. own pleaſures, heavenly 


continually : By ſeeking pardon for ſuch a fin freagth 
Thaibft ſüch à luſt, 'vitory over ſuch a tentation, and 
grace to ſpend Sabbath rime ſaitably. * you g 

— tat church, or returning from it? Are you — 


: 9 cbmmuaĩon, praiſiag. or 'ab6in any 
ok duty? Be frequently mating uſe' of this kind of 


prayer, particularly being and end every duty with it; 


look up before for aſfiitince, and look up after it for 
- aeceprance, and that infirmities in it, for Chriſt's ſake, 


may be pardoned. Theſe prayers, of all others, ave 


e freeſt of diſtraction, they being pot up and over 


before ever Satan he awakened to tempt us As for 


-dther prayers, our ' preparations to them, "the only 
| be the alteration of our poſture, give notice to Satan 


What we are about to do; by ejaculatory prayers are 


fo quickly darted up 10 God, that they will be in 


heaven before Satan can ſhoor any of his darts againſt 


bey ate uſeful to keep up communion with © 
God in the intervals of other duties, and for keeping 
the dert inthe fear of God aH the day long. Ab the 


prieſts under the law were not only + Ar up the 
morning and: evening ſacrifice duly, but to keep the fice 
bornivg on the altar all che day; lo we muſt not ſatiſ- 


fy Surkeives with ſolemn and ſtated duties only, but 


ſhould ſtady 10 keep in 'the fire always by holy 


ſilt drdoping, © br ib a continue forwardneſs to drop, 
Some of God's people have more devotion bis way in 


their ſho , than others have in their vioſets : and while 


walking in the ftreets, or working ic the Beide. rhan 
gr r "They have 
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| friter commümion with God this way at their com- 
mon tables, than others have at a communion table. 
A ſecond ſecret DU TL on the Lord's day is tead- 


a — 


ing of 7e „ 1d 
This is a duty nece every day, but. eſpecially 
3 It is the character of 6 
man, that his delight is in the law of the Lord, and he 
meditates therein both day and night Pial i. This ſhould 
de particulary verified of us on the; Sabbath. Read 
the word, that you may be taught what to believe of 
God, what duties you owe to God, and what fine 
you are guilty of againſt him- Who enn ſet forth the 
excellency and uſefulneſs of it ? It is @ glaſs to diſea- 
ver out ſpots, a lamp to guide us in the dark, a fire to 
warm our coldaffections, a magazine to ſupply us with 
armour againſt our ſpiritual enemies. It is a phybek, 
garden, wherein grow all forts of medicinal herbs for 
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* our ſpiritual maladies 2 The promiles are as fragrant 
y flowrs or ſpices in the garden believers-take mapy 
c. a pleaſant walk among theſe beds of ſpices. It is an 
. | apothecary's ſhop, out of whith. we may have eye ſalys 
1 | for our neſs, lovereign cordials in all our ſoul - 
FY diſtreſſes. David found this to his ſweet. experience, 
n I P fal exix 50. This is my comfort in my affliction, for 
- * 
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1C | poverty, 

re . che waters 
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Of the Duties requifte 


1 of reading it! It hath been ſweet as 
\ honey to their taſte. I have read ef one Who being e 
E foner_ina dark dungeon, ben light: was allowed 
for a ſhort time to take bis meat he would zahe 
bis bible; and read & portion of it, laying, Hg could 
eat without light but he could not read withoyit it, -1 
am perſwadcd there is no better way in this wojld: for 
bing ibs Tataley, of fight and benefit- of light, 
than by reading the word of God. Se far as time can 
allow yon upon the Sabbath, I judge it yery profitable 
to read other: good books alſo, ſuch as our Confefñi on 
of faith. Vincent's - Catechiſm, Viotient on the Joſt 
2 Guthrie ꝰs trail of a ſaving inteteſt in Chriſt, 
. an's Alarm, Baxter's Call to the Unconverted, 
Pear ſe'n Preparation for death, Fox's Time and the 
uad of time e Doolietle Call to delaying Singers, Bax- 
ter's Saints everlaſting Reſt, his poor Mana Family- 
book, Gray's Sermons, Flavel's Touch ſtone of Sin- 
cerity, his Saint indeed, Mead's Almoſt — — — 
Prentiſes of Doolittele, Cambell and Henry 
Falling of of 


- Sacrament; — 7 2 rs, the Fu 
Scriprares, Clark's Marty „ Beard?s 
God's Judgments ach like books, dext to 
the boly » [ recomend to the peruſal of all private 
chriſtians a bein g eaſy and plain to common capacities, 
and ſome of * moſt generally uſe ful, inſtrufting, 

| awakning, ſoul ſearching and heart warming 
That 1 have ſeen among human writings; and — 
bare been bleſſed to thei edification of many houſands. 


A min ſecyes DUTY on the Lord's Day's medi 
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i bs proper every day, much more on & 

2s Ht is lequeſtrat for div ivine. emp loy ments. 

a God 1 ot the ble r 151 ed 
law day 01 gbt, 1 2. It 

= 3 2 n Excites the ee, and 

= the Mr, it ftrengrhens faith, Pal & k. 

92. It nouriſneth hope, and inlames our lore deep 
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3 O careleſs finner, if you think it too much to ſpend 
RN day, r you 
t d ſpend a quarter of an every Lord's in re- 


knows what it might 
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ration, I is good for ut te 
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228 In ge 

ea, ee thi day 1 think pon God, upon or- 
ves, 3nd upon eternity. © paricalarly. 3 

1 Meditate upon = goodneſs of God „ Both that 
Ie and manifeſted e you in bs works | 


| and enliyen the earth below. And, that ve might £ 


Hs 


'Y 

* 
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and moſſ ſuitable to the great ends of the 


of creation and providence, and that which is ſ 
diltinguifhing. dilcovered to you. above others. 
this is a ſuitable ſu iet for the Sabbath is clear to au | 
that reads che xcii apa its, title. SIE 09 RS 
iſt, Think upon hi goodneſs £0 us, repre $ 
ſented in that great looking glaſs of the creation. - He. 
bath made the world a commodious habitation for us, 
arched it over with the beſpangled heavens, and floor- 
ed it with the loſid eartb He hath ſer up great lights | 
in it for our accommodation: He hath da ta | 
nacle for the fun, at a due diſtance from the carth © 
and the upper ber vens, to. enlighten the ſtars above, 
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E 


neither be ſtarved with cold, nor burae up with beat, 
he gives us the clouds as fans to ſcreen us from the 
ſcorchiog heat, and as ciſterns to water the parched 
ound: He gives us the winds to purify the air, and 
a_to'be. à pond for fiſh, the valleys to be granarieg 
for corn, the mountains to be a treaſure of minerals, 
the A to be as Aru: to carry tefreſbwent to ev 
et 


of the ear us admire both the dneſs - 
2 5 wes. . 12 in his wondert e 
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- beaveins to give vs light and, , and ihe high hf bes 
: fre burns, the wind blows, a the 'water flows ; Day, 


2 -— in the womb, and carefully watched over 
. He preferyed us. ſeveipl n onths in that 
by AA tir Ut breath. - He. ught us ſafe 


out of it, and ſemly' thertafier provided 0 


bottles" 10 ſäſt ain us, an ever figet Hath ſatcoured us 
in diſtesſt, reſcued” us from danger, ſupplied us in 
wants Je, he hath fed vs at his on tab e, and made 


u live pon fis coſt, Acts xvii. 28. He bark given ud 
5 S ue and evi, yeh ei 


fious of them ; the angels are our miniſtring f _ 
45 lower bestens ſerve to give us breath, the 5 wid 
vens 1 dw ęlling pl. The fon' . | 
the creatbres are at work both day and ni abt, 
= fot tlie Vervice of A Poor worm of x 15 long. , ind 
If a friend give . our bread for a gow” of 855 
we think _— mach bound to bim; 
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char . who are the perſons imme - 
diately concerned ? Chriſt never” teſtified ſuch love to 
them, he never ve them car fs, he never ſhed one 


be poured out ſtreams of blood, and to whom he-hatk 
forgiven ten thouſand talents, de employed in pryingin- 
w this myſter n 

iſt, Meditate apon | the ſpring of 'ihis work, God's 
-infinite free love, Mas wives im to pity loft mankind, 
and contrive a way to redeem him; when, in the- mein 
time, be paſſed by a world of fallen angels, who were 
the elder brothers by creation, bad a more natural 
claim to the inheritance, and might have been far 


facrifice provided for them; there is not one N 
ſpared, fot one of all the thouſands or fallen 24 
recovered; God preſently took e on them 
all : But o tow dd bis bowels yearn, bis heaft pity 
and his eye ſpare poor fallen man in his miferable con- 
dition! Indeed he drove Adam out of paradife but it 
was à wonder he drove him not preſently oat of the 
world into hell, where he had à little before plunged far 
more excellent creatures than Adam was, Chrilt 


not on him the bature of angels, but he was content to 
clothe himfelf with the rags of human fleſh, that he 
might become ou Saviour. (7 obs incomprehen- . 
ſible love! — 
' 2dly, Think upon the wiſe contrivince of bar re- 


nnn to find out'a method how to fatisfy 
Goch s juſtice, and ſecure man's happineſs borh/at ee 
Bow to fave the life of the law breaker, and yer wain- 4 


tain tbe-honour of the Law maker : But tiere's's way 
juſtice at 


reconcthag 
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vVerely paniſhed, 


is pardoned. as mercy 
entered el thoughts 
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1 rable to all eternity. what. do [ſpeak l the won- 


[= s of man's redemption can never be told: * 
ſubject for meditation and admi 
ver be exhauſted by men. of angels 19; 
this. work be the delig 1 . 2 
day. O believers, 1 m y 
the Landy — . ; remembeg what he 
given and forgiven, to you; view what he hath 
out and laid up for you; -what hoo ter 
-med and proonſed. to _ wy 1 
r meditati 
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mou Reſt down, ibheu canſt not tell but thou ſhale 
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"wth r dp. 
beat ybur uach ; for every one of rheth ak- the fer- 
fot curſes of: the law hanging at them; and in de 
mean ume ou leſt'n the very brink of the flery fare - 


time ob a ſtorm: ; vere is but one Rep betwixe thee aud 
&erna} death dotbing but a rotten thread of life keeps 


thee from droping into everlaſting batnings. Thod 


knowelt not, where thou riſelt is the mornity, bur 
ere night thou may ſt make thy bed in bell; and uhen 


wake in the flames: all the men in the world; nay alt 
the angels in beaven, cannot aſſtre thee of the coarra- 
GM a dulefut condition in this, to be always is 
ſtate of damgation, not ſure ts de one hour out 
kelt & A ferivus meditation upon your natural ſtates 
© ſinner, might cauſe your heart of ſtone to tremble, 
Bur haſt rhow avy happmels white thou art on this 
fide of hell ? No ſorely for your beſt worldfy com- 
fores and enjoyments are eeurſed td you ; Fhon art 


* 


aꝛccurſted in the'sity, eurſed in the field, curſed ig thy, 


daſſaet and thy fore, curſed ihithe fruit of thy body 
and in the fruit ef ty ground, Deut xxviii. 15 Nay | 


every hit of bread thou eateſt, the coffe of God goe# 
_ down with it. All your bleſRogs turn into curſes, and 


your mercies into judgments; your table is à ſnare to 
you; the word i the ſavour of death, and the ſacraments 
we ſealy of chademnatton to 30%. The beſt actions yod 
perforay are but an abothination-to God : they bring 
rhe more puilt upon your hend, and treaſure up the 
more wrath againſt you. Better you had periſhed in in- 
fancy than continue to live, in a chriflleſs ſtate; for, 
the longer yow live, fill the more miſerable you are: 
Foe every day, every night, every bout you live, you 
heat the furnace hott er by your new actiogg, which 
are all fins; even the beff of them. On this a 
ſtare to be continued in'? Cant tho by down content - 


edly to ſleep” another night id this Condition? God 


forbid: thar'thiou'live and die in this ate ; for, if thou 
doſt, thou wilt riſe in the fame condition at the lait 
day. Nay, your ſtate 23 de more dreadfol then 
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| ever, for then thou wilt ſee above thee the judge frown 


ing, beneath thee hell gapiag, within thee conſcience 


gnawing, without thee the world burning: on the right 
hand your fins accuſing, on the left hand the devils 


terrifying, the good angels keeping thee out of hea- 


Ven, and the evil angels pulling thee down to bell. O 


Poor chriſtleſs ſoul; con inue to think on this ſub jet 
till your heart begin to melt, your eyes to weep, and 
your tongue to cry. O what ſhall I do to be ſaved ? 
O that I knew where to fad Chriſt! O to be found in 
him ! I would give ten, thouſand worlds to be ſure of 
this : it will be terrible if death or a tribunal find me 


ſpend ſome time upon this ſou] concerning ſubje& ? bath 
not God given you reaſon for this very end, and will 
you not exerciſe it? can you think to be ſaved other- 


wiſe ? Do you expect that God will carry you to heaven 


like a ſtone, or ſave you without or againſt thy will? 


Doth the world and —— deſerve to be tememb- 


red the whole day, or whole week or year throughout ? 
and doth not God and your ſoul deſerve to be thought 
on one day in the week, or one hour of the day i 


not that bn you have no ſpare time for this work; for if 


* ſpare none of your own time for it, I be- 
you 


to ſpend God's time well this way. Is it not 


better to read. ſome part of the Sabbath in thinking 
your ſouls ſtate than in thinking upon the 


vow. ? Spiritual things, alas | trouble yon little on 


week 2, and why ſhould yeoldly things . 
God's da 


adly, Tn upon your happineſs, if you be in a 


ſtate of grace, and in Chriſt ; you are delivered from 
fin's guilt, from Satan's ferters, from the law's curſes, 
from . ſting, and hell's terror. Thou haſt now 


peace with God ; juſtice itſelf is thy friend; all thy 


en joyments are ſweetned by Chriſt's love ; all your af- 


_- fictions ſanctiſied by bis God himſelf is your 
| God, your Father, your Friend, your Portion ; yea, 


all things are yours. 


N Dead ia props ee 
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before I be found in him, Is is not worth your while to 
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up as graſs, and flouriſh for a feaſon, ſhall yet in end 
ter end of the'godly, whoſe horn, tho* it be abaſed to 


rs 


according to Ia. xl 6, 7, 8. 80 it is our duty 


the proudeſt, ſtouteſt and ſtrongeſt in the world muſt 


Sg »' Baan? Narres rei. 


* ſleepy conſcience awake then, and my old buried 


en the Lord's . 135 
on on the abbath day; for in the xcii. Pſal, wbere- 
in the exerciſes of the Sabbath are deſcribed, God calls 


and reaches us to conſider our latter end Firſt, he 
end of the workers of iniquity. who tho” they ſpring 


be deſtroyed for ever, v.' 7 9. And again, the lat- 


the duſt for a while, yet in the end ſhall be exalted, 
It is one principal work of miniſters this day, to be 
proclaimers of mortality, and remembfancers of death, 


every Sabbath to have ſerious thoughts of death. Think 
with yourſelves. What if this be leſt Sabbath that 
ever | will ſee on earth? 1 may be called to die, before 
I be called to hear another offer of Chrift. Have I 
fitten the goſpel ſummons this Sabbath, to come and 
embrace Chriſt, er ts ſurrender my heart to him? 
What if | get a ſummons by death to come andappear 
before him before the next Sabbath ? this 1 cannot 
fic. Death is a bold meſſenger, he cannot be de- 
forced; when he comes and rakes a man bythe throat, 


go, whether willing or unwilling, all is one. There 
are many in the world, at the church, in health this 
Sabbatb, who will be on-a death bed or in eternity the 
next; and, why may not | be one of them? £ 
Think ferioufly upon your latter end: Think what 
will be your caſe in a parting hour, where you will 
take up your lodging, whether in Abraham's boſom, 
or in the deviPs arms? O what will be my thoughts, 
+ when Lam taking my laſt look of huſband,” wife, 
children and rejations ? What will be my' cordial, 
* when the world fails, when friends weeping 
about my bed, when my ſenſes are loſing their @s- 
*£. ice, my heart and eye {trings are breaking, and all 

„% turning dim and dark about me? O what if my 


* fins rivive and fall on me, to tear me in pieces? 
oO what wilt chriſtleſs Gnners do in that bour, when = 
t here is but one ſingle ſtep betwixt their deparung fouls 
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'- £156 Of the Duties raguifite 
and che tary of devil? Ot is feria 4% Jie in, . 


Jawing ſword: ready to meet mme ? , 


| months, without a ſerious thought 
Yes, io the. houſe of mourning, and in the fight of he 


fins, 4s 3t is threatned, | Jobs vi 26. If r. believe ner 


um | amhe; ye thall! die in your Bug f om ** 8 
19 a dungeon, among toads and . ſerpepts,, t — 
re ſins ; for theſe, are ferpenry that never leave ing . 


and will ſaſten ſo upon thee, as, never to part wi 


— againg they will £0 20. the . with ibee a8 thy 


Companions, to 3 tribunal, with thee 2 thy accuſers, 
and to hell with thee as thy tormentars, . Q its terris 
ble to die out of Chriſt, hc pu nh Foes Fyeny ot 
reſt in him; eee 
leſs gulf, not knowing where your feet. may light; or 
to launch into the great ocean of eternity, — 
ſight of a landing place for your ſoul, O bo will the 
poor foul ſhrink back imo the body in ſuch a caſe, 


when it begins to awaken out of its dream, and look : 
out into another world, ſaying, How hall 1 venture 


forth, where ¶ ſee nothing but darkneſs and horror, 1 


- Think upon the cominnehazardyou are mof death 3 


die arrows zre flying thick about you, and many are 
falling ſlain on every hand of yon; and God knows 
but the next dart may hit there: And what if then be 


* and hell follow: the pale horſe 2. 5 ty 26 

k upon dhe ſottiſh fiupidity of many, uz 
tho' they ſtand totteriag day and night 9pon te brink 
both of the grave and hell, 8 


dead, they can think, talk, jeſt and laugh, and never 
have one grave thought or word about their latter end. 
Fooliſh. ſinne rs are rightly. compared to .a.campany. of 
blind men dancing — the mouth of à very 
* which they do not perceive, nor bear the 


le who fall to the bottom of —— 
drops in, but fi} the reſt continue the dane. 


day a ſwearer dies, and tumbles-into hell : AL. 
drunkard, the next a whoremonger : But ſtill their 


companions in Wk ue”: 9 eme, n 
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. 158 : a 
h for thee, and found out a way to it; who by his 
{ | death his uaſting'd” death, and by his blood has paved 
a way through its dark valley for thee to walk in, and 
fear ho III ? O believer, fear not tho' the trance be 
ſomewhat dark, the paſſage is ſafe, and the end is 
light ; the day is ſhort betwixt thee and home, tis but 
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wink and Tee Gd. | 2 3 
Laſtiy. 'Thiok often how holily and fpiritually you 
will wiſh you had ſpent this day, when you come to 
a death bed, and death and eternity begin to ſtare you 
Holly is the face. Lon will then begis 6 with, O 
that I had ſpent more of my rice, and eſpecially of 
the Lord's day, in meditation and prayer! O if 
would try me again, how ſerious and diligent would 1 
de! Confider, on the other hand, what a pleaſam 
death bed the righteous will have. who have ſpent the 
Sabbath religiouſly ! what fatisfaQtion they will have 
in the reyiew thereof! and what comfort in the pro- 
ſpect of an everlaſting Sabbath above, to which they 
are haftning !' They will be rejoicing when others 'a- 
bout them are weeping ;, they will be ſmiling when their 
_ are breaking, and inward ſtrength failing. 
They will 
of a 


mx =<4 me - 


2222.68 gesegre 


be longing to be with Chriſt, which is 
of all. It was à choice ſaying of one near death, My 
* head is in heaven, my heart is in heaveo, it is but 
«one ftep more and 1 ſball be all in heaven.” And 
muſt not the latter end of ſuch be peaceable and plea- 
ſant? Many doubtleſs, with Balaam, would with to 
die their death, however ill they like their life; many 
{after they had viſited boly Ambroſe on his death bed, 
and faw how chearfully he was triumphing over ap- 
proacking death) O that 1 might live with thee, and 
die with Ambroſe ! But it is vain to think to dine with 
Satan and luſts in this world,” and hereafter to ſup 
with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in the kingdom of hea- 
ven; for whatſoever a man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo 
rr reer 
V. Another ſubject of meditation on the Sabbath 
day, is. the ercilaiting reff und en "in . 
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| ke care then, O 
believer, to ſpend every Sabbath in the view of hea> 


ven, and live every Sabbath as it were to be your 
laſt, -and behave this day as one that Wo you 


. 


may be in heaven before the next Lord's day ce 
ing an eternal Sabbath. 


Let your worſhip this day below, put you in mind ho 


of that more perfect worſhip above, where you ſhall 
ſee him whom you worſhip, and enjoy immediate 


communion with him. O the difference betwixt that 

_ worſhip there, and burs here, is great! There is no 
wearinefs there in beholdiog God, no wandriogs nor 

_ excurſions of the heart from God, no inclinations 


there to drouſineſs or ſteep in worſhip, no dull or Tow 


conceptions of God, no deadoefs of heart or frame: 


their barps are never out of tune, their hearts are al- 


ways up, and fit for the high praiſes of God. There 


is is no note lower there'than glory to God in the higheſt; 


every ſaint fings bis hallele ah's on the higbeſt key, 


and all of them join harmoniouſly in the work of 


| praifing God with one heart and foul. Are congre- 
ational affemblies of ſaints ſo pleaſant on earth, e 
pecially when they jointly and melodiouſly ſing Ged's 


Praiſe ? O what will it be then, when they all meet 


above in that great general aſſembly of the church of 
the fcſt born, together with the innumerable company of 


* 


; and there with one heart and voice fing God's 
praiſes? How rabiſhing will it be, to bear that etera- 
nal muſick of the bride chamber, that ſweet melody 
of the church triumphant, where there is no jarring 


ſtring, no dilpleating ſound, no diſcord between heart 


and tongue, no willows there to hang their harps ap- 


on, no bad news there to be heard, no fad fight to 
de ſeen; no evil to be felt ot fear'd to all eternity. 
Poor diſcouraged believers, are ye now 'troubled with | 


ad wearying hearts in duty ? Theſe com- 


wandring a 
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en the Land doy ꝓ nay © 

ren. Tou are called this day to have frequent thoughts 
of it, fince the Sabbath is an * thereof, _ 
ſerves to us in mind of it. Ta | 


plains ere long ſhall be taken out of your mouths : 
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rayete, Plal cxix 14 tit roſe early chis day be- 
e the ſun Aad for what end did he ddl Even to 
fy - aud, fave his. people, O. believers; did your 
aviour riſe early this morning to juſlify yon, and 
e fle yt day to glorif him“ This 
- s the pron: defpy, ol the Sabbath, 92 
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Pſalm, which is intizaled A fon 


| ſed ſot ſuuport in his work, 


ee 
8 


ſaith, I in te /Þow s 4 kindneſs in 
eee Tuco Cots Eon this. day, 


or diligence in it, will not prove pre judicial to bn 


for. ſince God .hath pronennced a ſpecial bleffing upon 


he Sabbath, you have ground to expeRt tha 2 f 

food and eee, than at © _w a: 3 
that you 1. 

the doing thereof. _ 7 hy * 

IV. When you are up, ballen to pot on your 4 

and 2 as little time this day is dreſfing yourſelf 
-that you may bave time for ſecret duti 

4 with God:* But, face the 


' muſt be clothed this day, let your thoughts be w 


employed in the time yon ate doing it: Think on 
that was the cauſe of your ſoal's aakedagh,” and 
your body's need of apparel. ”* Remember from whom 


f . you have your clothes, to cover, keep warm and 


adorn your-bodies, even from God, ir is his woot and 
his flag; — give thanks io him for your. rai» 
ment, as/ well as your food. r 
be not ſo fine 45 yon would wiſh, yet mind, * 
theſe of „ 1 


—— put on he Lerd 3 
pear before God, wary ge. il 
allo, thar your. bodies this. day * 
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ty apparelledd nd beware of pride and, 
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grace, Eph. 1/6, "12,44: And if you 
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hich he n ente axe 576. 


Ain nan of The heart, in thatwhich is not corraptible, 
eben the ornameut of a meek and quiet [pirit, which is 


In the fight of God of great price, 1 Pet iii. 3; 4 Moſt | 


1 | 16 le on the Sabbath are concerned to adors their 

with their beſt cloathes but, alas | who among 

you is care ful ro attire his ſoul as be ought on this day 

when he is going to meet the bleſſed Redeemer of fouls, 
the K ng of glory? 


Mind your” fouls chiefly this day, and take care, 


whatever you be doing about your bodies, that your 


hearts be employed in Wieda! meditations. Do yo 


comb your head? you may think how numerous your 
fins are ; they are more than the hairs of your head, 


ſ6 that node can reckon them, Pſal xl. 12 And to be 


fure, if you cannot reckon them, you are far-lefs able 


to feckon for them Do you waſh-your hands ? think 


on the neceſfiry of waſhing your hands in in 


that ſo ye may compaſs the altar of God: For theſe that 


would” aſceud the bill of God, and ſtand in —— 
ce, muſt have clean hands and pure hearts. Holt 
in. heart and life is abſolutely needful in aer 
- to our en communion with God in ordinances. }. 
V. Ai ſoon as poſſibly you can, retire this 


morning 
for the duties of ſecret prayer, praiſe, reading the ward 


meditation, and ſelf examination Much of the Sab- 
bath, and eſpecially the morning of it, ſhould be ſpent 


in praifing and "thankſgiving, upon account of God's 


| neſs both common and ſpecial, manifeſted in the 

works of ereation and redemption. It is a moſt ne - 
ceffary and proper duty, to ſhew forth God's lovi 
kindnefy on the Sabbarh morning, Pſal xcii 2 Tha 
giving is the great end of the day, and * . 


ern; the redeemed of the Lord, 9 - 


to fing, His mercy eadureth for ever. Pſal. cvii 
God fx hx Jon to redeem as fr this very ends tha 
he might have from us the praiſe of t 


you'ds en 
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of this cs work : 7 ſerious foals thin 
the Sabbark hould be ſpent only in prayer, m 


in prayer, mourning, =Yþ 
mortiſication &c arid almoſt wholly negleft the do- 
.. ty of praife, which ought to be the principal, ant 


where vith God is beit pleaſed. — that 
praiſe is not only the end of the day, bar the _ 
of your lives; yea, the deſign of all God's work's 

God made man the tongue of the creation, to caſts 
pet forth aloud what the reſt of the creation do but 


| fleatly whiſper. 


— 


Dire&ioos in performing the 8 5 duties. 


E POR E [| proceed farther, 1 hall give ſome 
ſpecial eben, concerning the duties of ſecres | 


1 — pra;er, and ſelf ſearching. 


I. Of reading the word. 


ift, As to tlie readlag of God's word, if you would 


bleſſing upon it: When you beyin, pray that he 


may open your eyes to ſee the wonders of i it, and that he 


may open your ears and hearts to hear and comply with' 


it as the vdice of God. 


2dly, Ia reading the word quicken yourſelves' to 
all poſſible attention. As children will route up 
themlelves at the reading of their father's will, out 
of expectation of fame portion or legacy. d 
them therein by their father; ſo ought you to rouze 
up yourſelves in reading. of the word, in regard of 


| the many rich and precious legacies which our Savi» 0 
our hath bequeathed to you, in that laſt will and te- 


ſtament of his, ſealed by his own blood. 

3dly, Read the word with boly reverence! as if 
Jehovah himſelf ſtood by and ſpike theſe words un- 
to you; for reading is a Kind of holy conferrence with 
God, and therefore ought to be gone about with a 
holy awe and concern. I do no mean that this reve- 
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lies of ſaints, ought not to be uſed diſhonourably, 


I have heard ſome graceleſs merchants do, by rolling 
their ſmall wares in leaves of the bible. Is this 
ie the practice of the ancient martyrs; who made 
are account of a leaf of the bible than of treafure ? 


nd indeed the leaves of the bible, in ſome ſenſe, are 


the field where the treaſure is hid, and the pearl of 
ice may be found; they are the ſwadling clothes of 


e holy Jeſus. And therefore, in the next plate, 
4thly, Have an eye to Chriſt in every thing ye read, 


for he is the end, ſcope, and ſubſtance of the whole 


bible, and every thing in it is reducible to him. 


gthly, Read it with application to yourſelves, as if 


God. poke to you by name and firname in every line 
of it. Read it as if it were a letter ſent ſtraight from. 


heaven to you, to warn you againſt fin, and to pet- 
ſuade you to faith and holineſs, Let us accept of 
its reproofs and admonitions with thankfulneſs and 

| fay, What a mercy is it that we may read our Father's 


in our mother tongue, and that God ſpeaks his 
dan ſo plainly to us in his word ? | | 


| 2, Gthly, Mark the ſpecial paſſages of the word, either 


ſe that are moſt important in themſelves, or moſt 


fgrbidden, with the promiſes to the one, and threat- 


nings againſt the other : Faſten theſe upon your memo- 
ries, and hide them in your hearts; meditate on them, 
agd pray that God may keep them in your minds, 
ready for uſe againſt the time of need. 2 | 


„„ BY, Of ann Sropes. 
As for ſecret prayer, take theſe directions, if you 
would ſpeed in it.” NES 
- I See that you be new creatures, and born again, if 


vou would pray aright. A child, while in the womb, 


not cry; ſo no more can you cry, Abba, Father, 


. while in the womb of a natural ſtate. An uncon- 
are not accounted prayers before 


yers — 
God : The long prayers. which Paul had, while a 
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of the Lords day, _ wy 
Phariſee, were not reckoned prayer at all; but, Wed 
he is a converted man, we are told then, with a BE 

| hold, that he prayed Acts ix 11. | b 
11. Be frequent in this duty, for your needs ars _ 
many. God hath erected the throne of grace for e 
time of need, Heb. iv, 16. And he hath left the mor | 
needs upon us, that he may the eftener hear from uubd zg 
he loves to hear his people's voice, and great need ha 
we to let him oft hear it; for we have many luſts t 


1 de ſubdued, many graces to be ſtrengthned, man 

le doubts to be reſolved, and many grievances to be 

drefled : Therefore be frequent in your addreſſes 

ig God. Frequency begets familiarity, and familiarit' 

— . confidence; we go boldly to his houſe we often viſit. 
Euſebius tells us of the apoſtle James, firnamed the 

1 | | Juſt, That be kneeled ſo oft and fo long in fecrex 

- Y prayer, that his knees became as callous and inſenſiblt 

= | as a camel's. And he tells us of the firſt Chriſti 

— Emperor, Conſtantine the great, that be knedied vẽ 

45 much in ſecret prayer: And, for an example to others 

= that he had his4mage in his coins, pictures and Radek, | 


repreſented in the ſame praying poſture, with his late 
er ih . — 
it ſpread abroad, and his eyes lift up to heaven fp 
David was frequently in this exerciſe, Pſal 1y** 
- Evening, morning, and at noon, will I pray and 


aloud. und it that be not enough, he ſays. Pf 1 bel 
” 164. Seven times, a day, will I praiſe thee, becatlf? 
5 thy righteous ſudgments. | | . 5 0 
1 III Aﬀet privacy and retirement in it. Strive do 
let no eat hear but God's; for his ears are opetf to 
the moſt whiſpering prayers that can be put up: Mt 
that we ſhould be aſhamed of our duty, but that ge 
* may Evite miſconitruQion, and hide pride from thr 
if eyes; for, when there is a defire that men ſhould tak | 
. notice of qur-prayers, God takes no notice of them, 
* unleſs it be to abhor and reject them. But if you be 
4g ſo circumſtanced, that you cannot pray without le | 
E ing obſerved, you cannot help it; for it is better to WM 
Fe hazard the cenſure of others, than the neglect of pi- _ "YN 
*t 34%. Sober 5 48 1 . N 5 . 1 
2 5 8 Lg 5 8 x, * | I 2 2 1 2 * | p 5 
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doing of it. old 
10 Pray with boly awe and reverence of God, be» your 
fore whom you ft yourſelves. Laboat for as much to to 
deyotion and ſeriouſneſs in prayer, as if you were ta- and 
ken up and preſemed before God on bis royal throne, reſo 
with millions of -glocions angels miniſtring to him; \ 
or, as if you ſaw death and the grave on the one ken 
— and heaven and hell on the other; or, as if you  fery 
eard the ſaints finging in heaven, or the damaed be 

roaring in hell. Do you not believe theſe things as Je 
well as if you ſaw them? and why are you not * | = 
ſerious as it you did ſee them? ; this 
V. Study to pray in faith, eying the power, mer- tho 

cy. and promiſe of God, and relying upon the media - is 
tion and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt ; for theſe who the 
pray thus, ſhall not ſeek God in vais. This kiud of me 
prayer is like Jonathan's * 2 Sam i. that never re · hee 
turns empty. | Ifr 
VI. Pray with fervency and importunity; Why ? of 
for ought you know, this may be the laſt Sabbath you he 
way ſee, the laſt ſermon you may hear, and the laſt cle 
prayer you may put up, Pray therefore as a dying pit 
man would and ſhould do. Remember how fervent me 
you. have ſeen ſome dy ing perſons in prayer, and lar- mm 

bour for the ſame frame and fervency You ſhould . 

ſeek this day, to have ſuch a feeling of ſpiritual wants f 
and to have your bowels ſo pinched with a ſenſe there - di 
of, that, like the hungry and almoſt ſtarved beggars, L 
you may cry aloud for the Bread of life. Let your n 
rayers be the travail of your ſouls, and not the la- y 
— of your lips. Let your hearts be ſuitably affected ti 

in all the parts of prayer; never leave confeſſion wirh 1 
out ſome lorrow for fin, nor petition without ſame i 

ſcale of the worth of mercies, nor thankſgiving with- 4 
ou: ſome ſolace and joy in God, the Author and Foun- 1 
eam ot all our happineſs. Let your affectioas corre - 0 
fpond with your expreſons, and continue inſtant in 1 
Prayer. Lou ought this day, like Samlon, Judg- zi. : 
to bow . wth a 1 
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the all down the pillars of Dagon's temple, and the 
E of fin in your fouls. Lit up your hearts with - - Wi 
be your hands to Ced in the beavens, and flir up yourſelves ' - || 
uch to take hold of him ; Caſt yourſelves down at his feet, 
ta and ſay, as once a great man did to his prince, I am 
ne, reſolved never to riſe till I obtain mercy. . 
m; VII. Uſe arguments with God in prayer, either ta- 
one ken from God's power and mercy, or from your mi- 
you ſery and neceſſity. Doſt thou doubt, O man, if thou 
ned be canverted ? then 1 ſobbing before God, like that 
| as lever, Mat. viii. Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make mg 
7B clean; d. d. Lord, thou mayſt do as thou wilt; but 
” this I know, tho thou ſhouldeſt never help me, that 
ner- thou canſt do it. Thou haſt power enough, yea, it 
dia- is eaſy for thee, and will be no manner of trouble to 
who thee, to change my heart, and give me an alms of 
#* B | mercy. Thou halt mercy as well as power; I have 
te · heard a good report of thy mercy that the King of 
| Ifrael is a merciful King and delights not in the death 
by 2 of a finner, and that his mercy endures for ever, Lord 
you | here a poor condemned rebel come in upon the pro- _. 
laſt  clamatian, to accept of the King of heaven's indem- 


pity : I lay myſelf at thy feet, content to accept ß 
mercy upon any terms: Haff thou not one bleffing r- 
me, even for poor me, O'my Father? If there be not 
gh of merit in Chriſt to ſave me, I do not | 
ſalvation 2 but in him I know there is a ſulneſs of re- 
dundancy, 2 treaſure that cannot be emptied. And, - lh 
Lord, art thou not willing as well as able? Haſt thou. 
not opened thy fide, that I might look in and ſee be 
yearmng of thy bowels ? yea, 1 have beard them mary * al 
times ſounding towards loſt ſinners: Why theo ſhould 
I go dwell with everlaſting burning? What profit, Lord 
is there in my blood i The dead cannot praiſe thee, t 
that ge down 10 the pit cannot celebrate thy goodneſs. 
Is it not better to make me a friend, than let me be an 
enemy ? Is it not better that I ſhould eternally fag 
thy praiſe, than live for ever blaſpheming thy name? 
Lore, what ſhall 1 do te be ſaved? I: there no balm 
is Gilead {or a wounded foul? in hene no bope for « i 


, 
W — 8 
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- Uiftreſſed finner? is there no city of refuge for a 
purſued criminal? Lord, I am come like a ſtarving 
ger to the laſt door for relief, if thou help me not 
I muſt perifh at thy threſhold, I can go no further. 
Could we believingly make uſe of ſuch arguments 
as theſe, Chriſt's pitiful heart would burſt out in midſt 
” thereof, and ſay to us as to the woman of Canaan, 
Matth. xv O woman, great is thy faith, be it to thee 
ven as thou ait. . 5 n 
VIII. As on Sabbath morning we ſhould addreſs 
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tester length than ordinary; fo alſo with ſpecial pe- 
2. for 1 day.— iſt, Pray for e, 4 
God may give you hearts and frames to ſanctify a 
Sabbath to the Lord; that he may prepare your hearts 
for hearing, ſtnengthen and ſanctify your memories, 
1 go alongſt with you to the ſanctuary, and allow his 
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work of this day, labour to get your hearts poffeſſed 


| = his own work in you and for you, or it will never be 
= done; and without him you can do nothing: That 


ctuary, unleſs the Angel of his > pee. deſcend and 
move them; That az in the ti 

moved on the waters, and then the living creatures 
were formed; fo the Spirit muſt move upon the wa⸗ 


ſpiritual life: And as he muſt move upon the ordi- 


upon your ſouls in attending on them. Pray earneſt- 
ly then, that God may give you his Spirit to prepare 
” you for heating of his word, and to affift you in hear- 
ing: and particularly, that he may give you attention 
to hearken, underſtanding to conceive, wiſdom to ap- 
-. ply, Judgment to diſcern, faith to believe, 
20 retain, and grace to praftiſe what you thall bear; 


_ life unto life, and not che favour of death unto death. 
_ © pray feryetrly, car it may not be youy'condenine- 
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God with more folemnity and intenſeneſs, and with 


preſence there. - Before' you enter upon the publick 
effectually with theſe truths : That God muſt work 


there is no healing virtue in the waters of the ſan- 


creation the Spirit 


ters of ordinances, before they can produte or increaſe 


nances, and give virtue to them, ſo he muſt move 


that ſo the word may prove unto you the favour of 
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tion to go to the ſanctuary every new Sabbath to get 
new bands laid upon you, to get your hearts more 
hardened, your affections more deadned, and your ſouls 
ſlain by the words of God's mouth: but that the word 


may be attended with ſaving power, for your convicti- 


on of fin, and your converſion to God in Jeſns Chriſt 
the mediator. Be fo intent for Chriſt's preſence this 
day, that no Lord's day may fatisfy you without the 
Lord of the day, O what is the beſt day that ever was, 
without the Antient of days? What are the ordinan- 
ces of God, without the God of ordinances ? What 
are the aſſemblies of ſaints, without the Maſter of af- 

ſemblies? What's a ſermon, without a Saviour ? What's 
a communion table, without a communion with God? 
What's a Sabbath day, without the Lord of the Sab- 


bath ? Proteſt therefore in a humble but an importu. 


nate manner, that you will be ſatisfied. with nothing 


this day, without his preſence; fay with Moſes, Exod. 
' xxXiti, 5 1f thy preſence go not with me, carry us not. 


1b hence. And cry to him with the Church, ifa. Ixiv 


1. 9 that thou wouldff this day rend the heavens! @ 


that thou wouldſi come down, that the mountains might © 


flow at thy preſence. 


2dly, Pray for him that diſpenſeth the word, that 
God may open to him both a door of utterance, and, 
a door of entrance; and particularly, that God may, 
direct him to ſpeak ſomething that may be ſuitable to 
your caſe. It is a great loſs to 128 as well as, 
to miniſters, that you pray ſolittle for them; What is. 
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the reaſon that many times miniſters are ſtraitned inn 


delivery, do not reach your hearts, nor ſpeak cloſly to 
your caſe ? it is becauſe you pray not for them, Mind. 
that ſad threatning Ezek fit. 26. where the ſpirit ſaith” 
to the prophet, I will make thy tongue cleave to the 


roef of thy mouth, that theu ſhalt be dumb, and ſhall nos 


be to them a reprover ; for they are a rebellious bouſe., 
O pray againſt this lad judgment and beg that God 
may looſe the miniſter's tongue, and put a word in bis. 
mouth for you. Can you expe® a blefling on your 
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dy praying for him that is to break the bread of life to 
00 


| gn Pray for the whole congregation, Mat the $ab- 


bath may be a day of the Son of man, and a day of 
_ God's power unto them: Pray that Chriſt may mount 
the white horſe of the goſpel, gird his ſword on his thigh 
and ride in triumph among them ; that the arrows of 
His word may be ſharp, and pierce hearts. Beg that 
 fome may be convinced, others ſtrengthned, and others 
_comforted : Pray that God's word preached, may not 
only be az a loving ſong to the hearers, as Ezik. xxxiii 
| but as a lively ſong to them, that many may have it to 


fay,. as David, Pſal cxix. 5o. Thy word hath quick- 


ned me. Pray that God may this day make bis word 
as a ſharp two edged ſword, to divide betwixt ſinners 


and their fins: that he may cauſe its point to prick their 
| hearts and ſavingly wound their conſciences, and make 


its edge fetch blood from their luſts, yea, bew them 
in pieces like Agag, before the Lord ——Pray that 
God may make his word both as a fire and a bammer 


td the congregation; a fire to burn up the ſtubble of 


their cortuptions, and a hammer to break the rocks of 
their hearts into pieces Pray that it may be as the 
key of David, both to open and ſhut many bearts on 
this day ; a key to. open hearts ſo as they may never 
more be ſhut upon Chriſt when he ſtands and knocks 
at them; and a key to ſhut hearts, ſo that they may 
never open to fin and Satan when they knock for en- 


trance. Pray that the whole congregation may get 
race to hear ſermons, and put up prayers this day, a2 


if they were the laſt that &ver they were to hear or 
put up in this world; And that Zion's King may 
take to himſelf his glorious conquering power, and in 


his majeſty ride proſperouſly ; and that he may make 
the arrows of his word ſharp in the hearts of his enemies, 


fo that the people may fall under bim. ky 
IX. You muſt take care, that your ſecret prayers on 


— Sibbath moraing be early and ſeaſonable, that they in- 
_  _tetrfere not with family worſhip, which ought this mor- 
"ing 10 be ineguſly performed before the publick wor- 
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ship begin: for one duty maſk not juſtle with ano» 
ther, every duty is beautiful in its ſeaſon. And in fa- 
mily prayer you muſt be more ſolemo and particulas 
than at other occaſions ; our ſacrifices this day. ought _ 
to be doubled O it were happy, if ſecret and family * 
duties were our ſouls delight on this day; and if we 
had ſuch ſpiritual ſkill to perform them, that they 
might be helps, got hindrances, to publick ordinances, 
Laſtly, Having this morning put up your ferveat 
prayers to God, you ought to look and wait for a re- 
turn of them through the day... A wiſe merchant, 
that: ſends a ſhip to the ſea, will enquire after her, 
Prayer brings your food from afar, look what becomes _ - 
of it, If you preſent a petition to a prince, you wait _ ©: 
what anſwer will be returned: and are ye not mach 
more concerned in this caſe to do it ? If you look not + | 
after your Prayers, it is a ſign you. have little fenſe of © 
your needs; little ſenſe of the burden and yoke of ing _ 
ttle ſenſe of the pretiouſneſs of Chriſt, or the excel= 
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lency of theſe mercies you have been ſeeking You bi | 
- ought this day to be able to ſay, as Plal xxzv 5. on 1 
| thee do I wait all the day. Your ſouls ſhould be ſtill JM 
ing after God and the light of his countenance, 1 
ying. O that 1 may this day behold the beauty of . "Jl 
* the Lord! O that I may fee his power and glory! 4 1. 
« O that I may taſte that he is good! O that I m Jil 
& hear his voice, may bear his image, may be broughe j i | 
into the chamber of preſence, and ſee him through +} 
'* the latteſs of ordinances “. : U 


If you would have a gracious return this day, yout 1 
muſt be looking above endinances and duties to bim 
who is the dew of Iſrael, and expect the heavenly rain. = 
from himſelf ; otherwiſe your fleece will remain dry, If 
for all that men or angels can do. Therefore plead ' 
with God that he will bleſs and coacur with the means, if 
and breathe upon your dry bones, without which the 7} 


on breath of men can never make them hve. » i 11 
1 525 FF IT = AY h q 
ror As to the duty of fel fearchiog, is is ren ge 4 
F 2 5 | * 8 * 5 * a2 12 * 5 * 8 ; 2 i 1 ! 
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33 
ſiouls for the work of the day. n 


c = may know what belongs to you : For, if you be 
4 of your condition, you may apply promiſes 
threatnings ; conclude for heaven when you are 


heirs of wrath ; perſuade yourſelves of the love of 


- God, when you are in a ſtate of enmity. . 
IL Enquire into your particular neceſſities, what 

are theſe wants you would have ſapplied by the word, 
theſe fins and luſts you would have ſlain by it, what 
are theſe weak graces you would have ſtrengthned by 
it, what are theſe doubts you m_ have reſolved by 
It, and theſe heart plagues you would have cured. 
uM _— into the of your hearts, and 
Tee if they be duly qualified and diſpoſed for attending 
the publick ordinances. 


4s : 

Anf. iſt. Bring humble hearts. Conſider that you 

are pieces of mean and vile duſt venturing into the 
of an infinitely glorious God, to hear the 

voice of the Lord, that is full of majeſty, and ſolemnly 

to converſe. with him, before whom the angels vail 

their faces. | 


Adly, Bring ſoft hearts, that the word may make 
Tome impreſſion on them; for an arrow ſhot againſt a 


Kone ſticks not, but falls to the ground. Labour to 


get the fallow ground of your hearts plowed up, and 


_ broken, before you come to receive the ſeed of the word 
according to Hoſea x. 12. If you would have the fal- 


low ground plowed up, you mult ſeek the Lord by 


ä fervent and heart breaking 2 
23 dly, Bring hunger and thirſt with you to God's ban- 

queting houle; bring a deep ſenſe of ſoul wants and 
neceſſities, and longing defires to meet with Chriſt in 


| | 5  *the ordinances : For he fills the hungry with good things, 
_ when the rich are ſent away empty. O for the hangt 
eite of God's children, when we come to God's 
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I. Enquire into your own ſtate ; try whether you 
be in nature of grace, that, when you hear the word, 


'- Queft. What ſort of bearts ought we to bring with 
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kouſe ! Say, « O that, like a new born child, I may 
© this day, deſire the Gncere milk of the wordffor my 
« nouriſnment ! and, O that, like a true child of 


„ heavenly Father, I may love that milk beſt TH | 
comes warm from the breaſts of publick ordinances! ! 
IV Search into theſe luſts and i that hinder the 


ſucceſs of ordinances : caſt them out, and guard care» 


fully. againft them, If you would have God this day 


to hear your prayers, and accept of your facrifices, 
you mult regard no iniquity in your hearts, you muſt 


throw out ail boſom luſts and idols. Chriſt ſaith to 


you this day, as once he did to Judas in another caſe, 
John xvii $. / therefore you ſeek me, let theſe go their 
auay ; for they bar Chriſt out of the heart 

i. Throw out worldlineſs, and all thoughts about 
the world, that you may with your whole ſouls this 
day attend upon God: Say to the cares of the world, 


as Abraham to his ſervants, Gen. xxii. Stay ye here 
vil I go yonder to worſhip God. Suffer not à vain 


thought this day to take up its lodging in yaur heart, 


d according to Jer. iv. 14. It is faid of Bernard, That, 


' when he came 10 the church door, he would ſay, Stay 


here, all my earthly thoughts. Nay, ſay this allo before 
you come from home Worldly hearts will hinder. - 


jeu from getting good of the. ordinances ; they will 
wake the church like the market place to you, full of 


tumult and GiſtraQtion ; they will make ſuch a noiſe and 


buzzing in your ears that you cannot hear ; or they 
will make you wander in time of beating, "as thele, * 


Ezek xxxiii 31 Nay they will make you vn. of 


all Sabbath work, as theſe, Amos vii. 5 
2 Lay aſide ſelf conceit, or a good opinion of your- 


| ſelves, your duties and performances; count all zheſe | 


dut dung and lofs, ſor the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt, 
For, if you lean upon your prayers and preparatious 
this day as any piece of righteouſneſs before God, this 
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will mar your acceſs to God this day, and make the ar- 
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1% E to "x es the Morning 


3 Throw out all prejudices agaioſt miniſters, and a- 
 gaioſi the laws of Chriſt; and with meekneſs lay your 
| ear and heart open to receive inſtruction, ſaying with 
Paul, Lord what wilt thou bave me 10 ds ? and with 
Samuel, Speak, Lord for thy ſervant heareth. | 

4 Guard againſt doubtiags concerning the truths of 
God, and myficries cf religion: Let us captivate: and 
ſubje& reaſon to faith, and deal with it, as Joſhua did 
with the Gibconites; he made them hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water for the ſervice of the temple : So let 
us make reaſon ſubje& to faith, and ſerviceable to re- 
ligion : but nowiſe ſer it up as a ſtandard for examin- 
ing its myſieries by, fince they are above its reach. 

5 Beware of erronious princples ; for theſe will mar 
the good of ordinances to you; while there is an er · 
ror in the foundation, you cannot be built up in wo a 
moſt holy faith Chriſt bids us be wiſe as ſerpents, and 
ſerpents (they ſay) whatever injury is offered to them, 
their great care is to prelerve their head. Let it be 
our great care then, not enly to pteſerve our hearts 
and hands from fin, but our heads trom error; eſpe- 
cially. when there are fo many falſe teachers going a- 
__ 22 to pervert the ſimple, by fair words and 


3 — likewiſe of ſchiſm and Arien * guard 
- 4 theſe who are inſtruments to divide and icatter 
Chriſt's ſheep” Do not ſtraggle from Chriſt's flock, 


but abide cloſe by the place where the good Shep« 


Herd feeds his flock, and makes them to reſt ar noon, 
and do not turn afide after the flocks of nenne 
Cant. i. 7. 
3 — the handling of che duties of waſters of fa- 
milies, as ſuch, ull atierwards: Only, it ought to be 
their. care early to call their families together to pray 
with them, and praite God: and to caule them nile as 
| early this day as others. Let not your ſervants. and 
chiloten, waltc away this n.orping in ſleep and idleneſs 
but call hem op as early to God's work , a 
von do to your own upon other days 
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ally the maſters thereof, who on week days can riſe . 
betimes —— re — —— dat on the 
Lord's do ger in than ordinary, giv! - 
— hee + eaſe and reſt ? Is this te keep holy — 
the Sabbath day, thus to ſleep and loiter away the fir 
and chiefeſt part thereof? Is this the way to accom- 
pliſh the work of the Sabbath. to promote the glory 
of God, and carry on the work of your falvation ? 
of you have great work to do this day ; therefore riſe 
early to it, as the Iſraelites did to the beſieging of 8 
Jericho: They had been encompaſſing the city ix © I 
days before: but we are told, Jolh vi 15. Thbatow If 
the ſeventh day, they roſe early about the dawning of the © 
day, and compaſſed the city ſeven times: And io that 
day they became maſters of the city And, according 
to the beſt expoſitors, this ſeventh day on which the 
walls of fericho fell down, was the Sabbath. Now 
0 Chrittian, as the Ifraclites had 'the ſtrong walk of 
J-richo, ſo halt thou the ſtrong holds of fin to batter 
down this day: thou haſt theſe Canaanites to conquer, 
which would keep thee out of the promiſed land : 
Therefore imitate the Iſraelites, and riſe early this 

mor ding to your work: The walls are thick, your e. 

'  nenies firong : if you would expect then to conquer i 
on the Sabbath day, and triumph againſt night, _— 
that you bepin the ſiege early. 8 . 

And, if you would manage the work ſucceſsfully, 
you muſt ſer about, and carry it on conjurttly, as well 
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as ſeparately : by family prayer, as well as ſecret prayer | 
Arid ſee that all in the family attend family worſhip | 
_ this morning. Likewiſe, as occaſion offers, exhore © : | 
7 your children and ſervants to prepare themſelyes for | 
he the publick worſhip, by «he performance of ſecret du= = 
. tiss, particularly reading and prayer. When you are 1 
pray 9898 A - ; +, 
58 at meat this morting, ew by your holy ſpeeches, Il 
** that your minds are not forgetful of the work of the | 
oh day. Check playing and idle talking, both in chil- 
Tie dren and ſervants, and labour to engage them by your 
So example, to ſhew a more grave and ſerious air in their 
1 e t * 1 aa Ad an doo n » 3 
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Let as many of them as can be conveniently ſpared? 
accompany you to the public ardinances ; and ſuffer 
none of them to be abſent - therefrom, except in caſes 
of neceſſity. Remember the fourth command Thou, 
thy ſon, thy daughter, thy man ſe: vant and thy maid 
ſervant, and all within thy gates. Let not the grefling 
of meat for you keep ſervants from the houſe of ( "od 
this day; but ſee that you be able to ſay with Cor- 
nelius, (who feared the Lord with all his houſe; We 
are all here preſent before God— i bo children be 
young, yet bring them with you: for they are capable 
of getting good by the word ſooner than we are «+ . 
The ſcripture takes ſeveral times notice of little one 
in the folemo aff mblies, Deut VIX aft Ezra x. 1. 
Ads xxXi. 5. If we lay our children by the pool fide, 
Who knows how early the fpirit of God may help 
them in, and heal them? Take your families atongt 
with you to the church, leave them not behind you, 
to come ſtraggling to the church after worſhip is be- 
gun: nor allow them to Crop away before it be end» 
ed This is very undecent and Giſorderly ; you would 
| not allow them to do ſo with reſpect to your work, 
If you were going to the harveſt field, you would nat 
ſuffer them to come or go when they pleaſe ; No, 
you would oblige them all to be mY timeouſly ts 
come forth together, and fall to their work at once, 
and tarry till they looſed from work together : And 
ſhould you not be as much concerned for God's work, 
as for your own ; for the, buſineſs 4 _— as for 
the affairs of time? 
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Concerning aur going to the church. 


1 the next place, let me give. ſome advices relating 
to your behaviour in going to the church, proper 
eſpecally for you whoſe Hanks! ly ene remote 
from it. E 
Having dreſſed your 3 _ well as may be, ibis 
Morning, according to the foreſaid directions, go forth, 
watching, over your hearts and lenſes, baviog the 2 3 
I imprefion of God's ene upan Ef 
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- & morning, What a ſhining morning will that be, when 


* * 


that be takes ſpecial notice of all your thoughts, wordb 
and actions this daß. HL er 
If you walk in company with others, take heed to 


your words, that they be ſavoury and fuitable. O EY 


that people would guard againſt worldly diſeourſe int 
their going to the church (which very much diſcom- 


poſeth the heart for the public worſhip) and would 
_ talk of ſpiritual ſubjects, of the deſign and work of 


the day, and encourage one ' another to it ! How plea- 

fant would this be ! This was the antient practice of 
God's people, Zech viii 21. And we ſee how much 
David is taken with it, Pſal cxxii. 1. I was glad, 


' when they ſaid unto me. Lei us go into the houſe of 
the Lord; q d It was the moſt pleaſant found L heard 


all the week thro? to hear people encouraging one an- 


other to aſſemble to God's public worſhip in God's 


houſe, upon God's day. This to him was the moſt 
pleaſant journey ever he went ; he was aot backward 


| 10 it, he did not weary (f it; nay, it was the joy and 
life of his ſoul ; he: was glad of it. How few aman 


us are in this frame ! Alas! Iaſtead of it there — 
many in our day glad of any trifling excuſe to ſtay 
them at home, or take them away from the afternoon's 

If you live at fome diſtance from the church, and 


be tryſted with carnal company by the way, who ſa- 


your nothing but the world: it is beſt for thee to retire 


from them to thine own meditations, left thou be 


infected with their carnal and corrupt communications: 


For even a Peter, when he is converfing and 
warming his hands with the enemies of Chriſt, his 


heart turns ice cold and frozen to Chriſt his Maſter, 


till a love blink from the ſun of righteouſneſs thawed 


If better meditations offer not to thee by the way, ; 
\ ſhall furniſh thee with ſome very ſuriable from natu- 


ral things which are objects of your ſenſes. 


If it be in a winter morning thou goeſt out, when 


the ſun is but rifing, think, if one ſun make ſo bright 
Chriſt, with all his br: 
3 0 
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. How to ſpend the Morning 
| | through the clouds, when there ſhall de ay many ſins 


It ir be in the ſpring time, and when a plexſant rain 


© ers upon the graſs, that I may wax taſler in grace, and 


* 


| pavement of that glorious palace, where I ſhall enj 


of theſe that ſhall ſhine as the ſun in che kingdom of 


io ſincerity, and outward. in good works; downward 
- is humility, and upward in heavenly mindedneſe ! Let 
che deftrine of God's word this day drop on my ſoul, 


| ther, from praying to reading, from reading Ce 


Saviour and my All there : there is the place of my 
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as we ſee ſtars in a winter's night O fhalf Þ be one 


my Father ? | 


is falling upon the graſs and corns, think, The Sabbath 
ſhould be a grow day for believers. This day God is 
as the dew to Iſrael. O that my ſoul may gro w a» the 
lily, and sevive as the corn ! O that F may grow inward 


as the ſmall rain upon the render herb, andas the ſhow- 


ſtronger in faith and love. This day 1 ſhoul be going 
from ſtrength to ſtrength, according to Plal Ixxxiv. 
7. As the hee is buſy in going from flower to flower; 
n gathereth honey as the paſſetr; fo ſttould 1 this 
day go from duty to duty, from one ordinance to ano! 


412 * 


from hearing 0 meditating, {till gathering grace 
ſtrength as I go. | © | 7:6 
Doſt thou look to the heavens ? Think I have my 


everlaſting abode. Senſe tells me what the outſide of 
it is; yet that ſpangled roof over my head is but the 
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my eternal Sabbath, and my everlaſting reſt in Chri 


| boſom. O my ſoul yonder is Goſhen, the region of 2 
light; yoo twinkling ſtars, ſhining moon, and ffami 7 
ſun, are as but lanterns hanging out at thy Father's * 
houſe, to light thee, while thou walkeſt in the dark of 
: fireets of the earth. Little doſt thou kgow the glory, 1 
mirtb and joy that are within : O what are worldli * 
joys to them! O let my affections and deſires this day y 
mount thither, that this may be one of the days of hea» 1 
Aga, think, The Lord bath ſptead out the heaven 1 
as a curtain, Pſal civ. 2. and, notwithſtanding of its p 
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feed in it os Uay-: A N izaven then by.” N 
for me to lay np my tte fürs In, where bone £19 break - 

thre? and Reg 11 it fro me? . that r portion and | 

tres: e he there. : that where my EUR is, aces 

my heart =? ufo! _ 

Bolt thoa fee the aul? Thidk on the day when | 
Chat will r an, ora. tarp? wem; 4s be ent 
6p triu aphing in cog” to hzavea; ia tikz manner * 
tie mn A a0 n again. Are the helven of ſuch bright 
and pure marcer?” chile ga” the pariry af the” 58 
ans There. There iy 00 n, u, ant foot breath 
For zugute perſons in the hzzpeufy Jergalen, where 
the gares are of pearl; no protane lia“ | no uncdeah 

thing.ihall enzer there. 

Wen Yhic witke't oa the ground, think,” This 
ole earth is but dy Father's foatitqol, tat be hath 
ren ei O how ghrioas then muſt his 
EN e. Vet it is mine ia Cariſt X ain, this earth 

e Jok xvi 27. O ſhalt t be'fofootith 
5 kf ang, my hopes upon that Which hangs on no- 
r gaig, Wonfler at God's power and faich - 


Fe that, notwithſtanding it hangs 2 ball in the. 
p wy} 455 and hrth had many. dreadful 8 eben is, and 
hs | bets ich, rthguages withio it, yet God 
— th from ping gut of its, place gear theſe” 

. dme an wou tread . upon we. gra! latins has 
of elle "thereby to remember thy "fading life and 
oo niehering condition, every ſtep thou makeft, Ela. Al. 
. 6 All flech is grafs,. and death is comi : with his 
pal ſcythe to mow down this grafs:. And, tho* fome grafs 

1 _ eſcape the ſcythe in | ſomnaer, whea it ia fre aud 
pry, | green, yet the Winter frolt will 'wither jr 2way ; ſo, to 
2 vou e the ſeythe of death in the ſummer of your , 


bes- ,Jourh, yet the-wigter of old age will come and wither 


0 ; 
© Doſt thoo paſs: over 2 litrle brobh or rivdler iu the 
? Think, O if I could ſay this day with the pful- 
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| tg2 How depend Ihe Morning 
through the clouds, when there ſhall de ay many ſung 
as we ſee ſtars in a winter's night'® O ſhelf P de one 
RF 4 wing) ſhall ſhine as the ſan in che Kingdom of 
5 £1 ther: . $291 . : ; 333, 1 
215 5 be in the ſpring time, and when a plesſant rain 
is falling upon the graſs and corns, think, The Sabbath 
ſhould be a grow day for believers. This day God is 
as the dew to Iſrael. O that my ſoul may grow as the 
lily, and revive as the corn ! O that Fmay grow inward 
in ſincerity, and outward: in good works; downward 
is humility, and upward in heavenly mindedneſs ! Let 
the doctrine of God's word this day drop on my ſoul, 
as the ſmall rain upon the render herb, andas the ſhow- 
ers upon the graſs, that I may wax taſſer in grace, and 
ſtronger in faith and love. This day 1 ſhould be going 
from ſtrength to ſtrength, according to Pfal Ixxxiv. 
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; 5. As the hee is buſy in going from flower to flower; 
1 gathereth honey as the paſſetir; ſo ſtool” this * 
day go from duty to duty, from one ordinunee to ano- Lie 
ther, from: praying to reading, from reading to heariny vir ; 
from hearing 10 meditating, ſtill gathering grace and c i © ee 
ſtrength as I gov | © - Go EET EG — 
Doſt thou look to the heavens ? Think I have my prone. 


Saviour and my All there; there is the place of m 
= eyerlaſting abode. Senſe tells me what the ourfide of 
it is; yet that ſpangled roof over my head is but the 
| pavement of that glorious palace, where I ſhall enj 
my eternal Sabbath, and my everlaſting reſt in Chr: 
boſom. O my ſoul yonder is Goſhen, the region of 
light; yoo twinkling ſtars, ſhining moon, and flami 
ſun, are as but lanterns hanging out at thy Father's 
| houſe, to light thee, while thou walkeſt in the dark 
ſtreets of the earth. Little doſt thou kgow the glory, 
mirth. and joy that are within : O what are worldli 
joys to them! O let my affeQtions and defires this day 
maunt thither, that this may be one of the days of hea- 
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think, The 
Plal civ. 2. and, notwithſtanding of irs 
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* 1 read." upon the'grafs'? Tim bos Gl 
alle 


* er r. Dig." K , 


ſe de . Wet Jr's. ant, nat "882 Bolz 5 to be 
feed in it to this day. 1s bo, lizaven hed 4 als plies 
for me 10 lay b my tee ute In, ere hof? in bei 
thro? "ant Neff it fran me? that T P5ixion and 
tre ate | he there : har where my Heauie 53; vacrp 
my heart abe Alo 

Boſt bn ler ths Youle? Thidk on the day when 
Chriqt will ren i. an. ore ein? taem,; as he Sent 
ob triu ap) "ng i ma yoo to Haven in Hs mer 
he In al aon 4 35 in. re che hetven: of such Is gut 
and pure mitckt? thitk 15 the Paeiey bf ene 58 
ancs Theredf. There iy uo %u, u an foot breath 


Fot zugute perſots in the "heavenly Jerudkle u, era 


the gares are of peu; no protage ian? aua heap 
a * enter there 
. er uakeft on the — think: Pris 
whole carth iy but ty Father's foatitgdl, cat be hath 
ven ae dot oh : © how cons. then, muſt bis 
alage V yet it is mine a- Cn Xgain. this earfh 
hogs y on q9thing, Joh xyni 2. Oat be lo focht 
— YON my hopes -apon that which han; on no- 
Agua, wonderat God's power and faith - 
Senad that. Lee it bangs a ball in the 
4 ond _ had many., dreadful tempeſts apon it, and 
rthguakes within it, yet God bath ke it 
ut of i « gs gear theſe” ix, 


E 9 1 remember thy fach life and 
* condition, every ſtep thou makeft,* Ifa. AI. 
Alt fleh is grafs,, and death is-comiag "with tis 
Lk to mow dawn this graſs: . And, tho fome grafs 
_efcape the ſcyrhe in ſonar, whea it a feln ad 
-green, yet the Winter froſt will 'wither ir away; (o, cho“ 


Jouth, yet the rwinter of old age will aud wither 
you. 

Doſt thou palg over à little brovt or cn 
way ? Think, O if I could lay this day with the pful- 


malf, Plal Ad. hy 2. 4s 7 * * after the WAA 
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ou eſcape the ſeythe of death in the ſumm AT your , 
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a "194 "How to ſpend the Morning. © 


- ter brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O Ged; — 
| 7 thirfleth for God, for the living God; "ip * 
1 ſhall Leome and appear before God? 5 T 
1 Doſt thou go up an aſcent ? Think, the way to hea 
dei all up the bill, Pfal. xxiv. Lord, ſtreogthen me 
= ds Kyodo fliding back. O that | 

"I y ma N to God : | 
may bedeſcending —＋ g bare | up 


BY 
B thou behold the ſea ? Wonder at the ebbiy di 
a flowing of it, and at God's power and nt ST v1 


that ſets reſtraining bounds to it. How 


| that power, that makes it to flow 20 foot make it 1 
200 foot? and ſo it would overflow our i * } 
jacent co; 2 n commands it * 
| B86 \ 
| MD at, 
„ 
ö | ogers ; | * 

her rowers ; faith _ 
| the helm : bell «| 
- in midſt ; the 6. | 
_ graces are writ is the We 
wind that 3 - 
that carries the haven of eternal 5 
upon no other 2 
Chriſt 0 liver- dc. 
the ſea. in a dark "of 

often ; | My 


EEE go 
of death ; ſo it ma 
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ſgalemabove our chief joy Let us do in a 
what Simon  Magcabeys 
threg years labour took ook down the top of mount Acra 
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Dot it rain upon thee while the fun is ! 
Thick, if the lun of God's countenance ſhine on mes 
I may be well content to be wet with ſome rain of 
aflichon ; mne en F 
whatioever. 

Arr thou drawing, neer: tothe church ? Then pus 
up {ome fervent ejaculations and prayers for God's 
bieſſing and preſence - Soy as Abrabam's ſervant did, 
u hen he came 0 the well of water near the city, Gen 
xX 12 0 Lord God, 1 pray thee ſend me g 
. ſpeed this day Let me not miſs my er rand; let it 
««"oc the day when ſalvation mall come to my heart and 
. houle ; let ar be the day of my new birth, the day 


+ when my hard beat will be broken; let it be a day 


oO be bad in everlaſting remembrance. ——As 1 am 


3 drawing nigb 10 thy houſe, Lord draw nigh to my 
++ foul. and let me have a meeting with thee this day. 


« 18 thou art to knock at the doors of my ſoul by the 
* hammer of thy word this day, Lord, come and make 

* patem. doors for. thylelf, and command hy loving- 
„ kingreſs to break in. Lord open my eyes. that I 
n ay lee the wonders. of thy law ; open my ears, that 
* | may hear the charming vaice of the Son of God 3 
open my heart, that the king of glory may enter ing 
ind open wy. lips that my mouth a_y bew forth 
« ipy pril... | 

Doli thou come withio fight of the church? Let 
hy heart rejoice ig fee. Jexvſalem a quiet habitation, 
Ad pray tha God may ſtill create a cloud of — | 
upon, every dw eling place in mount Zion, and upon all 


ber aſſemblies ; and that the mountain of the Lord's 


boaſe may be exalted above all mountains. We ought 

to be much concerned for the church, and 22 
rit 

did in a natural, who, wi 


uſalem, th.t.no hill ther compete in heigh 
—_ remple 2 80 grin the — a 
mountain of ſecular interglt vail ering | 
nnn 


2 ww "bw » to ſpend the Morning 


| irawaken your granude- and! thanktutvels,”'rHar" 50 
are not in his cafe, and be in-yours 5-804 thi yow are 
not \bepging froar bis, intteadiof tix-begging frem you, 
Hearken; how i teme beggarsl are; with 
bat warm and feeling expreſhons do they plead ? 
* they uhecover their fores; aud ſhew'their' makkidies, 
and ulſe all methods to move our conpeſhons-:'' when 
we think to put them off with excuſes or retuſala * 
they follow us, and by their importtnity, draw an 
ſrom us: Then think with yourſelf,” O- wtiy de nor I 
thus with God t why” ans id Careleſs in kek 
alms of mercy: from him? id nt my need + than 
any beggai?s'? is not the aims l am ſeeking tar better: 
1 = ihe fuloeſs and pit y of the Giver inſinitely more 5 
and ſhall I be ſo formal and liſeleis in prayer? Ir was 
| a good counſel of one, chat bade prop Jearn to pray 
of beggars: 
As ii is one 6f ths doties of this day to make col - 
LeRions,/ and befrow/aline- for the relief of the'poor ; 


ſo you would: take heed that yuu' per form this duty in 


the right manner, chat you do it het for the prailt of 
men, but for the glory of God, Pray Y thie your aims 
may be perfumed by the incenſe of Chriſt's merits, 
| that they may be à ſweet: imelling ſacrifice unto God, 
Would you have & bountifuFaims from God this day: 
then give liberaily to bus poor. Remember Chrilt's 
che is upon you, and woticath from heaven whar every 
one caſts inot bis poor this day, as well as Ke — 
the poor widow's Calling in her wo mites into the 


treaſury, when he was here upon earth. Fho# you 


have not much to yourſelf, yet you are bound to give 
ſome what; ard, if it de given in finceriry; God will 
| graciouſly accept of it, the it be but two 'mites. He 
— will never break you, nor walte your fubſtanet, 
but rather increafe u, and obtait u bleſing 
I pity thoſe milerable you who wünt not "mhbjey to 
tipple and drink nb det vet * ti beſtow 
Nr | ö 


Do you fee a poor man bepgiog by the way? Let 
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he ound thing propoſods whos bes 5 = 
222 in time ne - 
when we enter into the church. 7 (27 6 i 
1 Keen thy foor|'when then goelt ioto the D 
| God, Reel - v 1. e Look to your affections, which, are 
the feet of the ſou}, by which men ge to Gd, a _ . i 
walk or converſe with Fumly believe, and con- | 
ſtantly remember, 1 eye is very mach, on youn | 
behaviour while you are in his houſe Therefore in wwe 
tabetnacle, which way the place of public worſhip 
— In, XA 3 1 


you, i you worthip him kincerely and fainkfollys | 
_ 32dly,: An eye of indignation, :Jer wi. 10 to bring 
wrath on yon, if you approach God-irreverently, wer- 
ſhip him carcleſly,- and pofune bis day. Now, you 
may be aſſured-of it that God is 28 jealous of his 
courts under the Goſpel as he was under the Jaw, and 
Goth take fpecial notice of his people's behaviour 
there]; for he telle us. Where two or ihre are gathered 
in his mme be is in the midſt of them, Matih xvii. 20. 
As you ought to have: a kvely ſenſe of God's om · 
1 you enter Gad s heuſe, ſo you ought 
to = awful im pte ſſons — God's * 1040 
h you come, and u deep of your 
wilaeſd and utwanbinels to-apacar before him: And - 
"ng . culations r 


een 


= " 198 15  DiveBlions concer 

WE . tance in Chriſt Jeſas I de not mean — 
ſand 18. as ſome do) to privat 9m 46 in a public 

way; as the phariſees-did of old in the ſynbgogues, ro 

de ſeen of men for which our Saviour vepoves them, | 
Mat vi 5, 6: telling us, that ſecret prayer ſhould ö 


de practiſed (as ſome do) When. the congregation: is 
employed in other worſhip : for this were a confound- 
ing-of-worfhip, ond unacceptable to him ho is the 
Dre plaialy reproved by the apoſtle ; 
1 Cor xiv" Alas ! it dg to be lupefted of many that 
do ſo that theſe are all the players they uſe on Sab - 
— g for preparing themſelves or their fami- 
lies for the — wotſhip. Bat; if you come in before 
worſhip' be begun, I is very proper you have: your 
| privae ejculomons and be difting up your thoughts 
to heaven in a private manner; and, when 8 
ſet don in ſeats, ſee if yoube! able to give a 
fatisfying an to that᷑ queſtion the Lord 250 7 
„1 King xix 43: Whattiolt chow 
fay'/ Lord, I have come, at — ar | 
- *0 the place where thy bhononr dwelleth, to the 
e where thou uſeſt to tryſt with the people, that 
bo 'mighir "meet wih thee, and get a glimte of thy 
* countehance ? Alas ! it is much to be 
— many come to church, chey: eacinot cell for, vihee 
end, like theſe Epbeſians mentioned Acts ux 321 The 
re part knew not whereface they were come togethett. 
They come for ang and they ordinarly go away 
vith not hing. Mu - de ter ) 388 r 271 wen" 


o meet with God. 
aud get quickning to your ſouls, look to the frame of 
Jour heorts, ſet — to hear God's word, and 


cob did of Bethel, Gen xvii 16.1 e 
it in ti poco! Nis is 
dans other but the — Ged, andthe gate ee 


performed: in a ſectet manner. And far leis ſhould bis 


age. 
nave 


ablichaoar ide 
8 25 


caring, 4 We . ths 


gates « of death, N 
3 great Judge of the — 4 
8 II. Study to de at the be 


that 
you may be able to ſay 


timing 20 ig 
Cornelius, Py x 33: 
| Now we are all here preſent before God. to bear 


things, that are commanded thee 6 od, Taink not that 


> leQture or \(ef 


miſs the prayers 
— "miſs 32 you have n 
Sod by * whole day's preaching. 


to exp. 


it is by t 


| fied to you, and you are p 
can the word do you, if God bleſs it not'to you ? 

and how can you look for'the bleſſing, if you come 
not to ſeek it? lt is not the D cofir. by age or- 


dinance, to negle& another. te of coming f 


and frivolous excuſes do many ſtay back from the p 
blick worſhip, or linger in coming to it? A little du- 
nels, a little 15 
the means of falvarion.' 'You that cannot bear ihe 
word, or come in time to God's worſhip for a little 
cold now, conlider what an aheration there will be 
in hell; there it will be hot enough, and you ſhalf not 
_ have liberty of hearing. Did the cold hinder you? 
there the heat ſhall puaiſh you for it, Doth a little 
rain or ſnow keep 24 at home, when Chriſt is calling 
on . to receive him? How then will you endure that 
horrible tempeſt, which he will rain on goſpel flighters 
2 flood of kindled brimſtone that will gever ceaſe. 
uench. 
"UL. When you firſt ſee the miniſter this day io the | 
| — bow welcome thould I make hin 
ad 


W r 


* 


_ 


are in Gs if you win 0 x 
Nh N that went defore for, 1 ; 


o be 
offenfive to God, ſtumbling to 1 chriſtiae, and 
| injurious to our own fouls. Alas ! upon what ſmall | 


ſnow « or cold, will detain them from- 


means of the publick prayers that the word 12 | 
prepared for it; and whit 
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erni 
s ciliation ts A \periſhiog 1 world ? 50 nge 15 
1 to us rhis day, * thy 22 f 

4 ſa with an olive branch of ez af 9074 
« pet of 1 war in their mouths ?”. .Confi derin S Boys 
erated rebellic ons a1 provocations, it might Rave Gol 
YZ ed we ſhould have had a fearful Fa” "Ten 
=” us. like that of the flyiag ogy, Rev. . | | 
3 "vo 10 the inhabitanis. of the ek 2 1 But, ME oe] 

| « this, we bave.that ſweet weſfage i ia Iſa. b t renew- 
He, every que that thirfleth, come to fo Peter and 
e that hath no, eng come, buy, &c and that in 
7 by the, wie ked for ſake 75 way, and. the, unrighe 
mans. his thoug "4 ang let bin return, 7 
42 be wil ave mercy. upen bim, 8e . 22 N 
ere How th ter hol ow cafe, if we v. | 
reat /alvation ? 
Ws ody tai be devaut, and reed ia the 1 

both as to the frame 


75 Lak rend 
2 of your body. It was sf 


this end Fix 3 ont ir, a ear 
| ahe word, and your beart on God, Awe. our hear its 
0 2 holy reverence, by viewing the W and 05 
er af ings Gog whom, you. worlhip, and reo 12 
| ticles of majeſty ; . ſo did the plalaiſt. Pra Jens 
Ts 8. Mbo in heauen can be compared t fot by Lies 1- 75 
yi 741 is greatly to be feared in the ene 
ſaints. Ke —0 Lord Gd Hoſts, whois 1 ber! 
| 2 unte iber &. Make a AS with your 965 
* that they gaze not . in ipying your ;peighbpurs 
| * _cloaths and geſtures. A gadding eye js the ready 
1 way to make a wandring heart. The devil hath many 
ohje cis to tempt and divert us; wy let men looſe their 
eyes, and then away. goes the Make a cqvenant 
with your eyes this day, that 8 . with 
_ficep, nor wander after yani 85 ho 9 Ibm 
 mihout the heart profiteth little, yet the, worthip of 
our bodies is not to be wholly lighted : God hath a 
night ie the adoration of our bodies as well az our ſoul 
for Chriſt ſuffered for both. Cor; vi, 20. Aud we 
fad Chrilt cod the ſaints in the * 1 
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| There is nowbing that Satan dr. at . more, than to 


reat deſign is, to render 
Alen, becauſe by it the 


Aad tas IK 


_ reckoned a 2 mean to engage the Atteations, pre- 


vent  drowkneſs, and help the memory afterwards ; 
an ſome have found it very refreſhing and edifying a 
loag ſime after, to be looking over what they had 


W ifitien. But eſpecially it is proper for young people N 


to learn and uſe Ihie way of wri 
VII. io & ſpecial a RE beed to the word' 
that ſuits your cafe, and molt canceras your fouls :; 


| particularly, to that ward that diſcovers the fofulnes 
and vileneſs of a poor ſoul by nature ; and to that 


word that points out the miſery of the anbeliever, and 
that ſhews the ** was of th : the terror "of 


He its Nack par tyres yo. Bag to that ward 
chat ſhews your inability to help yourſelf out of your 
milerable ſtare to that word that diſcoyers your 
need of Chriſt, and his excellency, fitneſs and ſuitable- | 
net for you ; and to that word that comes cloſe home 
to your conſcience, and tells von, as Nathan did Da- 
. vid, Thon 6 ent weak boſs Bader then 


e and for ene e vb: Ca, 


"Take — aoetlh 
$ hs, your dtc iu hid” idole;, Twike 
| charge 1 gety out. Unclewn, ane. While 
— he . a” ought to ple vou nis, and 
eſpecially your 8 laſſs, in the” front bf ire wur 
die (wu Uriah) I to de faib, vnd ſay, bb 
2 er theſe ſmob ih Menge taken our of the do of the 
„ {ab@uary be *thr6Wh yy cid ebe powerful = 
* hand, Thar rHey may Bal ety Intl the forte of = 
= thefe 'uncircun;ciſed ones, o their utter ruin 'and 
& geſtion.” And O ir were happy, if, / While” the 
word doth touch vir fins, bur hearty were melted n 
Peter's, and moved te go tome and werp bitterly. 
what reaſon have "We to weep, when' we eur 62 
- boundleſs marcy which "we hade deſpiſed; the darch. 
_tefs miſery which we have ele: ved, 'the"fofitiire” Ive 


which we - aud the” rightedus ia wikich 


we have trangrefſed'! 
VIII. 2 8 Hearing with ala, Jae : 
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*poinks/ Garde. 
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| * That the word is his, and 

i8 not man's, 2. Thar be — * you' ip particular, js 

if he meoticned'you by vate aud n 1 * 
*reproofs ind thteathin by . 
belong to your oeighbovr, to you 


dangerous ſtratagem of the devi 500 Toh 

But let every man open his eat, and hear What the - 
Spirit faith to him, and apply the word 
to pimſelf; for the beſt 


n 


ter that ever vas malle 
up, can do no nar og be Applied, ' Belifre 


_ that what the Lord ſpeaks to vou p his 
nud certain ; F wh his Gould: is is holy, 
5 int his Ihreatnings Will be ii y execute, 1 
rag romiles ſairbFully accom lied. It is for « 
of ah that'the word Toth det protic.” If but as much 
1 were giveld 10 the divine teltimony and Word of 
God, as we' give 10 human teſtimony and the ritt 1 | 
men, the ward would have more ccely' and 
f E in bach gh the mot part. r ** 
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„ 1. - Who fr dumb in the congtegation, 
tuckt "tongues to the roof of their mon: Think 


Volke e an ade Ges abe Samer, and mid the I 
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evil, 
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the ſeedd of the word as ſoon if we be nt 
eare ful to hide n in Thereſche it ina good 
help in time f hearing, 40 be den [recalling nd we 
in 3 — —— 


whih ee hour u head bat once, und ind ne s 
wpoen N till ane l fer mon be done, we are fair to loſe it. } 


| quake 


Neu ae 4 fas, 
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fn 1 


rs are nike, Val. nie as — 


Teng pals ſonic bes. without 8 


their 


bot wis work below che — — 3. — 23 
fog wabeatty; tots) Jha kad 
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you would fing as you can 2. 


| abe Gogiog 


4 *y Ps by 
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s ſelves bovine tmns, meg I ficoddo!>o 


_ at the cloſe. before the Plamls .be. ſung. W 


ing that it may ce down. upon vs 88 it * y. Wi 
if we believingly lock up to him, chat commands the 
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0 


the Pſalms be over ot riſe and 


472 


- 


now whole-diſcights who de ſo they are 
not Chriſt's but r Chaſt ſang de 


vun on the back of the communion, Mat zavi. 30. 


all che difciples were preſent bat Judas, that ſupt out 


—— . 
ſweet a duty, it was firſt to betray hig r. and 

then to bang himſelf. O the take warning, 

Jodas's example no-more. * eilig rags nh 

XI Let none go forth before: pronounceing 

God allows gone, great or-{majk; ro«go-oat 

fore his worlkip be ended; 3 eaple 


vow 


y 
eurſe. Wherefore bo us tay the. blefiag, — reverent · ä 
I; ſtand up (as the,congregat/on of Iſatel did, 1 Kings 


vin, 14.) . receive. our ſhare is it, hoping and pray 


1 


11 8 Zion, even life for evermore.* 
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Concerning oor. behaviour. dee, ſermons.” 


AVIN OGC tigiſhed the work of the, forenoon, 
youmult..take: cane how 500 'diſpole. of your» 


1ſt, K tbe.intermuſſon be ſomewhat, loag, and; your 


2 houſes dear band, then xętire ſo them medit ating up- 


on what you have heard, and fixing the convictions and 


directioas into your- 5 beware of worldly -poughts 


© and beg God's bein do improve. what you 
3 8 


dr words 


the Vary. 
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hows, ga 19 fecpet prayer, 
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1 dly, Eat ſparingly betwi xt ſermons, leſt ir dull your 
its. 


| and fee that your diſcourſe in tive rhereof'be GIO 


to the day. " | PE ® i 6 


"qthly, "if ties allow, 'negte not to call your fin- | 


ide her for the worſhip of GO hb 
 *+thiy, If you have any time to be alone, ſpend it fru 


ally in reading praying or meditating ; let not a mo- 


ment of it de Jet Either think on hat you have been 
* draw ſpiritual inſtructions from what 


you hit by the fire and ſee the ſparks wa 


think. Man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly upward,” | 
Job v. 7 Sm hath filled my ſhort life wich tr 


« but b be God, that I am this day invited to 
«ts J Geh, e e for a 
* and ſorrow. 

Boll thou fee x ſpider in the window weaving cun- 
ning webs to catch the filly fly D think, Satan _ 
® cu enemy is doing the like for my 
Seeſt thou how the ſpider- hides len in 


once the fly be intangled, and My cet nds 
| and drag. it into its hole? 80 doth the devil ly in 
** wait till once ſinners be caught into his ſnares, and 


_ « then be lays on them, and hales them away to hell 


F 


with him.“ Again, think how painfully and curi- 
oully the ſpiders weave their cobwebs to catch flies, 
never confidering that, before their prey be caught, both. 


they and their webs may be ſwept down by tbe beſom 


| nnd trode in the duſt. What is this but a lively em- 


blem of the curious which ſome frame for gain- 


ing the worid ? What are they elſe but a taking great 
| Pains to catch a fly? and oft, before it be caught, 
death comes with his beſom, and ſweeps them and their 


ſine projects down in the grave altogethr ; Fot in 
that day 


and 


uſing all means this day 10 wia Chriſt ! 


a is amen ſus rive — — 
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r ans 
and pardon your failings in his-fervice! git 7s ben 


indiſpoſe' you for the ufternoon' word ; 


all theic thoughts periſh, Plal cxlvi — 9 
O how wiſe are the ſouls, who are laying our ull their -- 
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| houſe 16 which you can 7: 897 WPI 
mons, then improve your time as w 1 2 


Le in qhe church. er match ge, by; reqdipgs; me- 


| ly adapted 
never 2 word of it among them « 
n deaf or f{ceping all the time: ut no; | 
word out of the miniſter's mgatb, ba re 
4. wocld id in | 
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wes 2 2 * 
„ or herr gems this HE, by 
uf. A ſtiicg. 3 1 
ful, i id be done to fatiafy' eurighty. 19 rt” * 
1 off tho time; ts vous e on pho: 2 
ich i forbidden onthe Lord's dey. But 2 
| tat we may know! how it fares: Bead - 4 
home or ab rs ne per our hearts,. ſuit- 4 


"ably affected with che caſe of Zion, vw in was, with Ne- 
+ hemiah, Neh. i. 3. I aſted them concorning the. Jews, 
. and concerning em; I fay, in chat cafe wh cat 
ſalt for heobu the our concern for the kingdom 
Chri# w the world, and h 2 
with matter both of prayer and praiſe, Ou 
Des oro — co rh impraves, will be 
- far from vnframing the fpirit for the duties - : 
Sabbath, that we may reap much ſpirizual advantage . 
from them. Let us therefore. take dare tl make 2 . 

| ſpiricnah improvement of the neus vn hear te dy 3 

. Goth power; metcy and juſtioꝶ m be * 
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the works of erenten, Dot thou | 
makes thee glad ? fer it excite thee co bleſ (God for the 
ſweet guſpel ne vs of Chriſt's voming to ſave loſt innere, 
Which thou huft been heariag this day Let ãt put thee 
in wind whit lat tichugs it will be to a beliover to heat 
the ſound of dre laſt wumpet, aud the abſolving ſen» 
tene of Chriſt his udge— HDoſt thou hear of :the. 
tagingteontentions, diviſions and confuſions that ave 
in the world? Letiit mind these of the bleſt agreement 
und harmony that is among the ſaints and angels above. 
—Doſt thou hear of bloody wars and rumours of 
ats? Remember the day is at hand O believer, ben 
thou ſhalt be heuſed with Chriſt the prinde of peace, 
where there is nothing but perfect peace, union and 


E 2 an  * 
But, in caſe you fit or walk alone betwixt ſermons 
in the church or church yard, you may either thin 
upon what you have been hearing, or meditate wport 
your latter end, vhich the graves you ſee aad tread 
on, loudty call you to. Think how one generation 
comes, and another goes Our ſathers had their day apo 
the ſtage, und dhey wwe gone off to make room for usy 
now we have our day apon the ſtage, but in little 
we maſt yo of alſo, «nd give place to the — þ 
generation. As ve draw ſome upan the ſtage the 
do thruſt us off it again, and we muſt ſhortly he laid 
with dur fathers —— Again, think what a mortifyiag 
ſight is before your eyes; there lyes the rubbiſh ofa 
thouſand Generations. What is the whole world al- 
moſt, but #heap'/of graves and dead mens bones? Mu 
- of the ground we now tread en, as well as theſe gras. 
Vas once living; ſo that we plougbh up and dig through 
 onr forefathers, and muſt ſhortly turn earth ourielves © 
to bory our poeſterity. What 'canſe have we then 0 
be he e? We are made of the ſame metal with the 
ground \. walk on; God's hands have. -kneaded our 
dodies of the fame clay vn orhers, and his ſngert 
will crumble” us again imo the ſame duſt Let ds 
- abbor pride, for this: piece of -groutdbowilt-lay us all 
. . foot ol · air dot 


8 
W 2 
Fe »% " 


* - — 
6 news that -- 
- 


8 
i - contain us while we live, ſo fix foot of earth here will 
fuffice us when we are dead ; and why ſhould we boaſt 


of any earthly enjoyments? What is it we value our» 
ſelves upon? Is it our high extract? Ah J the worms 


fore man, Gen i. Do you value y ves for your 
riches ? remember both the poor and you ſhall ly down 
- In the duſt together, and the worms ſhall cover you 


2s good duſt as the body of a King ; the grave duſt of 


hs WO aaa apa 
| Concerning the aſternoon worſhip. 
HEN the time for the afternoon's wortip is 


come, fee that ye return again to it in due 

dime; think not the half of the day enough for the 
ſervice of God; remember the whole day is his : Your 
ſouls neceſſeties alle 


any of the meeting of God's people in the fi 


as many in the country do) conſider what a ſhrewd 
it is, that you have little good the forenoon, 


| ry may be the 9 
i yore „ the ſpirit, who blows 
did vouchafe a gale, which might ba 
frozen heart ; it may be, then the w 


have as noble an extract as we ; nay. hey re of ga ale. | 
er family and riſe, for every creeping * was made be- 


Ds Sas 


- alike, Job xxi 26. Nay, the body of a beggar makes 
waar ſweet as the other, there it makes 


W400 ney wv 


and unbelief : So you that withdraw from 


have reaſon to fear plagues upon your ſouls, You that 
p vey unneceſſarily from the afternoon's worſhip, 


FR 


pa 7 


of Baptiſm and Burials 
veglecting ſuch an opportunity, what do you know 


if ever he vouchſafe ſuch another gale to you all your * 
life again? 3 


As for your carriage during the afternoon's wor- 
ſhip, I refer you to the foregoing direQions ; for they 
uit the afternoon, as well as the forenoon . 
Oaly there are ſome few things more I would mind 


nn 4 [tet 
Is If there be ſick perſons who defire the aid of your 


prayers ; as you ought to ſympathize with them, fo 
you ought alſo to remember God's goodneſs to you, 


that preſerves you in health, when others are toſſed 
on ſick beds: that allows you to ſing his ptaiſes, while 


others are groaning with pains ; that gives you liber- 
4y to attend-his ordinances, when others, better than 
you, are detained therefrom. N 

II. If baptiim be adminiſtred after ſermon then 
take theſe directions concerning your carriage on that 
occaſion. iſt, Beware of removing before it is over as 


many do, for this acgues bath a contempt of Chriſt's 


ordinance, which he hath ſolemaly inititute for his 
church's good, and want of charity to the perſons to 
be baptized, in that you will nor ſtay to pray for them, 
or recerve them into the communion of the vikble- 


church: As alſo, it ſheweth that you have little re- 


gard to your own fouls, in that you tutn your back 
upon ſuch an excellent mean of edification as this is. 
Lou that are guilty this way, beware of it for the fu- 
ture. Conſider what an irreverent and unbecoming 
thing it would be, if all would do as you do: And, 


do you not tempt others by your example, to go off, 


with you? 


| in infancy. Remember whoſe 
name you bear, whole. livery. you wear, and whoſe- | 
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colours ye are ſworn. te: And be humbled ſur your 
manifold pollutioas, your falling ſhore of the grace 
of baptiſm, and walking contrary to your ſolemn vaws 
Examine what fruits you reap from your baptilm, and 
| If you have got your intereſt in —_ of ſin, ſancti · 
fuyiag grace, and other bleſſings ſealed to you in n 
lacrament, cleared vp and ſecured: And try if ye feel 
the efficacy of Chriſt's blood, repreſented and applied 
in that ordinance, melting your hearts, [cleanſing you 
from fin, and quickning you to holineſy. I ſhall 
no more ia this place concerning our improving. a 
our baptiſm, nor of the duties of parents who preſent 
their children to it, nor of theſe who are witneſſes: 
ſeeing | have handled theſe points pretty fully in my 
Sacr-ental Cathechiſm, to which the reader is referred. 
III If you be called after the diſaniſkog of tbe can- 
- gregation, and before you return home, to attend be 
— any of your deceaſt neighbours, let your 
words and carriage be grave, and. ſuitable to the e- 
caſion; abbor that levity and frothineſs which many 
ſhew at fuch occafiuns. When you draw nigh, and 
ſee the open grave, think, God is caubog. the grave 
to open irs Mouth, to warn me of my latter cad, und 
to tell me, that I mult ly there ere long When yau 
ſee the bones ſcattered about the grave's mauth, in 
fearful-confufion, think, My ſkull and bones will 4 
thus lying and trampled on in a ſhon-time, and wi 
not be diſtinguiſhed from the bones of others; and 
whar folly is it for men to be lifting up themſelves and 
deſpiſing others now i When: you hear the daleful 
murmur that is made by the ſkulls and clods of earth 
ſtriking upon the coffin, think with thylelf, chat it 
| Jounds forth thele words, Remember thaw muſt die, 
 "cenfider thy latter end-—When you fee the grave filled 
up aud covered with earth, and people departing from 
it, think, Thus will 1 be carried out, and left alone 
by all my friends; and there will be none to bear me 
company in this dark cell, but the worms, who will 
fealt themſelves oa me, without any to binden dhe - 
Od be always hamble and mindinl of deatb4; - + _ | 
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| Laſtly, Les ook the 
«Taſty, 16.08 ie Nes . o your ago 


the avs of my appointed time, till n wy change came. . I 


| exerciſes and meetings of God's people. 1 acknow- 
| ledge, tamily duties and ſeeret duties are lik rat wk 


and it js well when matters ate o ordered, that | prod iet | 
s day, | 
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eee and 4 Pwigh, 


2 = no looner is the dead igt 
and the grave filled vp again, but all, their 


e that your be Ia 
ing: 80 away thinking, | may be the nex; for who 
the 45 may be opened : Therefore 7 will wait a 


TV itt ie be any publick worthip, lecture, 128 
chiſing, ot, repetizion of the lermons this 
let all, who can, attend the lame: For as mu 21 
Lord's day, as can be, ſhould be ſpenr in the public 


be performed, and time malt be allowed 


and private duties do not interfere on the Loi 
but, whenever they ſeem to do it, let it be obſerye 
AS A rule 10 

ihe publick ; fax i it is one chief cod of fetti 


day, ſolemaly to acknowledge God, and 
; mblics and meetings of She 


ank, whe affer 
 Congerpiing ber behaviour after publict nts. 


FEIE MEL 
Caps whhe hind hin to ſhew what is 
ablick worſhip is over. 


wee upon the ſermons you have hear 
2 2 wy 57 or, Deut . 18 ace gies 


m4 after the p rl 
2 de going home in 3 with = 


10 lay op od's words in your heart, 
them when you walk by the way. We ſos 
"Ch 's Hearers talk'd of the word by the way, Luk 
xxiv 3: 2 Did * our f * Loren 2 while 
ened te us . iure: w this is raQtice 
2 w o je the Jt places, tho I fear dae f is 
Ine of this fort ho nary among us. Inltead of 


u, 16 A* * wk ** * benz home, 
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- of this «a | the pther perſon. they uw in the church, 
or ſpake with about worldly affairs 3 

II. If you have not occafion for converſe, then 
meditate upon what you have heard through the day, 


Pla Ii 10 God bath ſpoken once, yea twice have, I 


 Seard it, Iaith the plalmiit, I bat which God ſpeaks, 
| you. ſhould go oper it again in your thoughts, and 
| -chew the cud upon it. Let it continue xe the ringin 
of bells ſounding in your ears after the bells are ceaſe 
It was a good anſwer that one, comi 1. from church 
gave to another that aſked him, J 7 ſermon Was 


done? ** Nay, (ſays he, the congregation is Gimailſed, 


| © bur 1 hope the ſermon is not done.” 


III. You may alſo be furviſhed with other occafo- D 


nal meditations very ſuitable to the day, from the things 


you may ſee by the way.—Doſt thou ſee the clouds 


turning black, and threatning rain, which cauſe thee 
to mend thy pace and haſte home ? Think, ſurely 
afflitions are mercies to Ggd's people ; they, like a 
black cloud, cauſe them to mend their pace, and Jon 
to be home at their Father's bouſe. If our ſun ſn 


always, ſhine with unclouded beams, we ſhould not 


make ſuch haſte : Should we find tob much friendſhip 
za our inn, and kindneſs in our pilgrima e, we — 
be fair to forge our ' Father's bouſe, Nen 
above. . 

Doſt chou ſee the ſun decli ining, ad b down 
10 aight? think, The ſun's motion is very ſwift, tho 
inſenſible in the mean time : He runs maby thouſand 


miles in an hour, and flies with incredible ſwiftnels 


about the earth, carrying our time about with him; 
| fo we {tho* the molt part be inſenſible of it] are fly- 
ing as faſt to the grave. O then, ſhould nat our bal, 


de poſting as hard from fin and wrath to Chriſt our 


City of refuge? Dolt tho fee the fan ſetting, and the 
darkneſs — on ? It bath a voice to thee, the day 
of thy life poſteth to an end, the dark night of death 


comes, when thou muſt ſet in the grave : O! fee thou- - 
* work 0 W 
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| and thy day ended ; for when the night cl wg 
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"after the r publick worlbig. 


can work; there is no repentance in the grave. 

Is the ſky clear at the fan ſetting fo that it 
ſicates a fair morning next day? Think upon the 
death of an upright man, rhe latter end of that man is 
peace. O believer, the evening of thy day ſhall be ſe- 


rene, and thy fan ſhall ſee without clouds ; The morn-. 


ing of thy reſurrection ſhall be bright and thy eternĩ · 
ty for ever glorious. No wonder then, tho” Balaam 
wiſhed to die the death of the righteous, _ to have 
his laſt end like his, 

Is it in the winter time that you are going home, 


| when the ſky may be full of ftars ? confider how glo- 


rious the manſon of the ſaints muſt be, fince that be- 
ſpangled roof is but the flaor or pavement of their 
palace; yet that is my home, where I hope to lodge 
when night comes, and from which 1 ſhall never flit. 
O how many millions of bleſſed fouls dwell therein 1 
How lightſom is their life! And how pleaſant is their 


14 ! Shall I ever be fatisfied al [ be there? 


fit in the ſummer or harveſt time, when you are 

ng to go into the field to attend and gather your 

? Beware of carrying an earthly mind alongſt 

with you, but labour to learn ſome hearealy kes 
from every thing you ſe. 

De your cattle ſtray from you ? ? think, How r 

am 1 to wander from Chriſt my Shepherd ! Lord, 1 


| have gone aſtray like a Joſt fo ip O ſeek me, and 
find me again; ſuffer me not to wander as far as hell as 


I will certainly do, if thou let me alone; for of my- 
ſelf I will never find the way back to thee. w 

Do you ſee the fun retiring from us, and the ſum- 
mer going away ? Mind how the ſummer days of grace 
will at length go away, and the winter of fickneſs 
and old age will come on. Let me be buſy now and 
imitate the bee, who gathers her meat in the ſummer, 
and provides for the winter before it come: Oh let me 
not fin nor ſleep away my days of grace left I have ir 


5 to regrete, a er. viii. 20. My harveſt is paſt, ny 8 
mer is ended, yet I am not ſaved. 9 5 * 


3 7 


every . 
vill ly Arr. the grave's mouth, as K. one 
eutieth wood, Pſal cxli . 1 6nd m mag ghbours as cur 
trees daily falling about = 215 

to toter and ſhake with the ' frequent blows I am get- 
ting: O that in the mean time 1 -may be incliniog 


_ Chriſt wards and heaven wards ! for, as the tie falls 


| fo will it ly. 


22 a worm crawling on the ground ? Thiel ö 
the worm of conſcience that never dies, but - 


| 1 wicked to all eternity. It is my higheſt 
wiſdom to make concience my friend for it is a iend 
'thar ſticks cloſer than a brother, it will faichfully aitend 
un on à death bed, and at a tribunal, and adminſter 
cordizls to us then. But, if conſcience be thine enemy, 
next to God himſelf thou wilt find it the moſt terri 


enemy that ever a poor ſoul had; thou canſt neither - 
. reſiſt it, nor flee from it: It is a meſſenger thou canlt 
not deforce a witneſs thou canft not caſt, a judge thou 


eanſt not decline, and an executioner thou canſt got 


withſtand: Poor chriſtleſs ſinner it will ſerve inſtead 
bol all theſe againſt thee. O labour to get it 1 


ia time with Chriſt's blood and this will pacify it 

Again think, what is man bu was?” He is 
twice ſo called in one verſe Job xxy 26. What à poor 
weak belpleſs creature is a worm 2 it is eably crathed 
dy the foot, and can make no reſiſtence. So” weak 


by the feet of his juſtice, than a worm 
What madneſs then is it for a worm to 
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priaces' of the earth but 
bis"faoritool ? Each 


us muſt ere long 


vingwyad 
crawling upon 


7 ere my lirgtheen and my fiſtert. © 


| Again, behold,. as worms, when, they. creep its 


the earth, leave their lime behind then about the holes 


mouth — believers, when they creep, into the 


grave, leave all their fin and corruption at tue are's 


mouth, and their fouls aſcend te God, wirtouc (pot or | 


wrinkle. 
Concerning ar been at — 9 


impreſhons of what yen hate been hearing upon your 


tpirits. And if you 
nion: Pray, over that you have been heariog, and 
| beg that the Lord may keep it in the im! ziaa.400 ofthe. 
thoughts of your hearts. This is a god way both to 
help'your memories. and procure a blehag on whis 
you have heard: Canſider whetk:r you had any thi 

of God's ſpirit and preſence through the day. If Go 


withdrew, theo lament afreq him, and ſearch ino the 


| cauſe. If he ſhewed himſelf through the latieſs, _ 
bleſs bim for it, and go on to walk ia the light of his 

countebance. Hach any good moſion been raiſed in 
your hearts by the word Pray far the preſervation of 
it. Hath the word been refreſhing and edifyiag ta 
you Lay it up in your 
God to keep ft you, which 


your frail mgaviics ca 


not retain; pleading; tha God. may make it fortucam- | 
ing to you againſt the time: of your, need. Hain the 


_ word diſcovered any particular ta or luſt to y inen 


| Wakes eee it, «4 beg 6 Balls 610 W 4 


take — with the worms, and ay to chem 


Ae ja you can 8 1 
ſermons; ſet abant your ſearer work, and family 
duties; Conſider, that tho' the ſermans be over, 
the Sabbath is not over. Therefore itudy to ſpend 
the reſt of the day in God's ſervice, and keep ſtill ths 


EN this, take theſe digect. ang. 


hearts, aud commit chat ww 
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ſame chapters and verſes about Chriſt many times over, 
yet then you ſhall be made to fay, O where were my 
eyes till now, that I never ſaw what was contained 
III Labeur by all means to keep up the remem- 


brance and impreſſions of the word thou baſt been 
bearing on thy mind: Let it not be as a wayfaring 
man to tary with thee only for a night; but let it be 


an inhabitant to dwell with thee all the werk over. 
Hath the Spirit made any warm impreſſions by the ward 


upon thy ſou] this day? O watch over them, and ſtrive 
to preſerve and entertain them through the evening, 
| and look to God for help. Oh Lord, Jet me not 
46 loſe the heat of this. day, in the cool of the even - 


„ ing Thy word hath wrought wonderful. changes 


« upon others, O that I may likewiſe experience the 


% ſame, and have it to ſay, I went forth proud, but 


* am come bonie humble ! 1 went out careleſs and 


*. hard hearted but am come back thoughtful and 
« contrite in ſpirit; I went to church a bond ſlave of 
„ Satan, but am returned a free man of Chriſt 1” _ 

Poor ſoul, much depends upon your care and watch- 


| fulceſs over yourſelf in the evening of the Lord's day, 


that you loſe not theſe things wrought in you by the word 
through the day. There are many like theſe ſoldiers 
who are victorious in the day, but looſe all at night 
thro” their ſecurity and floth; they do not watch and 


Rand to their arms, but ſuffer the enemy to farprize | 
— 


- ; 7 1 . * 4 8 - * S 1 
a" & — 1 > . . 2 "4 ” * 2 * . 
„58 8 9 1 A # a 1 . 


— 


* 
> 
0 


5 


A * a » — 6 p— * — * 4 
" v * 5 1 9 8 i - 1 e 1 x * * * 
14 5 4 \ . % : * — * a K 9 * 6 -% G ö * * 4 4. Ss 
F 4 7 " i G 9 1 1 » — fl * = — my : 
Li AX >, Tz '% 2 . uy Fe) J 7 * 
ſ : . e : . £3, 1 + * 4 , 14 
wan >» a a { .F ; 
| —_— + 0 1 ” ' ” 
! * N 
2 : 7 5 
r : 4 - 


vibes they are ſecure, dreaming of na hazard.) Miny 
4 ate like Hannibal, that kuew better how to obtain u 
W- *vidory, than. how to impto wit when get. Weich 
mwmiden againſt the devil, the world, and your on 
| Hearts, and beware of Jofing at night what you gain'd 
thro” the day. LE. 1 bi. Bn;-3 


Ü hall here give ſome advices in order to the che- 
riſhing and improving of theſe good "motions con- 

victions, or reſolutions, that may be begot in you by 
| hearing of the word on the Lord's day. 'Theſe are 
ſparks kindled by the breath of God; therefore do not 
mother them, but ſtrive to blow them up into a flame 
dy prayer and meditation | | 
'- 1ft, Beg earneſtly that God, who hath begun a good 
work in thee, may carry it on; that theſe convictions 
may terminate in thy converſion here, and thy ſalvation - 
| hareatter—Cry, Lord, ſeffer not theſe tender fruits 
to be - nipped in the bud, or blaſted in the bloſ- 
Jom by Satan's froſt winds, or the world's cold blaſts; 
but mercifully cheriſh and preſerve them to maturity, 

to the praiſe of the glory of his grace. bo 
2dly, Confider what a crying fin it is agaiaſt God, 
to negle& or ſtiſle thy convictions: He will treat thee 
as a murderer if thou doit: It is murder to deſtroy 
the conception in the womb. Chriſt alſo will take it as a 
folemo affront offered to him ; for convictions are the 
meſſengers which he ſends to prepare the for his 
entry into the foul: And, will he not heinouſly reſent 
_ It, to fee his meſſengers killed or maltreted ? O what 
horrid ingratitude is it to Chriſt, after he hath | 

the door of our hearts balf way by convictions, to 
have it ſhur againſt him, when he is juſt ready to enter; 
or, when he is half way in, to be thruſt back agiin, 
and have the door thrown in his face! * 
4 34ly, Conſider how prejudicial w is to thy own ſoul, 
=” "The dying away of thy convidtidns threatens the life 
' "of thy foul. It you quench them, God may be pro- 
 _ voked to paſs that dreadful ſentence, My fpirit ſhall 
© Bo ionger ſtrive with thee 2 And fo there follows amid» 
might hicace, avd thou art Joſt for ever, O tremble 
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for fear of God 8 for thy caſe is wore dave 
geraus than others : No water freezeth ſo faſt,; 
which hath been ooce rn 


ay: 
1 wound fe 


convictions by 
— great ſtra» 
Is cole whe as with 


erer. Tn Ea. 2 

God ſaith thrice-in-ene chapter, Heb. iv, To day, is 

day to day; but the devil cries, to morrow, to r- 
crow, to marrow. Suerly God is wiſeſt, and his tima 
fitteſt. to day is thy. living day, 10 morrow may be 

2 to day thou art on en th, to-morrow 

1 in dell ; to Gay: mercy 18 inviting, to- 
r — 

io day bear ms. and. | 

It Lotions 16: prifecye-in-grayer this evening; dos 
not faint in it, but endeavour wirh Moſes to. boid up 

bands this day till the going down of the ſun. Our 
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» IHE riots of prayet./ Chriſt faith oft 
this day te bis ſpouſe; Thy voice-is' feet 'rauſe* me to 
© * Hear it; Coctinge jinſtant in pra wats day, wreſt- 

- ling as Jacob, and ſaying, ' T wit! wot les thee go till 
i  theu bleſs me. And as orators, at the cloſe of their 
uſe all their art and fcill to move the affeRtions 


„ pat forth all your grace and ſpiritual ſtrength in 
— prevail wich-God for W blefing | Pray” this 
evening, as if it were to be Tal Sabbark, "al l 

night,” or thy laſt prayer; knowing that, when death 
comes; thou canſt pray no more: For, as death dinds 
up the hand that it can work ne more, ſo it ſtrikes 


ing to Ecchix 10 Iſa xxxviit 18. 2 
VVV. Stady 10 be denied to all your Sabbath prayer 

dd performances. Beware, . friends. of ſeeret 

= — eruſting.to them, as any piece of righteouſneſs. before 


apothecary's oimument, - Say therefore this day, after 
| you have done all, We are unproſitable ſervants. Look 
above all, az if you had done nething- at all zo the 
— yd rey oe See that you 


OY 2 'Tighreoul- 
is. in dhe point of your' on acceptance 
with God; for this is bath” diſhenourable: to Ohriſt, 
and dangerous to yourſelves: Tberefbre beware of it. 
There is a natural popery in the minds; of all; we 
——— to ſtand Ten or own legs, and to have 

of our ownite / upon. But 28 it any 
other thing than blaſphemy, to charge Chriſt's ſacritice 
-, with lameneſs; or his work with deficiency:? or to think 
with our penny to üngke up Chriſt's ſum, and with 
our. polluted duties to add any perfection to the blood 
of Chait, which is iofinite-? Shall got we reſt content 
with that wherewith God hath declared bimlelf well. 
"leaſed? Let us then, with Paul, count all things but 
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1 ſo do you, at the cloſe of the Lord's 


dumb the Tongue that it can ſpank ne" more; accord: 


God; Sor char wil ſpoil all, [like che dead fly in the 
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market for their ſouls, and will you never enquire what 
| they have gained thereat ? This way of rehearſing the 


| ſermons is 


aud inform them. That there is ſoch a Being "rods 
 vhem they gi eee and love at 


: eee e duties. Sobdarh þ night. 


\ Lncemad $6: ink? dn 
+ hi night, ad how theſe are to be 


77 ſee-that ye be more ſolemn, 


Les. 


full and particular in _ 


at other times: Ir is at this night, to bear uni- 
— melody of God's praiſe in the tabernacles of 
the righteons. Lay out your family ſins, wants and 
mercies fully and plainly before God in family prayer. 
II. Confer about the ſermons, and repeat over what 
you have heard: for thei Lord, Duet xi, 18, 19. re- 
quires you not only to lay up God's words in your | 
hearts, but alſo to ſpeak of them when you fit in yoꝗ, 
houſes, and to teach them your children. You ought 
alſo to call your children and ſervants to an account, 


. a 


by the ſermons. + When you- ſend your ſervants to 


| the market, yon examine what market they have _ 


made : Now, the publick ordinances are heaven's free 


and advantageous, , and 
hereby one of you would be uſeful to another ; for, 
what one forgem, another may remember. 

III. Let parents and heads of families take Go 
time, this evening in catechiſing and in tbeir 
children and ſervants in tho knowledge of the prigci> 


ples of religion,” und of their duty towards God, their 
neighbours, and themſelves, We may obſerve from 


the iv, of Mark, and xiv. of Luke, that after our Lord 
had inſtructed the 2 2 preacher os the 
Sabbath day, be afterwards di 


1ſt Begin with. children as-ſoon as they are capable, 


—_ Jinn: td 2-64 0h 
© - 


worſhip this evening, than : 


Examine and wach his | 
were diſciples, as' private maſter of a family. * 4 


* 


S 
- * 


„ ae, mee 
all things :—That they are his creatures, the work 
of his Hands : That he preſerves them, and” gives 
them all the good things they enjoy; and that every 
good thing is to be ſought from God by yer, and 
thanks returned to him for the ſame Shew them 
the evil and danger of fin, and how much God hates 
it :— That they have immoral: fouls : That there is 
a life after death in another world, whereia mea-ſhall 
receive a great and eternal re ward, or a ſearſul eadleſa 
puaiſhment, according as they have done or ed 
their duty in this world: — And that God loves thoſe 
who keep his commandments and pray ta him; bart 
| tacks priviphs were cory e ee 
theſe principles' were early inſti rooted in chi- 
den, they would in ſome meaſure ſtick with them all 
their days Likewiſe, as they: are capable, fhew them 
the great degeneracy and corruption of humae nature, 
derived to us by the fall of our firſt”. parems: Alſo, 
 thew them the way of out recovery from this miſer- 
able tate by Jeſus Chriſt, who was ſeat by God to re- 
deem and ſave us from the bondage af fin and Satan, 
and from the damnation of hell. 19h: ,v MM Flay 
ö 2dly, Before they ate capable to read, or get and 
_ repeat our Shorter Catechiſm; you ay 
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dor Shorter Catechiſm injoin them and ven fexyants 
' _ 8/ſo to commit it to their memories, 
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dent this diy folemaly,injoin them de wende 
— — — inquire at them what. they 

ave | 
And becnaſe of:the. natural backwardneſs that is bon 
in young und did te holy duties, you oight t con- 
ttive the moſt wife and effeſtab l methods you 


in read- 
ing of the bible; Tuch an ele, vis, Leah children. 
the moſt profitable, pleaſant and affetiog hiſtories and. 

aſſages ok rhe bible; ſuch as, the creation of mana, 


Adem e fall the flood, the dſtrution of Sodom, and 
of [ſaac,: the ſelling of joſeph, Paarach's 


— cing of 
cutting off the int ants, and: Moſe's preſervation ; M- 


ſes bis going up to the mount, dad getting the tables of 


the law; the paſſages 


coacermng Samſun's killing the 
the forty ca 
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c eli ion, and they. were ſe educate 8 n 


the aſſertiom and teach - 
han upon the ſure foundation' of God's 

all — . were not! put 40 it When 

uaint themſelves with tha ſeriptures, or 


nl 
Are not — profeffors of Chriſtianity, who, 

if they were put td it, could not give one; text of 
ſeriptute to prove ſo much as the great 
of their religion? It cannot be expected that ſoo will 
de cloſs adherers ta it in a day of triab and perſecution.” 
A geod way-to mend this fauk-is, to get the Coofeſh- 
con of Faith, and Shorter, Catechiſms, which are 
printed with the ſcri 
make much uſe thereof ——Laſtly, as you ought 16 


_ cauſe/ them attend punctually this day upon the ord- 


ances, ſo you ought carefully this night to alle an 
account of the text, and their notes of the lecture and 
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for their meat; you may ſee ſome helps fob them in 
the end of the Mother's Catechiſm, before memioneds 
Children cannot pray at firſt: without belpa : There⸗ 
fore it is fit to teach them ſome ſhort forms : and, in 
che birſt place, the Lord's Prayer, the great pattern of 
all prayer. Teach them to retice every moraing:and 
evening to pray, and to pray frequently on the Lord's 
day; 3 and pray togesber. by 
turns; this e 


were fir alſo to cauſe tl y ſometimes in 
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from them for the truths they learned. 


fundamentals. 


proofs ſet down at large, hoe 


ren to pray, and to aſl a bleſſing, and give thanks 


anothe —2 and to cauſe them ſtudy to be more 
grave and exact in their prayers: Apd-therefore it 
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„Lord 224 me to pray, ive, me thy Spi- 


e me ig pray... Aiſe 85 Sabbath night en · 
131 new N25 ors and. expreſſions ey 
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I '-6rhly, Take” care this Te, 1 both [them 

IB 14 your ſervants mavy ſerious 

© witions concerning their ſouls, — their duties to es 

and wan. Warn them ſolemnly againſt fin and vice, 
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wong 'us ; ſtudy to check and diſcourage the begin- 
' wings of vice in children; obſerve and watch the 7 
appearances thereof, and pluck them up by the roots : 
For, if vice be connived at in the begi 
turn afterwards too ſtrong for you; but when it is ne- 
1 ver ſuffered to appear to paſs without reproof or cor- 
rectiog, this helps by degrees do breed in children an 
© gabhorrence of it. Labour in 4 ſpecial manner to be- 
* == frightful impreſſions of the fins of ſwearing 
And protatiing the name of God, the fin of Uifpbedicgce 
dd pareors, the fin of Sabath breaking; of re 
Words, ſtealing, pride, pe ſſion, revenge, neg 
"ard teading, & Study io petfuade them to are 
| with ide moſt ende language, and prevailing argu 
ments, according 16 Prov. xxxi 1, 5% 5; "that To you 
may convince them that in all r and re- 
"of 1 ith rayon but the ae — 
0 n ng t 
that) Na bez may dwell e thro 
"UF eterbity. It is ſometimes needful to obteſt 
w change ten 50 wind their duty; as Mr Bolton a 
ly map ſaid 16 bis children on his death bed, 21 
charge you, O my children, bot to meet'me'ar Chriſt t 
ibn e s' brd and graceleſs conditivn.” . 
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8 Sins oppoſite s 
lewdneſs, is the Sabbath of Satan. or the devil's 
day.” O profane 
wickedneſs is it, to dedicate God's day to the 
cannot y offer a greater affront and 
the God of heaven, then to ſerve the devil 
works 
ly conſecrated to the honour and ſervice of the? 
God. And, can you think that a jealous God 
paſs ſuch an indignity, and take no notice of the? 
ye thus provoke the Lord to jealouſy ? are ye ſtron- 
be ? Will you fight againſt him that made hea- 
earth with a word, and by a word can un- 
ge them again; yea, by the breath of his mouth 
n crumble you to duſt ? What are you i his fight, 
but as a handfut of filly worms? and do you think to 
de able to wage war againſt the almighty ? No, no; be 
the combination never fo ſtrong the rebels never ſtout, 
the enemies never fo numerous, be is fully able to ma- 
fer them, and will certainly do it, Prov xi. 21. Tho' 
band join in hand, yet the wicked ſhalFnot be unpuniſhed. 
'Qywhat cauſe have we to pity and pray for fk hea. 
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; be beyond the reach of mercy. 1 _ 
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of darkneſs, upon that very day which is 
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ven daring finners, and weep in ſecret places for their 


were uo bel, or were afraid it ſhould be full ere they 


of devils and damned ſpirits ! The God of iofinite mercy | 
open the eyes and ſtop the career of ſuck, before they 


— ht to think on theſe 
miſ-ſpend and make light of. O a. 
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lows, bo, Sabbath breaking is not fach a lighe fin 
many imagine; ſurely the day 92222 : 


you now 
you then 
mourn for the loſs of theſe precious Sabbaths which 
God give you to find peace and teſt to your fouls in, 


of your burning and torment ſh Il aſcend for ever and 
ever! How will you mourn then to ſee Abraham's 
boſom afar off, and thouſands ar reſt in it whom 
bated, and where you might been at reſt as well an - 
they, if you had not deſpiſed the reſt of the Sabbath 
re below ! It is ſaid Lam i 5 Jeruſalem remembred 
the days of her miſeries, all her pleaſant things that 
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your miſeries approach. O Sabbath breakers, when 
with fad hearts ye ſhall remember the pleaſant ordi- 
Bances and ſeaſons.of grace you had of old; and then 
the forth wed heaikhis wall rock th" you for the loſs 
of your Sabbaths ! Why then ſhould ou go to add to 
the fins and miſeries of your eternal ſtate, the henious 
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I. The fri oblervation of the Sabbath is 


o regard that, by the frequent recti thereof, thy 
temembrance of Chriſt and heaven is Rf kepe | 
fla and vice are kept under conſta 
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Way to their other wicked courſes, and provoking God 
to leave them to fall into theſe heinous crimes which 
| biought them to ſuch fatal ends. 


allowing you the Sabbath, lays you under ſtrong obli- 
a penance but a privilege. It is not that he may get ad- 
vantage from you, but that he may give bleſhags to 


with governing the {ame ; or to take any eale to him- 
felt ; bur it is that he may give reſt to your bodies, 
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beginning of their looſe lives, and that which paved the 
II. God's great goodneſs, and gracious deſign in 
gations to keep it conſcientiouſly : He gives it not for 


you. He hath not commanded the buſineſs of the 
- world to ceaſe every ſeventh day, becauſe he is tired 


and beavenly refreſhment to your ſouls Would you 


0 S £4... 7 __£ 


. "nioney pk vi 
dities that” Neben aud N — eyen the = 


h of lay 
| FR for 27 dme e e God's TX 9: 


for a, day to worſhip God, when they 


: q 
. » , " af * N 8 5 " * 4 3 * W F 2 
— 7 u, . | 4 #4 2 2 4 * b S. 4 Fre bo. 7 o 
* by.” .< o — % * * * * - * * * 
2 * * F 4 
: 1 þ IX 4 
\ | , + \ — 
* 


Ka 


Kraces repaired. ? 
yore roared, an 1 weekly market- 
\ bee tharket RED . ws may, buy 
com 
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reſemblances ol it) cannot but rejoice in 4. Ke 


= thoughts of celebrating tlie eternal Sabbath above, in 


tb it would be an uneaſy priſon to him : For, if it 
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nels 2 che . 


the immediate erben of God's preſence, and behold- 
ing bim as he is forevermore. * the thoughts of 


Heaven can be nowiſe pleafant to « Sabbath breaker ; 


pennance to diene be a few days in God's worſhip 


now, what a puniſhment would it be to him to be en- 
gaged in this work for eyer ? 
IV. Confider who it is that requires you to ſandify 
- the Sabbath, even that good and gracious God who 
ber ma ah our being, your breath, your health, your 


of cantly * O how bountiful is 

the ſons of men ! he gives you the ſun in the 
. and the Son of 
his love to die for your ſouls. , He allows you fix 
days for your profit and pleaſure, be reſerves one for 
his 882 er vice: and will Jeu not frankly give 


him bis one day, when he is ſo liberal to you? Say 
then to your vain companions, when they would 
 *xempt you to profane the Lord's day, as oſeph to 


Potiphar's wife, when ſhe tempted him to Gen, 


Ax 9 My maſter bath not kept back any thing from 


"wwe but thee, becauſe thou art his wien ; bow then can 
4 2 this 6. reut wickedieſs, and E 2 Cod! to ; 
od the lovereign Lo Maſter 


ls ak kept back 90 time from me but 


-ednels, and fin againit God? 
V. A conſcientious keeping of the Sabbath diſpoſeth 


| the ſout the more tor the ſervice of God all the week 
| over; It your ſoul be in a good frame on the 
it will proſper the beiter all the week for it: Your 

- -eonſcience- will be the more tender, your ' thoughts the 
more ſpiritual, and 
I you be in the mount with God on the Sabbath, the 


your affections the more lively. 
Face of your converſation will be fair YR in boli 
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. ſanflify the Sabbath, 7 
VI. Our regard to the Sabbath is a trying teſt of 
the ſtate and frame of our ſouls, whether we be ſpiritu - 
al or carnal, love God of the world moſt. It tries allo 


the conditions of our graces, whether they be waxing 


or waning, in a profpering or decaying ſtate, Henee * 


God frequently calls the Sabbath a ſign betwixt him and 
his people, Exod. xxxi. 17 Ezek. xx, 12, 20, And 


indeed our conſcientiou« keeping and ſanctiſying of the x 


Sabbath is a ſign to us ſeveral ways. X 
xt, Ir is a fign of God's ſanctifying our hearts and 
an evidence of a good work wrought in us by the 


aal, It is a clear fign to diſtinguiſh us from the un- 

ſanctißed and profane people of the world. % 
zdly, It is a ſign of our having a conſcientious re- 

gard to all the other commands of God; and all ob- 


rving perſons will find this ſign to hold in their daily 
experience. If you keep not this command of fſan- 
Qtfzing the Sabbath, it is a fign you will lictle regard 


all the reſt. If you ſerve not Gad on his own day you 
will make little conſcience of ferving him in the follow. 


ing days of the week, but on the contrary, if you-wor- 


Ip God fincerely on the Sabbath, and regard this. 
holy 


day, ic is a token you will regard all other duties 
of religion. Let us obſerve theſe noticeable words 

of God, Jer xvii. 24, 26, ge ballow the Sabbath day © 
| to do no work therein; Then ſhall they come from the 
cities of Judab, and all ot ber places, bringing burnt of-. 


ferings, meat offerings, incenſe, and ſacrifice of praiſe 
ako ode houſe of the Lord ; that is, , ch 
and true religion ſhall flouriſh, and the name of the 
moſt High be exalted in the world. And indeed far 


my part, I deſpair ever of feeing Chriſtianity and re- 
fi 


ion conſiderably advanced in the world, wll 


once the Lord's day come to be highly eſteemed, 
and ftrifily obſerved : For ſtill it is to be ſeen, where» 


ever religion flouriſheth in the power of it, there it 
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Aly, The confeientious keeping of the Sibbarh is « 
fign betwixt God and his people, in reſp ect it Is A to- 
Len of a good underſtanding and , correſpondence 
betwirt him and them, that controverſies are removed 
find peace and friendſhip maintzined, To whom is 
| it that God miavifeits moſt of his gracious preſence, 
and the emanations of his ſpecial fofe ? 'Sarely it is to 
thoſe who have the Lord's day higheſt in eſteem, am 
who are the moſt ſtrict and careful obſervers of it; 
Upon all which accounts, Laftly, The Spirit of God 
makes this duty a fign and character of the blefſed man; 
For, Iſa. loi. 2. (ſpeaking with. a fpecial . èye to the 
bew teſtament times) he ſaith, Bleſſed is the man. that 
teepeth the Sabbath ſrom polluting it. oy. 


D Chriſtians, would you be bleffed indeed ? then 
ſanctify the Lord's day, by fincere worſhipping your 


Oreator, who this day made light firſt to ſhine; and 


Fonouting your Redeemer, who this day roſe from 


the grave, and compleated the work of your redem- 
prion. As the angel faid to the woman that came tö 
the'fepuſchre, Mat *xviii. 6 He is not here, he is riſen, 
L be ald ; come, ſee the place where the Lerd lay : 80 
ay 1 to every true lover of Chriſt, He is not here, be 
en: come, obſerve the time when the Lord roſe. 
Obſerve it to his honour and praiſe, and he will ſurely 
Vieſs you, and make you glad with the light of bis 


tountenance. There was never any who traly bir. 


ved this command, but will ſay, that rare and blef 


des che fries which are to be reaped from this bleffed 
| 45 | 


one you then ſhare of theſe fruits, and pleaſe 
God in keeping his Sabbath ? then take the followin 
Advices ; (1.) Remember to honour and glorify God. 
"the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghol, pon this 
"holy day, by aſcribivg to each Perſon. of the bleſſed 
"Trivity the glory of bis proper work. As, x. Aſeribe 


©  - tothe Father the glory of his power, wiſdom and good- 


vel in creating te world for our accommodatio and 
contriving our recovery when we had loſt ourſelves, 


und, for an example to us, reſting on the Sabbath after 
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ro glorify the gon this diy, by aſcribing to him the 
hofiour of undbrtakiag and carrying bn the work of 
out tedem 1 by his cardio ant death, and by 
— 1 om'the dead dn the third day, dow ſet apart 
,ord's- Sabbuth- 3. We are to glorify the Bol! $ 


pirchaſed tedeniption to behevers' is his work of re- 
generation and ſand fication, which he began i in a glo- 
riout matiner by that wonderful effalion on the church 
in the day of petitecoff, ing, alfo the Lord's day. In 
this magnet we ought to glori fy God, vidg honour tic 
the Father, Sod abd Holy Ghoſt, 22 this holy day, 
if ue would Keep the Sabbath atceptably to the Lal. 4 
(2) Ler us wind the direction o _ holy Gholt 14 


to wir, to call the Sabbath a delight, the Holy of the 
Lord, hondrable, and outer not ** our dwnlf 
ways, nof fin g our own are, nor ſpeakinj or 
own words.* ning © Mk teacheth us, that he x 
way to prevent. Sabbath breaking, and to Hotiour 
oh his on day, is to call the Sabbath a delight. 


Quelt” Why 9 bs ſaid to call' the Sabbath 


We call it our delight bel wt tejoten 
at 27 peach of the Sabbath, and make dus prepe- 
ration for it ; and when we ſolace our ſouls, in the. 
joyful exp eo of conitiunion with God on his wn. 

wich David, Pal Alvi. 4 Then will 160 
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| When we give the Sabbark au early 
tie up ae to ſeck God . Ty it 3- 


Pal Ixii 1. O God, thou art 2 | 
will heck che When we arc dilliuefe | 
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order matters ſo wiſely, that one duty of the Sabbath. 
may not juſtle out another; that is, to be ſo early in 
our cloſet devotion, that the cloſet may not hinder 
family duties; and fo to perform theſe that they may. 
not incroach upon God's public worſhip 53. When 
we are concerned to have all belonging to us to 
the Sabbath as well as ourſelves, and glad to ſee this 
holy 2 and honoured by all about us. Then 
it may be faid, we call the Sabbath a delight. 
Now, after all I have ſaid, let me come in the end, 
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2 is ide name of that great Lord who inſtiuted the Sab- 


bath for his own glory, and the good of men, earneſt- 
| I to exhort, beſeech and obeſt all ranks and degrees 


wo | pe& upon this holy day; ta 
FaoRify it as God requires, and abſtain from all 5 
ly ts and recreations upon it. Do not grudge 
ur maker his one day of ſeven, but be willing to 
Fedicate it wholl to his worſhip and ſervice. O how 


do you'think to a whole eternity in God's holy 
preece n iritua] exerciſes, if you can'e 
g elves to ſpend one day in a week in holy 

work — Again ſee that you be impartial in his ſer- 
vice ; be as willing to hear what God faith to you from 

| his word, as you would have God to hear what you 
ſay to him in prayer. Some are all far prayers, as if 
they were only to tel God what they would have from 
him ; but care not. for ſermons, or for hearing what 
God requires and expects from them: But, if you 
would have God to bear your prayers when you. ſpeak 

to bim you muſt diligently hearken to his word when 
he ſpeaks to you. It is by bearing the word upon the 
Lord's day that God hath converted many thouſands 
to himſelf. The Sabbath is a merciful inſtitution to 
loſi finners for their ſalvation, and many bave been 
and will for ever be thankfal for it: For hereby they 
have been led to make proper ſtands in life, and to re- 
view their bypaſt actions, ſo as to order their courſe 

we viſely tor the time to come q which they had 


3 


| werer dons, if they had not been led jo © rebgiousre+. | 
 Lirement on the Lord's x — 
Seeing this hol y day is a bleffing and privilege 

to the world, let me intreat parents, maſters, magi- 


| the Sabbath yourſelves, but alſo you muſt do 


they are 


"Ie 


to 5 ſeat the Sabbath. 


ſtrates, and all who have power to exert it for romo- 
ting the keeping of it. You are not only to 


molt that theſe under you do it likewiſe. io you 


are bound to by the Lord's expreſs charge inthe fourth 
command, where it is ſaid Thou, thy fon, thy daugh- 


der, thy ſervants, the ſtraager within thy gates; impor- 


ting rhat you are to uſe your power and influence * 0+ 


ver all within your gates, to cauſe them obſerve the 


Sabbath, and keep them from profaning it; leſt God 
impute their fins to you, as to Eli io the like caſe, 
for not uſing your power to reſtran them. It is not in- 


died in the power of perſpns in authority to make all 


thole religious who are under their juriſdiction; but .it 
would pot them ip a likely way of being fo, to keep 
them from ſuch things as w Ae: hinder the religion of 
that day, and cauſe them attend the means of inſtru- 

ion; and alſo to tell them in private -of the reſt and ; 
happineſs of the world to come, purchaſed by Chriſt, 

which the right keeping of the Sabbath leads unto. 
This ought to be the great care of parents with reſpect 


_ a0 their chidren in younger years. It is one of the 
- Grit things that children 4 Fapable of namely, to di- 


Ringuith this day from others: And then they ſhould 
be taught to lay aſide their other days diverſions, eren 
Defoe they are capable of godly — and thus 


the beginning of wiidom. This method took God tg 


| introduce religian inte the world: It was his firlt ap- 


pointment and inſtnution, to reſt on the ſeventh day, 
and to ſanciſy it, Gen ii. 3. as if he defigned this to 
be the foundation und beginning of all religion. Let 
all heads of families follow this great example. 5 
. 
that their ſervancs and all ye God 
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Jervants do their diy to you. In like 7 the 


civil magiſtrates, who ara the Fathers of « 
ſtates, ſhould uſe their power oyer all withis 
14 to caule them obſerye God's aly 1 
We | ſce Nehemiah threatned bodily puniſhment 99 the 
men of Tyre for breakin ng the Sabbath, Jar ay AW. 31. 
And Jeremiab, by God's appointment, calls ppon the 
. to lee that the Sab 1 not proſaned, and 
t upon their higheſt Jer. . 19» 25» 27» 


and hence it is, that our 22 and parhiamepts hans 


made ſo many excellent laws againſt the profananation 
of the Sabbath. May God put it into the of 
theſe, who oughi to be preſervers and executors of 

to put them in execution! This would tend much 10 
the glory of God, and to he welfare of patiqns, Cities 
and families, But, laſtly, Let we exbort all in infe- 
xior ſtations. both young and old, to obſerve the fourzh 


command, as they regar ard the ſalyation of their preci · 
ous and immortal fouls in the eternal world, and the + 
peace of their conſciences when they come to ly on 


a death r which they ſhoyld be looking aut fag every 
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that are young, J intrest yau to ze. 
bbath dgy, to keep it haly. Improve this 


L As for y 
member the 
day with all care and carceſtneſs ; tor it is the dey 
wherein fingers uſully begin their acguaintance 
with God, and con ves hon to Hm: And the proper ſea- 
Jon for this work is the time of youth, for gow the heart 
is emaclt tender and pilable and looner melted for fin, 


Iban atterwards, when you come to greater age : Far, | 


the longer you go on in fin, the heart will tory the 
harder, and the conſcience mare feared. The longer 
you torger God, ihe more eitranged yon will grow, 


and unwilling io return to him. I be branches of & tice 


whale ung; may be buwed and trained 
5 1 * * will pot ply. e 
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and hence it is, that our 25 and perliamepta hase 
made ſo many excellent laws againſt 
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theſe, who ought to be preſervers and executors of 
to put them in execution! This would tend much to 


the of God, and to he welfare of batiqus, cities 
_ and ance, But laſtly, Let we 'exbart all in infe- 


rior ſtations. both young and old, to obſerve the fourth 


| command, as they regard the ſalyetion of their preci - 
in the eternal world, and the 
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fon for this work is the time of youth, for gow the heart 
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the longer you go on in fin, the heart will tors the 
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08 on the Lord's day. your 

Adly, Think much this day upon your vileneſs and 

ES wilery by nature, that you are children of wrath, 
heirs of hell, enemies toGod, and ſtrangeis to Chriſt and 
the covenant of grace; yea, ſervants to fin, and bond- 

_ © flavesto the devil: For the prodigal never thought of 
turning to bis Father, till he law himſelf in a loſt and 
den condition. © 

; 3dly, Think much on Cbeiſꝰ. ſitneſe, 1 and 
| ſuirablenels for al your wants and maladies. In him 

y * find a remedy for whatever troubles you ls 

guilt? here pardon. 1s it great fins? here's a Re- 

dremer's — franirithfe. Are you con- 

demned ? here ſufhciert righteouſneſs to juſtify you Ts 

lution and filihineſs you fear ? here a deep and open 
'ountain that runs continually, | Are yon chained 

? here liberty. Are you drowned in deut? 

- here a Ranſom and Surety Are you diſeaſed ? here 
Balm. F Are you dead? 
here the Reſurrection and the Life. Are you ttarving ? 
here the manna and the fatted calf, Are you w 
and unable for duty? here ail ſuſſicient grace and ſtrength 
Tea, he is able to fave them to the uttermoſt, all that 
come to God by bim: And particularly, be ſays of little 
children, Suffer them to come unto me ; and, Him that 
- cometh (ſaith he) I will in nowiſe caſt out. . 

Achly, Let children and young folk carefully attend 
ordinances this day in the church; lye cloſe by the 
pool fide, till it pleaſe the Angel of the covenant (o 

come and pat you in. Study ts remember what you 
hear and give an account therce? 2p your yavunts whey 
vou come home. | 
S $thly, Early acquaint yourſelves with the ſcriptures; 
tead much of them this day, and meditate on them, 
Pſal. cxix 9 r peo ne ey 
his way ? by taking beed thereunto accordi 
word. How came Timothy to be well — * "with 
Chrilt and his way ? but becauſe from a ch he knew 
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this, 2 parents let their children run and play thro” 
the y 


do ſay, Confider how many Sabbaths you have miſ- 
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| yet they never ſpent zhree hours of all that time in fin- 1 
| * They never communed with the ir hearts, thought on their 
| ways; ſheda tear for fin, or fell en their knees to cry, 
Lord, what ſhall I ds to be ſaved ? What hope eli 


| hare in a dying hour ! Where will 1 take up wy Ide, 
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be much this day id prayer; for the prayers 
folk are nnd dd. muſick in God ears. +1 
both very pleaſant and profitable, if chi —} 
ily would take ſome time this day, 5 
feos 
and 


and pray together; for ſo the ex- 

of one another, would be mutu- 

ir them up to a concern about their 

is the fault of parents, that do not put them 

on to this practice. If children did thus begin early. 

to the ſervice of God, it would become habitual and 
delightfot to them afterwards. But, alas ! inſtead of 


and in the church and church yard on the 
Sabbath, without reſtraint. But let ſuch parents remem- - 
ber, that tho? children die in their iniquities,. yet their 
blood God will require at their hand one day. 
II, I ſhall cloſe with a word to aged people. You 
are old men and women, give ear to what I am 
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, and mourn for it. In threeſcore years time 
have above three thouſand Sabbaths to reckon for, = 
if God lay judgment to the line and righteouſneſs © 14 
the plumet you will not be able to anſwer ſor one FE 
them. O humble yourſelves deeply before God, 
employ Chriſt to clear your counts for you, Put © 
reſolutions in his ſtrength, to improve time better 14 
the future, and particulaly the Sabaths which God v4 
yet allow you, for ſecuring an intereſt in Chriſt,, 17 
making proviſion for long laſting eternity» Hare #3 
eat need for it? Alas ! there are many old - 
who have all yet to do. Their glaſs is near 
their ſua is at the ſetting ;. and yet they have 44 
k to begin, and their journey to ſet out for- 1 
Tho' they have lived threefcore years in God's world, 1 
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many children of five or fix years old will far outſtrip 
them. O what is the reaſon of all this, but the ne- 
gle and miſ-ſpending of the Sabbath day, and the 

contempt of the means of grace and knowledge, which 
you might have 1 thereupon ? Well then, what 

reſolve you to do for the time to come? Have you 

not forgotten God and Chriſt, and neglected your ſouls. 
and heaven long enough? Or, will you doe it to your 
2 ? Are you content to go ta the grave withe 
out Chrift, aad without hope? O what a fad light ie 
it, to ſee gray hairs and graceleſneſs meeting together 


to ſee men put to look thro? their ſpeftacles, but never 
- minding to look to their Saviour! to fee them leaning. 


on their ſtaves, but never thinking of relying. on 
Chriſt for ſalvation ! to ſee age forcing, them to bow 
and bend their bodies to the earth, but yet never 


bowing a knee in ſecret, to beg regemancel O what 


a ſhame is it to live fifty or ſixty years in the world, 
without a fervent prayer, or peaitent tear for ſia | to. 
live without God, without Chriſt and without faith! O 
what will you anſwer for the, fearful abuſe. of God's 
long ſuffering. patience ! Old finner, better thou had(t 
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| N. our  Priday Chit © * -encifed 40 laid in 5 


CJ the. grave; on our aurday, which was the 
ewiſh Sabbath, Chriſt lay dead and buried all that day 
the grave; on the Sunday, or firſt day of. the week, 


© Obſerve 1ſt, How low Chriſt did bumble himſelf for 
68; he Vas copjent not only to become a man, but 
a poor man of . arrows. for us, yea, a deſerted man, F. 
a condenined man, a dead man, and ly as a dead 4 


corps in the earth for us. This is the loweſt ſtep be 


could deſcend, Pra xxii 15 Thou. 0. brought me ; 


2. Obſerve bow. he humbled himſelf in his burial ; 
1. He was not buried by friendz, hut ſtrangers. 
2. Not with heralds, eſcurchepng, þ rle,. And 2 
ſolemairies, as became the pings vt. 4 e 
cart, but in a very private, haſty Manger,” 8 
in the ſepulchre ol the kings, my of bis LD D.. 
vid, nor in the burying place of his anceſtors, but in 
the ſepulchre of a ws Behold ! 2 goor was 
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the heir of all things 1 While he Bev, be h 
houſe of his own where to lay his head ; and. >, 
was dead, he had not where to lay his body. 

humiliation! Was he who lay in the Takes) $75.4 
from all eternity, now laid in the - boſom of the 


earth? O wonder at it, that he was willing to ſtoop 


ſo low, to ranſom our ſouls that were ſank as low as 
bell by fin! O! men and angels can never enough 
ale this love of Jeſus, that he who wore the keys 
| of hell and death at his girdle, ſhould be content to 
de locked up in the priſon of the grave, and to be ar- 
_ this whole day, for our debt by divine 
ju 


3 Obſerve how long Chriſt the Lord of Life con- 


tinued death's priſoner, the grave's captive ; how long 
death bad power and dominion over him, even to the 


third day. O how did devils triumph ego bo We 


. 


ay, 
fo low in the land of darkck ? Is this the teacher of 
the way to heaven, that can't now move his tongie, 
or ſpeak a word ? Ie this he that raiſedd others from 


but the triumph of theſe wicked ones was but ſhore. 
Chriſt roſe and put them all to filence. * 

4. Obſerve Chriſt's love; that was content! to let 
devils inſult and triumph over him for, a while, that 


they might not triumph over you, O believer, for e- 


- ver—He was humbled to lye in the grave for a while, 
——— Crit in hell for ever. 
. Obſerve, Chriſt Jay buried this day, tat be 


might never riſe againſt them in judg- 
) what comfort is this. O believer, thy fins 
are buried, and R by 
condemnation. 
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ip | 
rible judge: But Chriſt by lying in it all this day, has 
turned it from a priſon to a bed of reſt, Iſa Ivii. 2. 
Heyball enter into peace ; they ſhall re in their beds 


Lac ons walking in bis righteouſneſs. Why ? as Chriſt 


there did ret in bope, ſo ſhall believers be partakers 
of his hope. See Plal. xvi 10, My fleſb ſbali reft in 
hope. 80 Prov. ziv 32. The righteous bath hope in bis 


',, Exhortation, As ye would partakeof the finn of 


-Chritt's lying in the ſee that ye get union with 
_ Chriſt nom by a true faith; death nor the grave will 


lever, grave be a ſweet privileged place to 
%; ſin nor guilt ſhall not lye down there with 
— Sin is a bad bed fellow, but a worſe grave fel- 
Jow. That is a terrible word, Job XX 11s Lis bones arc 
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——— of Chriſt from the — 4 600. | 
damental article of our RS. | ad ſerves 


to faphdte all the reſt; for. 

1 x It Chriſt roſe from the dead, then he * Per- 
fon ſenr from God, to do that Work' in the warid \ 

he gave out; becauſe the mT of' beaven 
never have given an im uch gforious cre 


als as a refurreRion from the dead; à work which no- ; 


of a future Life, will certainly be fuſſled to hem; 
and whatever Chriſt has faid'may be Epe on, and 


thing but omnipotency could accomplith. 
2. 17 Chriſt roſe from the dead, all the p 
the goſpel, relating to the enjoyments and bleſſ 


- xruſſed to, as certainly to come to 
3. Tis true indeed, the chriſti religivo 1 io fram- 
ed, as in all reſpects to be admirably ſerviceable to'rtle 


ends and purpoles of a temperal felicity ; tor the de- 


vout and awful regard to God, and à future life, and 
theſe principles of ous lobe add cm. it 
tends to inſpire mankind wich, cbutrbute 17 to 


the good order and peace of the worl®' If pride and 


_ envy, if covetouſneſs and ambition, if malice und re- 


 venge, it falſhood and deceit; ff ſoch "paſſions as theſe 
are the true cauſes of all theſe (Galaniites and misfor- 


tunes which men groan under; then the' goſpe] which 
- Niricks fo directly at all theſe, even in gon: pl 
- and hearts, as well as in their outward — 
doth lay the ſureſt foundation: poſlible for a | quiet « and 
| comfortable hte in the preſent world. ; 7 2» 
Yea, the golpel-of Chriſt irengrhtns the obligutiohs 


; of ihe law of nature: it furnifhes men with far nobler 
© motives to peform all the duties of that law; und 


threatens leer puniſhments for the brech of , 
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re Bur it was not for them to 
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auß and down the . es, mnie  famods 

mony hath the manifeſt ſtamp of j bus his file and 
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diQion, Again, we have certain evidence of other 


teſtimonies being razed out of Joſephs : Fe, Euftbi- 
us (we find) quotes Joſephus "ay TL edi tow juſt 
and righteous a mito James was, called the brother. of 


Chriſt, and ſaying, that the ſober and more coofide- | 


rate men amon i Jews. believed the deſtruction of 


ſalem to niſhment inflited on Thy 
e of Wie im. r wr — have Off 7 
dome, and sida ephus for the fan 


quoti 

paſſage And yet 1100 1 were "there is no fach 
ſage to be Fouad i in Joſephus, Nov, would ſo man 1 
authors have agreed in appedlin a Jo ſephus' for: ſu 
2 paſſage, if they had n ly found it in _ £ 
Would it not have expoſ their cauſe to the con- 
tempt of all the world, to bave afferted a thing ile 
every body could have eb by Af. £011. 

11. Anticnt Pagan writers have owned the lache 
thing concerning Chriſt, as Suetonis, Tacitus, Pliny 


&c- Lea, Lucian exprefly owns the crucifixion of 


Chriſt, tho“ be jeers both him and the Uthriftians his 


worſhippers on that account: S0 doth Jalian the 
ing Chriſt 


apoſtate; he owns the truth of facts 
tho' he endeavours what he can to leffen'the y- 34 
tion of his fe and miracles, and alledges, that be 
did was vo great matter, but only to open the eyes 
— ö me] limbs to oy and deliver 

e om the power and inchantments ef 
devils, which be ſeemed to make little account of. 
It is true, he doth not notice his raifing the dead, 


to anſwer. The Je d owned the 
cles, but alledged thar-be Ke al bis wonderful wor 
virtue of the facred tert ——-—Alfo 
Ifus, that enemy of chriſtianity,” confeſſes the truth 
of Chris anuricy; bis Journey igwo Egypt, W 
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ſing ſrom place to place with his diſciples, the fat 
of his miracles, his being betrayed, and, laſtly, his 
death and paſhon —— I grant they make all theſe con- 
ceſſions in order to their ſcoff and ridicule: Hows 
ever, it ſhews the things were ſo evident, they could 
not be denied; bu Origen ſufficiently chaſliſes and e · 
poſes him for his raling. © | 
12 lt is certain, that the writings df Matthew, 
| Mark. Luke and John, concerning the life and actions 
| of Chriſt and his apoſtles, were their genuine compoſi- 
tions, and not the writings of any other. To confirm. 
this, conſider that there is o teaſon to doubt, that 
| the fitſt reachefs of the chriſtian faith would ſe the 
molt effectval means for propagating a doctrine th 
ſo zealouſly eſpouſed themſelves, and they would 
not on that ſcore dieg!eR ſo direct and neceſſary a me- 
| thod for obtaining their end, as that of committing. 
© their doctrines to writing, This is what may be ra- 
1 tionally expeRed from the policy and care of the firſt 
| founders of any ſe, as being a ſtep ſo neceſſary in 
| bi der to the prefervation and progreſs thereof. Al 
| | the ſects who Have made any figure in the world have 
taken this courſe, and ſo have the foundets of chriſtia« 
nity too While the autographaz of original ma- 
buſcripts of theſe penmen were preſerved in the. 
| church, there was not acceſs to impoſe doctriues or 
| facts on the world in their names, contrary to what 
they had written. And Tertullian, who flouriſtied at 
the latter end of the ſecond century, or the very bes 
ginoing of the third, intimates, that theſe venerable - 
writings were preſerved till tis time. Again, no par- 
ticular ſe of chriſtians could ever get the writicigs of 
the new teſtament ſo forged or adulterate, but all the 
other ſets of chriſtians would have proclaimed the ici - 
polture to the world. The enmity and quarrels a- 
mong different parties were a ſtrong guard oa theſe ſa- 
ſrered books, that no deſigning party could ever foiſt 
| into theſe books their owa notions, ſeeing the copies 
＋½„/ 


%. 


MEDITATION m. 


| Of the certainty of Chriſt's reſurreQion, 


W 


The teſtimony of many eye witneſſes; 


minent manner, there were many others: For 
tells un, that in his time there were ſtill 


may lye concealed for a while in a few hands, 
but it is next to impoſſible that it ſhould ly long undiſ- 
aq gg agent} oc wang I, 4 $op 


to think, that ſo many perſoas 
the puntiilio's of a notorious lie, and that 


perſons did, and never claſh together in any in - 
whatſoever. It is commonly obſerved, that 
ots never thrive ſo well, as when there are few let 
dato the ſecret; and large 83 of knaves and hars 
ſeldom fail to tell tales N 

RY Tac erat bad prſoaal knowledge of what 
ey teſtißed: Yea, they not only declare that they 
w Chriſt, but many of them, that they ſaw him fre- 
quen and familiarly, and that for a conſiderable 
tract of time. They converſee with hi . days; 
they eat and drank with him; they ſeve- 


. ral wondrous work ; they received 12 and inſtrue- 


tions from him about the government of his church; 
be bid thew, Go teach and baptize all nations ; he pro. 
miſed them his peace and bleſſing in fo doing, to the 
| end of the world ; he commanded them to tarry in 
2 till 1 were e with power from 


E have many undeniable evidences of it : * 
beſides the apoſtles, who were witneſſes 14 — 
* 


4 


ter part of more than-5oo, who did TS 
time ſee Jeſus after his rifing again. Now, an impo- 


N ia all 


ree to ſtand by it in fo peremptory a E. as 
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. Cankider the manner of the teſtimony, and how 


name, and begged his a and bleſing They | 
appealed to him as the omniſcient judge of the world, 
concerning the fincerity and integrity of their hearts, 
They declared they did not this of themſelves, but 
{ by God's order and appointment; and that he gave 
them power of working ſigus and wonders for the 
confirmition of all they and accordingly wrought 
them before all men. | 
4. They did not teſtify of a matter that was tranſ- 
acted at a diſtance from the place where they gave their 
teſtimony, nor a long time after the thing was done, 
No, there is no ground of objection on any of theſe 
accoant : For thole men appeared upon the very 
ſport that was the very ſcene or the action, at Jeruſa- 
lem, where Chriſt was crucified, and where they affica- 
ed he allo role. They neither (eat, people a great way 
I to enquire, nor did they deter the pablication af it till 
2 Chrilt was forgotten, and the ſtory of his re- 
urrection worn out of mind. No, iaſtead of that, 
they did it while it was freſh in the minds and mouths 
of all men, and while theſe perſons wha could have 
confuted them were alive, and ready to be produced if 
they had any thing to have advanced agaialt it. 
$ - Thay <4 not make a lecret of this matter, but 
declared it in the molt publick and opes manner that 
poffioly could be. It was nat a ſtory .whilpered a- 
 mung thele of their own, party, hut proclai in 
the ears of all people, and at a time when Jeruſalem 
was crowded with foreigoers of all nations, and where 
was no Want of perſons able and curious enough wo 
enquire iato the truth of all the ſtrange reports they 


nagogues, and preached the reſurrection of Chriſſ; 

yea, it the mult augult councils of the Jews, they 
reltified it to the rulers and high prieſts. who had con- 
demned Chriſt. Peter's bold tpecch is moit newark- -x 
ble, Ach iv, 8, 9» 10, 11, 12, And we fee iow *Þ 
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they delivered it. They invoked God's tremendous 


mace They went into the temple and iato the fy-. , 3 | 
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Meditations for | 
onfounded the whole council was with their teſtimon- 
py ; and not. one of them had the confidence to tell 
them that they were publiſhing a notorius lie. 

6, Theſe perſons were men of ſuch probity and virtue, 
that none of their adyerſaries could ever call in que» 
ſlioo, nor ſhew to the world that they were ill men. 

7 They were perſons not bred up in courts, nor 
inſtrued in the arts and intrigues of the world able 
to perſuade people by elegant diſcourſes, &. No, 


SY 


they were generally mean, tho? plain and honeſt men, 


and their diſcourſes plain and homely: And tho? 
Paul was a man of polite learning yet he would make 


vo uſe of buman learning in the propagation of chjiſti- 


anĩty. 


eaching it they acted againſt all the rules of world] 
tereſt - and policy, and could haye no he” xy 


from the world, what was 34 and diſcouraging z 


their doctrine being to the Jewy a ſtumbling block, 


and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, They could not 


propoſe to themſelves either to gain reputation and 


' eſteem, or to advance their fortunes in the world; 
' Pay, ſuffering the greateſt hardſhips way all they 


— 


had in view. 4 85 
9 Conſider how ſeyere the laws were which they 
publiſhed againit lying forgery, and a falſe teitimony : 


And if they themſelves were guilty of it, they were 
condemned to everlaſting puniſhments for doing whae 
they did by the very do&trine which they preached. 


Yet in this doctrine they perſiſted ro the laſt, and if 
it were a he, they went out of the world with à hor- 
ible lie in their months which is horrid to think; 
for o they could have no hope of finding mercy and 
forgivenels at God's hands, and thus you would 
make them the moſt deptaved wirtches in the world. 

10 Now, had they becn men Wo had no religious 
awe or ſenſe of Gud themielves, how is it credible 
bat they weuld bave been fo very zealous and indu- 
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8 They could not poſſibly have any ſecular view, 
by preacing ſuch a doftrine to the world: Nay, in 


"Argus ro imprels t upon the mils of ghet, ang | 


Vi ad 
| r 


nr 


| that ſcore ? 


body of Jeſus Chriſt was ſtolen out of the grave by 


ches, that they would ſtick at nothing to 


4 
J. * . 
LW; 


| whilpers, to fet the ſtory about, which the bribed fol» 
diere had reported and make no reſentment of be 


12. The Jews w 434 
bly convinced of the reſurreftion of Jeſus Chriſtz | 
Which appears from this, that the writers of the goſ- | 
pel hiſtory did in expreſs -terms publiſh to the world, 
that the Jews bribed the ſoldires to that the 


his diiciples. Now, this was a home charge on the 
Jews, and ſhews them to be the moſt degenerate wret- 


Ti 
tiieir deligna, even the moſt abominabſe piece of for- 


be 


ry and bribery. Nay, their prieſts and rulers would - 
guil:y of this villany, to tamper with ſoldiers ia 
this m. anner. Well, if theſe chief prieſts and fathers 
ol Litacl had been unjuſtly calummate in this man» 
ner, it might have been expected | 


poceedings was like te be publiſhed thro* the world, 
aud tranimitted to lateſt poſterity. Now, ſurely one 


would think the chriſtians would have been ſolemnly 


called to account for this provoking piece of hiltory, 


aud challanged-to make ir » and that with the 


ieateſt zeal and concern, Well, bat there is nothing 
kae this, the Jews content themielves with private 
charge, From all which we may warrantably - 
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clude, hoy has: nn to ihemſelves of 
truth of; the charge, and knew. that they bad bri 
the ſoldiers to make thy 04 
that they knew Chriſt, was ri 
not bribed the ſoldiers. 

1 Although the diſciples of Chriſt i 
ed as ta have contnved the ſtealing away the 
— fol, it was impeſhole for them to have ac- 
compliſhed: it, The Jews were extraordinary intent 
and watchtul about this event; for they came to Pi- 
Jate, and told him, that Jeſus had torctold, while a- 


$ lire, that he would nile again the third day; and it 


was proper that à guard ihould be, ſet vpoa the ſepul- 
ghre. till tha: day was over, leſt, his difciples ſhauld 
come and fea} bim away, and ſay, that he was riicn, 
| — the latter (error would be worſe than be, firſt, 
They were lufhcicoily aware of the conſequences of | 
this event, that it would overturn thaic teligios, 
and eſtabliſh chiiſtiapizy, and therefore they take all 


this while the fold fi-pt, how cauld the wick be 
koown ? see e ese 0s 2 che 
guard coolcious. of what pulled in their ſeeßp? Were 
not their lenſes locked ug during theinNeep? 

15. If the diteiples bad been concersed in ſo vile 
a piece of impoliuxe, with what courage or —— 
could they have entered on their miviltcy, d 


ed lalvadon in Chrit's aame | Could * 


dropped: Weir delign of pro- | 
Se oe iſtics Gt Bus piety, aſ- 
e 
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Hey with that indefatigable zeal and induſtry, with 
that life and ſpirit, far traofcending all that ever was 
known in human nature before, that no ſtorms nor 


_ difficulties, dangers nor deaths could in the leaſt ſhake 
1 mated the more by the greatelt of 


them, yea, were ani 
wy a RR. .o7...- a=. 
For confirming our Lord's reſurrection, confider the 
horrid 2 intolerable abſurdities, _ would follow 
on queſtioning or denying the truth of it. | 
I A deiſt, who Joes it, muſt believe that a de- 


| ſpicable company of wilfal impoſtors and deceivers, 


men of a hated nation asd 1cligion, without power 


or force, without learning or experience, 


wit or policy ſhould be able to run down all the 
wit, learning, power and policy of the world; and 
by preaching a moſt deſpiſed, inctedible and 

ingly ridiculous doctrine, direftly contrary 8 
the worldly intereſts and humours of men, and to 


their religion and cuſtoms, yea, and to their reaſon- 


hy too, ſhould propagate the belief of it 


and philo L 
thro* the earth, ſo that there was ſcarce 


far and 


= nation in the whole compaſs of the globe, but 2 


whole or in part, received this öction, as the 
ſacred truth of God, and accordingly laid the who! 
fireſs of theif ſalvation upon it! Or if deiits wi 
fappole that the apoltles, and their companions were 
a company of  brain-fick entbuſialts, or of lunstichs 
and madmen; then they muſt own that ſuch pitiful 


| weak perfons did argue with fo much art and force, 
28 to 11 4 
A 


er all the learning and wiſdom of the 
all the fages, philolophers, and ſtateſ- 


world: Th 


men, who embraced chriſtianity io great numbers, as 


well as the poor and illiterate, were convinced and 
perſuaded by mere entbuhaſm; that they miſtook 
downright raving for the ſtroogeſt reaſon, and a chain 


ol incoherent faifities for Dh and evident demon- 
Den ara 
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212 Meditations for PR 
2. The deiſt muſt believe that twelve poor fiſhets 

men were not only able to compaſs that vaſt delign © 

of making the world ſtoop to the laws they impoſed ; 
but alſo that they laid their plot ſo deep, that the 
effects of it ſhould be permanent and laſting, and no 
|  — ſacceeding age or getieration ever be able to fathom 

b it, and ſhew where the cheat lay. Strange ! that a 
company of illiterate men out did the profoundeſt wiſ- 5 
dom and ſagacity of mankind, and concetted mat - 

ters ſo arifully that none of all the pretending wits of 
the world ſhould for ſo many centuries, after the ſtrict- | 
eſt examination, find it impoſſible to diſcoyer the leaſt 
Failure or flaw in the contrivance. 8 

3. They muſt believe that theſe perſous abſolutely 
diveſted themſelves of all regard to their own pre- 
ſervation or happineſs; that they deſpiſed all the 
. comforts and enjoymonts of life, and yentured upod 
poverty and miſery, upon torments, upot death, yea 
upon damnation itſelf in the next world, and all for 
nothing, but the propagation of a cheat, which is moſt | 
abſurd to ſuppoſe. | 3 . 
4. They muſt believe that theſe very perſons, who 
but a few hours before had ſo litile ſpicit and courage 
left them, that they forſook their malter in his extre- | 
mity, and durſt not own themſelves his diſciples, nor | 
ſhew themſelves openly for fear of the Jews, ſhould | 0 

all of a ſudden grow fo reſolute, as to venture on | 2 

that bold and hazardous undertaking of forcing the 4 

Fepulchre, and carrying off his body; and that they. | 

= . deſign without being challanged by one of 1 

me guard. 5 5 x 

. 5. They muſt believe that theſe timorous men 
would, in an enterprize that required ſo much expe. 
dition and diſpatch, ſpend ſo much of their time in 
diveſting a dead body of its burial cloaths, and wrap 
them up by themſelves; and not rather chuſe to car- 
rey off all together in haſte, leſt the next minute the 

guard might awake and come upon them. a 
. 


S. 


6. They muſt believe that a ſet of the 
cheats that ever the world ſaw, did, notwithſtanding, 
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acl A We © des pte cribe ee or 
z all his works are done ia infigite wiſe 


10 accoutir e us fot | 

hat Bikes kf 
"of bis Eceatares. 
r 2 * 


11 


* he 
. Go 


e wich them. 


| would not have acknowledged, him to be the per- 

that was. crucified, but would have alledged he 

an impoſfor, ſet up by the chriſtians to perſonate 

rue Jeſus, and been more enraged ag 

lowers than ever. 
CE GH had ee ſuch a 

| would have quarreſled the teſtimo- 


— 


- A. nee and cre- 
r 110 
ens bave 


as mere ET ad 60 w. 
even to the whole Jewiſh ſanhedrim 

Improvement. From ee, reſurtection of Chriſt we 
may infer that death is fairly overcome, and ſwallow- 
ed up in victory. Chriſt went imo the very den of 
4 dragon and foil d i it. Now, tho” it retains its 


0 9 dent, where % thy fling O grave, 1 is thy v 
' Tory. The fling of death it fin ; and the ſtrengtb of 


victery, thro' our Lord Feſus Chriſt. The true believer 
| need not have any flaviſh wit) Fat of dad. tho' it, fri 


their bodies, as theſe who know what 
iN oy. 24 pre 
tion. Tis this that Wen 
e 


had appeared to them, theſe malicious 


{t bis fol- 


ay of witneffes the ſame way they do now, ſaying, 


the greateſt Ner- were 
5 treat them 
they have done Chiiff's 


dart yet it bar left. its ſting in Chriſt's fide, ſo that 
ever may triumph. as 1 Cor, xv. 55, 57 57+ 


ic the law. But thanks be to God, which qiveth wo the 
yet it cannot hurt him. 2 Let believers diſpoſe and 


to ourſelves an intereſt in Chriſt and po bleſſed reſurrec- - 


1 


| at, to create and 


en ET 
1 "MEDITATION 


| From Epbef vi 16 du the .. 
ME is one of the mot precious 


„T. which man 


et inflimable worth : [ts' a golden fream, 


Ft 5 * 


z continu= 


ally runing down by us, yea, carrying us all aloogſt 


with it: It is a ſtream running from one occean to 


another, from an eternity beluad ns, 9 3 
defore us. 


20 "That which makes -rime ſo precious mainly, is, 


that the ſalvation of our precious and immortal ſouls, 


thro? all _— depends thereupon. Upon the im- 
t of this ſhort moment of time, depends a 
Fong laſting, and never ending eternity. 


3: The expence' which God the author of time iy 
beget it for us, ſhews the pretibuſneſa 


of it,' "Why? God, by his: almighty power. doth 


continually wheeF about theſe: great luminaries: of fun, 


moon and ſtars, in their annual and diurnal revoluti- 
ons, to beget and furmſh time to us; and iheſe do 
ne ver halt oor ſtop, nor come ſhort of their appoint- 
ed times of riſing and ſetting, and all fot the lerviee 
of man}. that he may have time for me ſervice of bis 
maker, and faving of his loul. 2 . 

'4 'The haſte that time doth make, de confde- 
tation of its ſhortnefs, that it will quickly be gone, and 
that a minute of it ca never be recalled, f ſhews fortſ 
1 a . 

2 * — e for 
moment of:our time, altho' each of us had a thou 


—— „the ſervice of God, and ſaving of our | 
bs en u vaſt work, n Would: require every mi- 


nute of it. | 


6 We arc es paſ into another world, an - 4 


vernal ſtate,” where every minute of our time muſt be 
* fare with us ete tna 
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9 Of all rme Sabbath ume pike molt precions 5 
'N god e + it bei . 
3 apart for f, and upon the 1 
|  mwhereaf;1be glory of God, and jalvation ol, cor fouls 
1 depend in a mol peculiar manner, it being dhe day 
ſpecial acceſs 1 God, ang. of free —— 
correſpondence between heaven and. qarth, It is hea - 
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; * Sabbath time, for you b juſt ready 
6 ith another world,. where you 'moſt yive 
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and anſwer for ever te of ous' Sabbath time. 
_ How will ye Aa for all che A vou have - 
improven, for the Sabbath of three ſcore year s;' which 


are above three thouſand; O hit win de 2 terrible 
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Directions in redeeming” Sabbath ume 1. Care- 
ſalt avoid whatever Hinders it; 26 1 © * Atheiſm; -or 
miſbelief of the troth} ind of the great cn und difgn 


of we Sabbath, 2. Ikvotence. lay dre" ſo igno- 


rant, thar they think if then paſs" away" the 2 


without any ' groſs bteach of it, they do well ehough, 


3” Sloth and lazioefs. * Up and be doing.” 


2. If you' would redeem Sabbath 'time, repent of 
farmer miſſimprovement s, and humble yourſelves for 
Joſt Sabbacks, and ery for mercy bre Chriſt's atoning 


blood. "WO: 
2. Study to re compenſe former 9 —_ 
by 1 futore diligence; as a traveller who finds 


mends his pace, and goes as many miles 
hour, as ſormerly he did in two. | | 
4 Spend every Sabbath — awe yolk af; 
dad els ee Sabbath be as dilllgent ob it, as 
if it were your LA prepare for it in the evening; get 
up early nent tend, meditate, . 
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Upon We, xx 20. And when he had fo (aid be (hows 


w them his hangs and his feet. Then were, the: ad 
+ Ciples glad, when the ſuw the Lord, - 


TY was the firſt chriſtian Elba wot 500 it 


the diſciples 3 for the work and duties of 
er mdf odly. conference —=— Well, 

meet Ne this work ? Chriſt will not 

let them part without his e and bleſſing . He 


_ comes, in the. midlt of them, when the doors were ſhut, 


no door nor bands can ſhut, gut Chriſt's preſence 
from his diſciples ; and what is his ſalatation to them ? 


Peace be unte yous A moſt comptehenſive 1 


This was the legacy be had left them a few days de- 
fore, and now he makes prompt and ready pay | 
of it to them. he will not be long owing it. wet, 
What fore of pracs. is it? Anfw. Peace with 

.of_ conſcience, and peace. with one . | 
was 2 bleſbog . molt ſuitable to them, who were 


After this ſaluration he gives them a | moſt comers 
able. diſcovery of his pierced hands and fide, 10 con- 
vince them of the uch of his re ſurrection, which 


they were ſtill in doubt of, by, the marks and ſcars of 


the wounds Which had betp made a few days. before 

ews them that the body 
45 now ſaw alive, was the ſame individual body they 
and mavy others had ſeca dead oo the croſs a — 


before. From this, 


Odſerve itt- That Chriſt retained the ſcars of his 


wounds after his reſugreQtion, He was not aſhamed 


of them, but gloried in them, as cooquerors glory 


in the marks of their wound, after mer battles. 


Moreover, Chriſt had uſe for them ; They were 

a ſpeak on earth, and demonſtrate. * truth his re- 
jo pens to the world, particular Ye to convwince un - 
belie vin Thomas, 2. They were to kc N. 
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wete bleeding afreſti; Rev. v. 
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th, ſtill open for thee ;; the blood like * 
$ for thee. | 
g- th. — of; l de e ee id 
conficmed, whenevy thou art afe. from the deluge, the 
appearing, even the ſcarlet coloured wounds 


and, blood of Chrilt, which is a ſure token of God's 


'. Inference. Tben we have redſen id bleſs God fot 
the approach of the Sabbath; and niore eſpecially fof 
th. neu of communion Sabbath approaching. wheres 


joyful ſighe the world; ever ſaw !—Ler us welcone 
4 communien ſabbath. 
ſuch- a Gght,—Every Lord's day 
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thou art ſaſe from the deluge, the 
appearing, . even. the ſcarlet coloured wounds 
of Chriſt, which: is a ſure taken of God's 


covenant. . 

Inference. Then we have redſen 1d bleſs God fot 
the agproack. of. the Subibath-z aud- niore eſpecially for 
th. neu of a cedumunioy Sabbath approaching, here? 


a,cxucified.. jeſus diſcovered to uu. O that is the 
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| captives as Babylon, that by keeping this d. 7 
| might diſtinguiſh he 9 oo | 
tze gods which have not made the heavens and the 
earth Iſa Ivi 1, z. W We muſt put all honour and 
reſpect upon it and call it a delight, not a taſk or 
burden. We muſt not only count it à delight, but 
I call it ſo by openly profeſſag the complacency we 
| take in the day and duties of it We muſt call it 
2 delight, 1. To God, in a way of thankſgiving to 
| God for it and earneſt defire of his grace to enable 
NB us to do the work of the day becauſe we delight in 
| it. 2. We muſt call it ſo to others, to invite them 
8 to come and ſhare with us in the pleaſure of it. 3. 
2 We muſt call it ſo to ourſelves, that we may not 
entertain the leaſt thought of wiſhing the Sabbath 
| gone, that we may ſell corn and wine. 
'  , _ Queſt. 1 What is imported in calling the Sabbath 
a delight? Anſw, 1. A belief that God is the author 
and inffitutor of it. 2. A knowledge of the ends and 
deſigus of it. that it is in honeur of God the Creator 
and of Chriſt the Redeemer and for our good, 3. + 
A thankful ſenſe of God's | goodneſs in initituting 
the Sabbath it being a day of communion with God. 
4: A high eſteem of the Sabbath, as the beſt day of 
the week. 5. A ch earful compliance with the work | 
and duties of the Sabbath. 6 A thinking on the Sab- | 
i - bath, looking, longing, and perparing for it before 
* it come. 6. A conſcientious and willing per | 
| of all the Sabbath duties 8. A hating and avoiding- 1 
4A all theſe evils and practi ces that are contrary to Sab- 
1 Queſt. 2. When may it be ſaid that the Sabbath is f 
= - our delight ? Anſw. 1. It is our delight when we 7 
eſteem it a privilege and favour from to have 
the Sabbath when we ſay. O what a favour from 
God is this to me that when I have been wearying 
myſelf fix days for the world God bath appointed 
"> this day that we may refreſh ourſelves from ſuch la- 
 bours, mind our fouls, and feek after heaven. If we 
value God above the world, and the joys of heaven 
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- this day above all other days. 


5 2. It is our delight when we wake it a day of x- 
r 


Ling God, and keeping commounion with him in his 
preinances The people of the world find delight in 
vii ing their friends, and converſing and holding 2 


Cty with them; but much more may we have ig 
viſiring God, and ſeei 


Hoiding ſweer fellowſhip with him there. 
2 When we ace not ſauſied this day with a bare 


approach to God : but when we go to God this day, 


as our exceeding j joy, Pial xhii 4 and place our 


bappinels in the lerving of God, and enjoying of him; 
And when we go with joy to draw water out of the 


wells of ſalvation. 
1 When we draw forth our graces ioto bol; * 
ings and vigotus <xercile; the more we ate employed 
ibis day in the actings of faith and love, and hope of 
heaven, it will be the more delight to us. 

hen the work and duties of the Sabbath are 
our element and recreation ; when we are in David's 
frame Plal cxxu 1. | was glad when they ſaid-unto 


me Lei us go up into the houie of Lord. This is 


Prophefied ot belicvers under the guipel, that they flock 
to ordinances on the wings of delight, as doves to 


their windows, Iſa ix 8 How great was David's de- 
ght in them, when he deſires it as one thing that he 
might dwc1l! all his days in God s houſe, to behold the 

| beauty of the Lord, Pal xxvii. 4 that is, that bg 


might always have free acceſs to God's boule, and en- 


joy communion with God there. Hence he counts a 


day in God's courts better than a thouland elſe where. 
David bad many earthly things to delight in, ſuch as, 
1. Great victories over enemies, which generals and 
warriou do greatly delight in. 2 Re bad palaces 
and gardens, which great men do delight in 3 fle 


had ioftruments of moſick of all ſorts, which =S - 


muſicians {ſuch as David tbe ſweet fiagers of Lira 


was) do delight much in: Yet he invented o him- _ 


felt all ſorts of — . Amos vi b 2 
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ſeeing him in the ſanctuary, and 


q 
k A 
*r 


- i. 7. 
” Is 
0 


" Meditations * 
dot tho David knew as muck of theſe earthly deligh 
as mot men, yer he deſigned molt of af in the 

Path, a day in God's contis. 
6. It is a delight when 5 
of grace in and by the ordinances. We ſee men de- 
light in a market day on which they gain much of rhe 
World; and much more will they Aude in the Lord's 
day, who find their loye to God on it more inflamed, 
their deſires after him more evlarged, and their bope 

of heaycn more cohrngd. 

7. It is a delight when we come thereon, to diſ- 


do fee that is was he who died and roſe from the 
dead this day for us. O, bow delightfal to think, 
this is the day my Redeemer hved again. Do others 


3 light i in the day on which my Lerd tid live again? 

8. It is a celight 1 when we cone on the Sabbath to 
get aſſurance, that we ſhall keep an everlaſting Sabbath 
S with God above : And if a tranſient enjoyment of God 
in a Sabbath here, be ſo pleatant, how much more to 


to all eternity ? 
| Quelſt 3. Do not the ſpecial delights of the Sabbath 
4 excel ali other delights, and wherein do they excel: 
fl | Aoſw 1. They tranſcend them in their foundation; 
| they are well founded, not on miſtakes and deluſions, 
23 carnal delights and pleaſures are, but on the ure 
i woro of God that is unakerable, his well ordered co- 
1 vepant. Carnal mien tejoice in fancies and delu- 
ſions, but know not how matters are with them. If 
"M6 they knew the ſhortneſs of their pleaſures, and the 
"nl length of their forrows, they would bave liule heart 
0 ſport or laugh; nay it weuld foop turn their laugh- 
ter 1610 mourning and Jamentation. 


3 ot the wicked are but iceming and out ward, but 
lie vers deligbte are real, he. rj and iowaid. Ia the 
Tn of due iaughter of the* wicked, their heart is 120, 


cover our intereſt in the Lord Jeſus, and are made 


delight in the Gay ot their birth and ſhall not I de- 


have the full enjoy ment « of God on that Sabbath above 


2 Spiritual Geh, his ſurpaſs them in reality; the 


"Pp 


the Sabbath. was 


/ tho! their ſenſes be ſomeway tickled and affected, yet 


the heart is not. But Wil | believers it is otherwiſe, 
Pſal iv . Thou beſt put more gladneſi in my heart, uc. 


Spiritual delight goes to the heart. 


3. They are laitable delights, ſeeing they are in- 


tellectual. Carnal delights, in drinking. ſporting, 


&c. make men more like beaſts than men The 
beaſts have pain aud plealure by their ſenſes, but not 
prone nor delight, becauſe theſe are intellectual. 
So the joy of carnaÞ men is rather pleaſure than delight ; 


| but the more intelle dual and chaſte our delights ate, 


the more pure and ſuitable are they to the human na- 
tüte: Yea, the more our delights are in loving, praiſe 
ing and vorſhippitg God on the Sabbath, they make 


us more like angels than men. 
4. They ſurpaſs them in innoceney. Carnal de- 


lights, the more we uſe them, the more we are en- 
mared by chem; they pervert the heart, diſorder the 


mind, and indifpoſe for duty ; But ſpiritual delights 
have no ſuch effect, they are ſo far from perverting 


ot difordering, that they corroborate and freogthen 5 


the graces ; they compoſe and purify the mind ; they 
make bn the more odions, and fortify us the more a» 
galt ſt the baits of ene. | 

5 They excel them in ſecurity. Spirirual delights 
ate pure like cryſtal ſtreams, whereas carnal delights 


are imbirtered with tear, ſtiogs of conſcience, and ſenſe | 
of guilt. * | 


6. They excell them in ſtrength and ſweetneſs, 
There is delight io thinking on Chriſt, and our intereſt 
in bim, and the well ordered covenant: Yea, there 
ia more delight in the hardeſt part of Sabbath work, 


viz, in mortifying one ſin or Juſt, than carnal men bave 
in fatisfying a thouſand. ; | 


7- They are more profitable delights. There is 


more profit in one day, yea, one hour's communion 


with God, than in the worldly gains of a thouſand 
market days, Ob! do men toil hard in labouring 
fix days of the week for gains of the warld, nd vill 
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| to fee that is was be who. di "and roſe fi 

this day for us. O, bow delightfal to 
is is the day my Redeemer lived again. Do | 
delight jo the day of their birth and thall not 
light in the day on which my Lerd did hre again? 

8. tis a celght when we come on the Sabbath to 
get aſſurance, that we ſhall keep an everlaſting 78 
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2s more like angels than men. 1 
4- They ſurpaſs them in innoceney. Carnal de- 
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&c. make men more like beaſts thaa men The 


| Ne ae b aud pleaſure by their ſenſes, but not 


>, nor delight, becauſe Abele are intellecl val. 


the more pure and ſaitable are they to the buman 
tire : Led, the more our delights are in loving, praf 
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lights, the more we uſe them, the more we are en- 
mared by them ; they pervert the heart, diſorder the 


have no foch elte&; ihey are fo far from 22 
or bſocdering, that they corroborate and 
Ppraces ; they compoſe and nd pany the mind ; the! 
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. life ? 
They a: are more fatisfying than all worldly an 
| Tights, Sacely there is more latis faction in he [ Le 
val recreations of this day, than ip all cat nal 3 
and paſtimes whatſomever, O r in 
| there in thinking on the work of r a and of 
all that Chriſt did ** ſuffered for the ꝛccomp liſh ment 
of it? What a pleaſant regreation is jt to und and 
feel the nctings of love and defire to Go1, and to have 
a ſenſe of God's love unto the ſoul ; to meditate oa 
the eternal Sabbath of reſt from fin, kickneſs, tempta · 
tion, and all evil wharſomever, and of joining is the 
perfect love and praiſes of that bleſſed company above 
to all l 
9. They ſurpaſs them ia this, that they end well, 
| Whereas carnal delights do not. Carnal delghts are 
like the crackling of thorns under a pot; they make 
a great blaze and noiſe for a little, but then they go 
cat in darkneſs ; or, like the light of a mt that 
doth ſhine for a little, but 'then goes out in a ſtinking 
uff, 80 with carnal delights, they make way foe 


|  forrow, for the end of that mirth is heavineſs, according 


to Proy xiv 13 Carnal delights and recreations, eſpe · 
_ cially 22 Sabbath, 1 « 2 wet fog whene 
ever conſcience is aw dened, are 
forerunners of ell. Bas | 
_ Queſt 4 What are theſe tl in the Sabbath we _ 
ought 10 delight in ? Ag. 1 the reſtraints which 
the Sabbaths lay: on us, in Greg as from our warld 
ly employment 44 recreations, and from all the 
. of fin; this we ſhould delight in. 2 In the 
aties and ſervices which the Sabbath obligeth us unto, 
. 5, What, are theſe duties and ſervices of 
abbath which we ought to delight in? Anf, 1. 


Tf ere are publick ſervices and duties which we ſhould 


he in; as in the hearing of the 78 
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we riot labour one day for that which'Jendurerh to e- 
verlaſting life? 3 Fins 


38. They are more ſatisfying than all worldly de- 
lights, Surely there is more latis faction in he r- 
nal recreatiuns of this day, than in all cane! ſporu 


and paſtimes whatſomever, O What fatiztaction is 


_ there in thinking on the work of redempuon and of 
all that Chriſt did and ſuffered for the accompliſhn<nt 


of it? What a pleaſant recreation is it to uad and 
feel the acting of love and defire ro Go1, and to have 

a ſenſe of God's love unto the ſoul ; to meditate on 
the eternal Sabbath of reſt from Gn, ſickneſs, tempta · 


tion, and all evil wharſomever, and of joining in the 


perfect love and praiſes of that bleſſed company above 


do all — org $ 


9. They ſurpaſs them in this, that they end well, 
whereas carnal delights do not. Carnal delghts arc 
like the crackling of thorns under a pot ; they make 


a great blaze and noiſe for a little, but then they go 
cut ia darkneſs; or, like the light of a candle, that 


doth ſhine for a little, but then goes out in a ſtinking 
fauff. 80 with carnal delights, they make way for 
ſorrow, for the end of that mirth is heavineſs, according 
to Proy xiv 13 Carnal delights and recreations, eſpe» 


_ cially on the Sabbath, leave a ſting behind them, when» 


ever conſcience is awakened, and theſe ſtiags are the 
eure, NG ET | | 
Queſt 4 What are theſe things in the Sabbath we 
ought to delight ia? Aof. 1. In the reſtraints which 
the Sabbaths lay? on us, in hindring us from our warld 


ly employments 4.d recreations, and from all the 


pleaſures of fin; this we ſhould delight in. 2 In the 
duties and ſervices which the Sabbath obligeth us unto, 

2 5, What are theſe duties and ſervices of 
the Sabbath which we ought to delightin? Anf, 1. 


"There are publick ſervices and duties which we ſhould 
delight in; as in the hearing of the word, prayer, 
pPraiſes, and receiving of the ſacraments. 2 Private 


duties as teadiug of the word, prayer, meditation 
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